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: By: Dr,Vidya Bhushan” 


The political. and emotional divergence between 
the regions of the State of Jammu and Kashmir has 
been growing over years, As there exists communal 
diehotomy, regional&sm, an awareness of one's own 
| cultural heritage, historical traditions and a 
sense of political individuality, ms there have been 
contradictions and contrversies, . turmolis and clashes 
ot of conflicting interests of different regions, The 
Dogra ruler, the Maharaja Gulab Singh, though brought 
b the three regions under his control, yet there never 
had been cultural, etnnic and social integration of 
tne people of the regions, It was merely a political 
union for administrative convenience  ratner than 
a fusion of different streams of cultures, ways of life 


and thought, ; | 


Out of three ACCRUE of the State Jammu 
region with 20,76 lakhs inhabitants and 26,395 sq.k.m, 
areas is now number two in population as well as i 
in area, Kashmir valley,' on the other hand, with 
31,34,904 inhabitants and two fifth of its area ou 
numbers Jammu by just about four lakhs, But EXKSÉKR. 7 


- Ladakh with .1,34,372 population is four times in 


territory, 


* Reader,P.G, Department of Political Sciede 
. Of Jammu, Jammu, A paper presented in +h 
. Seminar on the subject of "The Need fer 
$ Renaissance in India” on April 28 tg 
; y organised by P.G., Department of Hist 
E G eh, MARR Amu GSR UBuP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Dogres with Dogra mother tongue is single 

largest linguistic community if Jammu region. AS an 

indisp ble geopolitical link between the Kashmir 
valley and rest of India, Jammu is as important 
strategically end sensitively as Kashmir region 

of JaK State. However, geogrphic al toundaries ~ 
between the Ravi and pirpanchal, to the greater 
extent, have contributed in the evolution of 


distint personality of tiis region. 


Unfortunately Kashmir leaders, during there 
struggle against autocracky, often insisted on 
„calling Heri singh's rule in the state as Dogra 
pule, They forget that Dogra was not oniy tne 
name of the ruling family but also the community 
living in Jammu region. Thus they allienated tne 


Dogra people. 


The popula: sentiments in Jammu region 
believing the Maharaja as tne symbol of their 
security against the majority population of . 
Kashmir region, linked theic fate and EG cuis with the 
Maher aj a. Tne Dogra O EEE in Jammu region, 

articularly believing the ‘Maharaja as a political 
and cultural s yinool, sided with łka nim in his 
attempt to retain more and more powers in pre- 
independence period, It seemed to Dogra NatiünaceRun 
that prospects a n would be nothing more 
than being exposed to the whims. of a permanent 
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majority of Kashmir muslims in the state and its 
leadership. They, thus, opposed the very basis 
of the Kashmir's struggle for freedom, Their 
open condemnation of Maharaja or Dogra rule 
not only created but hardened théir distrust against 
Kashmir leadersnip. They, therefore, opposed every 
political move from the valley without evaluating 
Us plus and minus points. They, thus, played | 
a negative rule throughout the period of struggle 
for freedom in Kashmir, In oroer to have a greater 
security against the Maharaja's arbitrary powers -~ 
the Kashmir nationalists, on the other hand, struggled 
for ta transfer of greater degree of powers to the l 
state legislature. They perceived their security 
only in democracry which among other atributes, 


meant majority rule. 


However, the gost independence politics of 
Jammu appeared to be both inter-regional and intra- 
regional E E ing their greater security 
with Indian „union, the Dogra datlonslistéeof 
Jammu demanded full integerationof the state with 
India in post-independence, The ouster of Maharaja 
and subsequent abolution of monarehy further deepended 
the distrust. The majority in Jammu burned against 
Kashmiri leadership. They could not visulize that 
‘the days of kings and princes had gone. Because 
of their negative attitude, they even opposed the 
most needed and most radical reforms of National 
eenterence government such as liquidation of rural 


indebtners and abolation of Big Landed Estates 
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and land to the tillers. They under the banner 

of Praja Parishad - the principal opposition 

party, most vocal instrument of its prortest 

and must authantic voice of Jammu - opposed the ' 
incorpoation of Art, 370 in the Indian Constitution 
under which state secured a special status, 

They raised the slogans Ek pradhan, Ek vidhan, 

and Ek Mishan not needed. They were not in a mood 
of raising the voice for right of Jammu viz-a-viz 
that of Kashmir. They narrowed down their demands 
to such a limits that they even llost the confidence 
of Jammu muslims. Some of the representation of 
Jammu muslim even approached the Govt, to protect . 
them from parishad terrorism, The Dogras, like wise, 
opposed the convening of the State Consembly and 
framing a separate constitution for the State, XhkEX 
Due to their minority ageinst Indian majority 

the Kashmir nationalist, on the other, wanted maximum 
autonomy and pieces for limited accession of the 
state with Indian union. Thus for making Art 370 

as a perranem feature of the Indian constitution, 
Sheikh Abdullah in his letter to Dr. Mookerjee 
dated 4th Feb. 1953 made it clear that so far as 
they were concerned they had maintained that the 
special position accorded to the state could alone 
be the source of a growing unity ‘and closer 
association between the state and India, He further 
stressed that consimbly of India. took note of 
special circumstances obtaining in the State and 


made provisions accordingly. But if the basis of 
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that relationship was sought to be altered, certain 


daring consequences wxx were bound to follow, 


The Dogra nationalists led by Praja Parishid. 
always pleaded for transfer of more and more powers 
from Kashmir to Delhi rath r than powers for Jammu 
itself, They never thought collectively about 
the whole of the state of J8K and their pbace in it. 
The Praja parishad leaders rather delivered the 
Speeches "our Way is not with Kashmir, Sheikh is 
“not acceptable to us". Where as Sheikh Abdullah's 
efforts all along had been to rally the entire 
copulation of the state to a sense of basic unity 
and to work for the cause of building the New 
Kashmir. The Kashmir nationalist group tnerefore 


demanded maximum autonomy for the state, 


In short regional sentiments halped to 
gragment popular discontent and reqional tension 


brought the regional coordiality to an end, 


As a result, Praja-Parishaid demanded 
the right. of self-determination for Jammu and 
termed Delhi Agree of 1992 as a fraud on India 
people and attack on Indian constitution and Pt.Dogra 
se eokterdet to lauch a satyagrah if the Agreement 
was enforced. Praja Parishad backed by Bhartiya 
Jana Sangh started agitation against Delhi Agreement 
as soon as the steps were taken to enforce its 


provisions. 
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Meanwhile Kausnak Bakala, Head Lama of 
Ladakh and member of Consembly demanded for a 
statutory provision for Ladakh in future constitution 
of the State. A section of Doda district led by 
A.G. Goni too stressed that Doda should be given 
the status of a separate cultural unit, They 
' demanded that the state to be ddvided into as 
many as five cultural units, each withequal status: 
and to enjoy autonomy in the conduct of their 
internal affairs. Even Dr. Mookerjee, in has letter 
to Shikh Abdhullah dated 4-2-1953 confirmed the 
sense of insecurity auong the Jammu Hindus and 
in hás letter to Pt. Nehru dated 12-2-1953 
suggested grant of provisional autonomy to Jammu 
and Ladakh without the change of boundaries. pt,Nehru 
too in his reply to Mokerjee appreciated the idea 
of Regional Mitenonys Sheikh Abdullah while broad- 
casting from Racha Kashmir Srinagar on April 17th 
1953 also proposed to give autonomy to the different 
cultural units of the State ( i.e. the valley, Jammu, 
Gilgit, Ladakh and a region consiting the district 
of Mirpur, Rajouri, Poonch and Muzzafrabad). The 
ideaseemed to be that a measure of autonomy in 
their internal affairs would remove the fears 
of each of these units against the other's and 
would provde a moral, natural andnon-communal 
impetus for a Sense of belonging as well as political 
participation, Subh a sense of belonging alone 
could effectively counter the appeal for secession 


in the valley and commuhalism in Jammu. 
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When the basic principle Committee of the 
Consembly was instructed to study the idea of 
extending autonomy to each unit and to make 
recommendations accordingly, the integtationalists 
of Jammu rejected this idea also, Perhaps their 
policy for the search for security induced them to 
follow a negative approach and to agitate for highly 
unified constitution. In the similar manner they 
epposed Sadar-I-Riyasat as a the head of the 
State, a separate emblem and a separate gx flag 
for the state, They regarded these as counter to 
their concept of a unitary constitution for the 


country as well as the state. 


Such a state of Jammu generated reaction 
in the valley and provoked some of the Kashmiris 
to consolidate secessionist groups and to form 
Borde dial ist party. B.P. Sharma was of the view 
that the role. of jud and Kashmir in state politics 
was complimentary to each other though icc 
This observation had àlso been confirmed by the 
statement of Mr. GurcharanSingh Bhatia in early 


1953 when he said "National Conference and Praja 


. Parishad represent urges of the aggressive local 


nationalisms of Kashmir and Jammu respectively, 
The outbursts of the Kashmir leaders against UN 


help praja parshid in mobilising the public supports 

While anti-Kashmir campaign of the P.P. simply NN 
Y 

provokes and intensifies Kashmir nationalism 


of whieh Sheikh. Abdullah is the Hero. Balraj also 
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8 
confirmed the same view and said that the P,P, and 
the National Conference by polarising the politics 
of the state helped each other in consolidating 


their hold on their respective. communities. 


Suddenly inflammotory reports spread bhat 
Shikh was thinking to declare Kashmir as indépendent, 
the idea of which said to have been mooted by 
American Statesmen Mrs, & Mr. Henderson during their 
visit to Kashmir in May 1953, Sheikh was unluckly 


blamded for the tone and contents of his speeches 


delivered in 1952 and 1953. The tragedy was that 


Sheikh Abduallgh's was misunderstood and his urge 


for maximum autonomy for the state was just taken 


for independence, All along he tried to avoid 
the disintegration of the state. That was why, 
in order to accommodate the wishes of the GC 
of the different regional and cultural units 


of the state he and his colleagues wre working 


to create a republic within the Republic, Even 


Sri Amar Kashtriya Prantic Sabha, Jammu a negative 
role passed a resolutioncondeming the idea of 
Republic within Republic and the adoption of State 
emblem. It termed the S CSA OA Kashmir as 


bogus consembly. 


Meanwhile with the sudden death of 
Dr. S.P. Mookerjee in detention, the whole Northern 
Indian plunged into profound gried and s ubmered 
by a kind of anit-Nehru and Anti-Abdullah wave. 
P. Ps refused tobelieve that death occured in 
natural circumstances and charged Sheikh Abdhullah 


as muder in spite of the fact sma he pleaded to 


be innocent 
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However the first popular elected Sheikh 
ministry was dismissed on 8th August 1953 and 
Sheikh along with his other supporters were arrested 
on 9th August, But Sheikh's political martyrdom 
had made him a popular hero of Kashmir once again. 
Bakshi, who succeded Sheikh, while broadcasting 
from Radio Kashmir on 21 August,1953 declared; 
"the rights and privileges that we secure for the 
state as a whole have to be shared in equal measure 
by the people of its different parts. The Govt to 
secure equal share of its beneficient activities 
to the people of the various constitutent units 
of the state and to safeguard representation of all 
regions in every eTe of administration and social 


life. 


Dogra: natioralists seemed to be pacified 
with the fall of Ist Sheikh ministry and hia arrest, 
That was why P.P. leaden easily fell in the trape 
of Bakshi, who required their support to consolidate 
his political position, Bakshi made some promises 
with P.P. leaders but as backed out later on, 
Pt. P.N. Dogra in his letter to Hakshi dt,1-2-1954 


.reminded him his assurances made to him and pleaded 


for their fulfilment, However, the Basic Principal 


Committee submitted report to the Consembly which 


was adopted unanimously with minor amdndment on 


‘6th Feb. 1954, Pt. P.N. Dogra in his 15 pages 


memorandum submitted to the President of India on 


Ist April 1954 raised number of objections against 


ë 
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the constitutional proposals. Here again he | 
demanded the shift of more and more powers from | 
Kashmir to the Central Govt, rather sim demanding 
the sharing of political power with Kashmir, 

Bakshi succeed in creating defaction within 


P.P. by distributing favours to some of its leaders, 


Even after the merger of P,P, in Jana Sangh 
in 1964 tne Dogra nationalist of Jammu contihued 
to play a negative role, They were always worried 
about the shift of more and more powers from 
Kashmir to Delhi, but never thought and fought 
for Jammu's status.within the State and for Jammu 
to be equitable partner with the Valley in 


exercise of political power,. 


When Gajendragadkar Commission of 1967 
Peed Ga that if Chief Minister would be from 
the valley, there should be Dy Chief Minister 
from Jammu. The Dogra nationalists could not fight’ 
for the implementation of it during congress Tl 
But they started pressing hard.when Sheikh again 
came in power after Indira-Sheikh Accord of 1975, 
With regrets it is to be pointed out that Jammu 
protests and sacrifies during all the years. got 
. into.a defeatist channel. The dogra nationalist 
failed to understand that the lack of adequate 
share in. political power is one of the basic 
problems of Jammu, Jammu needs safeguards within 
the state on precisely the same grounds on which 


Kashmir fells the need within Indian Union. 
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India too played a negative role, The 
Indian leadership always thought that Jammu and 
Ladakh had no other place except India whenever, 
therefore, people of. Jammu raised tneir voice 
for their rights, they were douted by them as 
mW Their eyes always focussed on the 
valley in order to improve their secural image 
in the world, Whatever concessions were given, 
given to the valley and they did not bother much 
for Jammu and Ladakh regions. Even in pest Indira- 


Sheikh Accord og 1975 when Sheikh accepted the 


finality of State accession to India and disbanded 


Plebisit Front, instead of tne fighting for the 
right of Jammu, the congress party when defeated 
at the Ew centre in 1977 elections, started pulling 


and withdrew support to Sheikh Abdullah's government, 


In short dominent trend in Jammu poltics 


represented by Praja paxhk« parshid was a major 


cause for provoking and encouraging the . secessionalist 


movement in Kashmir, This aspect of Jammu polítics 
can be called negative in terms of National 
interests.(Some individuals and groups in Jammu, 
though in TUO. with not much popular basis 

did tried to play a positive role also. The important 
leader Gopal Dutt Megi and Jyotshi Ram Karish not 
only supported the demand of National Conference 

of abdication of Maharaja but also fovoured the 


abolition of the institution of Monarchy and direct . 
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12 
participation of people of Jammu in democractic 
set up. Unfortunately such leaders were not given 
National conference mandate in consembly election 
of 1951, Balraj Puri was one of the forerunner 
who: suggested political means of define Jammu's 
Status in the state as early as 1949, He continued 
to plead for constitutional provisions for 
enSuring the status of Jammu, His main emphasis 
was that whatever measure of autonomy had been 
promised to the state within Indian Union should 
also be conceived to Jammu region with the proviso 
that on similar grounds, autonomy to Jammu within 
state be conceded, He did support the aboleation 
of monarchy, Land reforms and incorpration of 
Art, 370 in Indian constitution, Even at the times 
of negotiations for Delhi Agreement of 1952, he 
pleaded for regional autonomy for Jammu which 
was incorporated in the final agreement, In the 
earlier phase the demand for recognition of Jammu's 
regional identity, regional leadership and its 
equitable share in the power structure of the state 
was made by a group within the fraine work of . 


National conference, 


The J&K CERES Youth Conference and 
Friends of New Kashmir, Delni also played a role 
to articulate Jammu's regional urges on secular 
lines. The socialist groups also demanded the 
regional autonomy for Jammu, Later on they farmed 
P.S. party. The P.S.P. not only supported autonomy 


of state within Indian union but decentralization: 
of powers among different regions » in order to 


s ty 
-regional cordiality, 
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A Jammu Autonomy Forum was set up under 
the presidentship of Balraj Puri in June 1967 to 


press the demand of regional autonomy, 


Agroup of Jana Sahgh workers led by S.Bachan 
Singh Panchi let the party to support the autonomous 
status of Jammu, Been P. N.e Baz aZ, Shamim-Ahmed- | 
Shamim, Mubarj Shah and other prominant citizens 
of different communities of Kashmir also supported 


this demand, 


The J&K State People's Convention on inter- 
regional relations of June 1970 debated this issue 
and. adopted a five tier internal constitutional 
set up of the stat envisaging regional autonomy 
and further devais ups political’ powers to 


district,blocks and panchayats, | 


Some individuals and groups in Jammu, 
though in minority, with not much popular basis 
did try to play a position role also. In the 
earlier phase the demand for recognition of 
Jammu's régional identity, regional leadership 
and its equitable share in the power Jee 
of the state was made by a group within the 
frame work of national conference, The P 
District NationalConference led by Balraj T 
group passed formal resolution, as early as 1949, \ 
demanding the abolution of the institution of $ 
Poa and the powers to be transferred to the 
Tone of Jammu also and not merely from 
Maharaja to Kashmiri leaders. The. important 
leaders of Jammu like Gopal Dutt Mengi and 


Jyotshi Ram Krishan also these demands. of 
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National Conference, But soon after the abdication 
of Maharaja in 1949, this group was expelled from 


ine National Conference. 


Unfortunately such ieaders were not given 
National Conference mandate in condemoly 
election of 1951, Balraj Puri and others, however, 
continued to suggest political means to def ind 
Jammuts status in the state. His main emphais 
was that whatever measures of autonomy had been 
promised to the state within Indian union should 
also be conceded to Jammu region, on the similar 
ground,He not only supported the radical reforms 
like land refor&ms m also incorporation of 
Article 370 in the Indian Constitution, His stand 
was to fight for the right of Jammu and its 


status viz-a-vàz of Kashmir without offending 


athe people of Kashmir by agitating against the 


Kashmir special status in Indian union and her 


right to defend maximum autonomy. 


Even at the time of negotiation for the 
Delhi Agreement of 1952, he. pleaded for regional 


autonomy for Jammu. 


“However Jaya Prakash Narayan pleaded 
for Sheikh's release and starting resh dialogue 
with him. Thus in january 1968 after his release 
third time since 1953, Sheikh met Prime Minister 
of India. He Convene: J&K State people's 


convention in Oct, 1968, ‘Jammu represented in 
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steering committee of the Convention by Balraj 


REixX Puri. The Convention debated the inter- 


regional relations in the State, The consensus 
emerged that any solution of theState's future 
should be 'peaceful' emoe Cheti, just and 

realistic and keep in view the interests of 

all the regions, strengthen secular, democractic 
forces, foster communal harmony and be in conformity 


with the values.of the freedom movement, According 


^to Balraj Puri, tne convention also accepted 


the inter regional boundaries wê and thus set 


at rest a controversy which was one of Sources 
of tentions in inter-regional relations, The 
atrocities vomita by the Pak- armies on their 
muslim brothers in civil war in last Pakistan, 
the assistance rended by India to them and 


subsequent emergence of Bangladesh as an 


independent country had a considerable effect 


on Kashmir politics. it strengthened the secular 


‘forces, reduced the bargaining capacity of the 


Kashmir leaders to balance India and Pakistan 


created popular disillusionment with Pakistan 
and resurgence of regional patriotism against 


the appeal of Muslim solidarity. 


Thus Indo-Pak war of 1971 and emergence 


of Bangladesh created favourable atmosphere for the 


negotiations petween Kashmir and India leadership 
to sought out differences some of National as well 


te personalities tried to played mediotory 


as sta 
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role between Sheikh Abdullah: and 


Balraj Puri claimed to be one of those and 

helped Jammu to bridge rather than barrier between 
Kashmir and rest of the country. But the state 
Jana.Sangh still remained adament against 
placting the &asnmir Leaders particular Sheikh 


Abdullah, 


However after 22 years the wisdom dawned 
upon the Indian leaders once again that Sheikh 
Abdullah was an  und&sputed leader of the valley 
and only person who could set at rest the most 
of the controversies about Keshmir accession 
and others, The MIO between Prime Minister 


and. Sheikh started and resulted into Indira-Sheikh 


Accord of 1975. 


For over half a century, till his death 
Sheikh Abdullah symbolised the aspirations of 
regional ORCI ME of Kashmir. He coult, therefore, 


had the capacity to settle the problems of 


| inter regional relations, in the last. phase of 


his life he reached sharply even the slightest 
provocation from Jammu region, For instance when 
Dr. Karan Singh in Dec. 1978 said * If State Govt, 
did not tackle Jammu situation with understanding 


and sympathy, it would lead to sepration of Jammu 


region from Kashmir valley", Sheikh reacted quickly 


and said "if tne majority of people in Jammu region 
believed that they could progress by carving out a 
separet state of Jammu, then there was nothing to 


stop them and we must part as friends", Due to the 
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Opposition if Jane Sangh and congress parts 
in Janmu, he even could not implement: the decis i mm 
of J&K State People's convention of 1968 relating 


to inter-regional relationship. 


However, bulk of people in Jammu now accepted 
that Article 370 of the Indian constitution ds not 
be TEATE unilaterly and with the approval of 
people of Kashmir. Some. of the Dogra nationalist 
agreed with the Kashmir nationalist that this Atticle 
is a bridge between Kashmir and rest of the country, = 
Balraj puri is of the opinion that regional 


identities are now getting stabilized and even a 


party like BJP unlike its predecessors Jana Sangh 


and PP has accepted the essence of it by adopting 


the demand for constitutional safeguards for region, 


.I may conclude that one aspect of Jammu 
politics' contributed towards alienation of Kashmir 


Muslims from rest of ine country and by turning 


mmu as a barrier between Kashmir and rest of 


Ja 


the country, played a negative role, An equally 


i portant role was also played by an other section 
im 


ammu one in reintegr 


olitics 'and thus Jammu to act as real 


ation of Kashmir with | | 
of J 


National P 
Bae politically as well as geographically between 
bridg 


j 
tå 
L 


mir leader and National leaders, 


Kash 


=e 
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" Dogras with Dogra mother tongue is singl, 


largest linguistic community if} Jammu region. AS an 
indispensable geopolitical link between the Kashmir 
valley and rest of India, Jammu is as important 
strategically and sensitively as Kashmir region 

of J&K State. However, geoagrphical tourderies - , 
between the Ravi and Pirpanchal, to the greater 
extent, have contributea in the evolution of 


distint personality of tnis region. 


Unfortunately Kashmir leaders, during there 
struggle against autocrac’y, often insisted on 
MESES ree aL 
calling fari Singh'4 rule in the state as Dogra 
rule. They forget that Dogre was not only the 
name of the ruling family but also the community 


living in Jammu region. Thus they allienated the 


Dogra people, 


The popular sentiments in Jammu region 
believing the Maheraja as the symbol of their 
security against the majority population of 
Kashmir region, linked their fate and security with the“ 
Maharaja., The Dogra Nationalists in Jammu region, l 
particularly believing the Maharaja as a political 
and cultural symbol, sided with ika him in his 
attempt to retain more and more powers in pre- 


independence period, 1t seemed to Dogra Nationalists 


than being exposed io the whims of a permanent 
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majority of Kashmir; muslims; in the state and its 
leadership. They, thus, opposed the very basis 
of the Kashmir's struggle — for freedom, Their 
open condemnation of(Maharaja or)Dogra rule 
not only created but hardened théir distrust against 
Kashmir leadersnip. They, therefore, opposed every 
political move from the valley without evaluating 
its plus and minus points. They, thus, played 
a negative a throughaut the period of struggle 
for freedom in Kashmir. In order to have a greater 
security against the Maharaja's arbitrary powers - 
tne Kashmir nationalists, on the other hand, struggled 
for ta transfer of greater degree of powers to the 
state legislature, They perceived their security 
only in democracry which among other atributes, 


meant majority rule. | 


However, the post independence politics of 
Jammu appeared to be both inter-regional and intra- 
regional conflicts, Believing their greater security 
with Indian union, the Dogra Nationalists of 
Jammu demanded full integerationof the state with 
India in. post-independence, The ouster of Maharaja 
and subsequent abolution of monarchy further deepended 
MAC distrust. The majority in Jammu turned against 
Kashmiri leadership. They could not visulize that 
the days of kings and princes had gone. Because 
of their negative attitude, they even opposed the . 
most needed Ani most radical reforms of National 
Conference government such as liquidation of rural = 


indebtners and abolation of Big Landed Estates 
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and land to the tillers. They under the banner | 
of Praja Parishad - the principal opposition 


party, most vocal instrument of its prortest . 


and most authantic voice of Jammu - opposed the 


incorpoation of Art, 37e in the Indian Constitution 


under which state secured a special status, 


They raised the slogans Ek pradhan, Ek vidhan, 

and Ek Mishan not needed. They were not in a mood 

of raising the voice for right of Jammu viz-a-viz 
that of Kashmir. They narrowed down their demands 

to such a limits that they even 4lost tne confidence 
of Jammu muslims. Some of the representation of, 
Jammu muslims even approached tbe Govt, to protect 
them from parishad terrpsism, The Dogras, like Vise 
opposed the convening of the State Consembly and 
framing a separate constitution for the State. Xhkm&x 
Due to their minority against Indian majority 

the Kashmir nationalist, on the other, wanted maximum 
autonomy and stood for limited accession of the 

State with Indian ‘union. Thus for making Art 370 i 

as a permanent feature of the Indian constitution. ' 
Sheikh Abdullah in his letter to Dr. Mookerjee 

dated 4th Feb. 1953 made it clear that so far as 

they were concerned they had maintained that the 

Special position accorded to tne state could alone 

i be the source of:a growing unity and closer 

association between the state and India. He further 
stressed that cons@mbly of India took note of 

special circumstances obtaining in the State and. ' 


made provisbons accordingly. But if the besis of 
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that relationship was sougnt to be altered, certain 


daring consequences wxx were bound to follow, 


The Dogra nationalists led by Praja Parishid 
élways pleaded for tnansfer of more and more powers 
frou Kashmir tc Delhi ratr r than powers for Jammu 
itself. They never thought collectively about 


the whole of the state of J&K and their płace in it.,” 


f 


The Praja Parishad leaders rather delivered the 
Speeches “our way is not with Kashmir. Sheikh is 
not acceptable to us", ^ Where as Sheikh Abdullah's. 
efforts ali along had been to rally the entire 
population of the state to a sense of basic unity 
and to work for the cause of building the New 
Kashmir. The Kashmir nationalist group tnerefore 


demanded maximum autonomy for tne state, 


in short regional sentiments halped to gta dit 
( gragment / popular discontent and reqional tension 


brought the regional coordiality to an end, 


bs As a result, Praja Parishsid demanded 


the right of self-determination for Jammu and 

termed Delhi Agree of 1952 as a fraud on India 

people and attack on Indian constitution and Pt.Dogra 

threatended to lauch a satyagrah if the Agreement 

was enforced. Praja Parishad backed by ghartiya 

Jana Sangh ed agitation against Delhi Agreement 
' as soon as the steps were taken to enforce its - 


provisions. 
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Meanwhile Kausnak Bakala, Head Lama of 
Ladakh and member of Consembly demanded for a 
statutory provision for Ladakh in future constitution 
of the State. A section of Doda district led by 
A.G. Goni too stressed that Doda should be given 
the status of a separate cultural unit, They 
demanded that the state to be ddvided into as 
many as five cultural units, each withequal status 
and to enjoy autonomy in the conduct of their 
internal affairs, Even Dr. Mookerjée, in hás letter 
to Shikh Abdhullah dated 4-2-1953 confirmed the 
sense of insecurity among the Jammu Hindus and 
in hás letter to Pt. Nehru dated 12-2-1953 
suggested grant of provisional autonomy to Jammu 
and Ladakh without the change of boundaries, pt.Nehru 
too in his reply to Mokerjee appreciated the idea 
ot Regional Autonomy. Sheikh Abdullah wnile broad- 
casting from Radha Kashmir Srinagar on April 17th 
1953 also proposed to give autonomy to the different 
cultural units of the State ( i.e. the valley, Jammu, 
Gilgit, Ladakh and a region consiting the district 
of Mirpur, Rajouri, Poonch and Muzzafrabad). The 
ideaseemed to be that a measure of autonomy in 
their internal affairs would remove the fears _ 
of each of these units against the other's and 
Would provde a moral, natural andnon-communal 
impetus for a sense of belonging as well as political 
participation. Subh a sense of belonging alone : 
could effectively counter the appeal for secession 


in the valley and-commuhalism in Jammu. 


è ; m f 
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When the basic principle Committee of tne 
Consembly was instructed to study the idea of 
extending autonomy to each unit and to make 
recommendations accordingly, the integrationalists 
of Jammu rejected this idea also, Perhaps their | 
policy for the search for security induced them to 
follow a negative approach anu to agitate for highly 
unified constitution. In the similar manner they 
apposed Sad ar-I-Riyesat as x the head of the 
State, a separate emblem and a separate gk flag 
for the state, They regarded these as counter to 
their concept of a unitary constitution for the 
country as well as the state, 

V 

Such a state of (J anmu generated reaction 
in the valley and provoked some of the Kashmiris 
to consolidate secessionist groups and to form 
secessionalist perty. B.P. Sharma was of the view 
that the role of Jammu end Kashmir in state politics 
was complimentary to each other though unwittingly 
This observation had also been confirmed by the 
statement of Mr. GurcharanSingh Bhatia in early 
1953 when he said "National Conference and Praja 
Parishad represent urges of the aggressive local 
nationalisms of Kashmir and Jammu respectively, 
The outbursts of the Kashmir leaders against Jammu 
help praja parshid in mobilising the pablic support. 
While anti-Kashmir campaign of the P.P. simply 
provokes arid intensifies Kashmir nationalism 


of which Sheikh Abdullah is the Hero. Balraj also 


* 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


8 

confirmed the same view and said that the P,P, and 
the. National Conference by polarising the politics 
of the state helped each other in consolidating 


their hold on their respective communities, 


Suddenly inflammotory reports spread bhat 
Shikh was thinking to declare Kashmir as independent, 
the idea of which said to have been mooted by 
American Statesmen Mrs. & Mir. Henderson during their 
visit to Kashmir in May 1953. Sheikh was unluckly 
blamded for the tone and contents of his speeches 
delivered in 1952 and 1953. The tragedy was that 
: Sheikh Acduallgh's was misunderstood and nie unde 
for maximum autonomy for the state was just taken 
for independence, All along he tried to s cid 
the disintegration of the state, That was why, 
in order to accommodate the wishes of the masses 
of the different regional and cultural units 
of tne state he and his colleagues wre working 
to create a republic within the Republic. Even 
Sri Amar Kashtriya Prantic Sebha,Jammu a negative 
tole passed a resolutioncondeming the idea of 
Republic within Republic and the adoption of State 
emblem, It termed the consembly of Kashmir as 


bogus consembly. 


Me anehile with the sudden death of 
Dr. S.P. Mookerjee in detention, the whole Northern 
Indian plunged into profound gried and submered 
by a kind of anit-Nehru and Anti-Abdullah wave. 
P.P. refused tobelieve that death occured in 
natural circumstances and charged Sheikh Abdhullah 
as muder in spite pr the fact sma he pleaded - to 
be 


nt. 
inesse eni Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 
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However the first popular elected Sheikh 
ministry was dismissed on 8th August 1953 and 
Sheikh along witn his other supporters were. arrested 
9th August, But Sheikh's political martyrdcm 


had made him a popular hero of Kashmir once again. 


Bakshi, who succeded Sheikh, while broadcasting 
from Radio Kashmir on 21 August,1953 declared: f 


"the rights and privileges tnat we secure for the 


by the people of its different parts. The Govt to 
secure equal shere of its beneficient activities 


to the people of the various constitutent units 


of the state and to safeguard representation of all 


negions in every sphere of administration and social 


life. 


. Dogra natiomalists seemed to pe pacified 
with the fall of Ist Sheikh mipri and his arrest. 
That was why P.P, leader Sins fell in the trape 
of Bakshi, who required their support to consolidate ; | 
his political position. Bakshi made some promises i 


with P.P. leaders but aë backed out later on. l 


Pt. P.N. Dogra in his letter to Bakshi dt. 1-2-1954 
reminded him his assurances made to him and pleaded 
for their fulfilment. However, the Babic principal 
Committee submitted report to the Consembly which  — 


was adopted unanimously with minor amdnduent on — 


6th Feb. 1954. pt. P.N. Dogra in his 15 pages. 
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the constitutional proposals. Here again he 
demanded the shift of more and more powers from 
Kashmir to tne Central Govt, rather than damanding 
the sharing of political power with sasnmir. 
Bakshi succeed in creating defaction within 


p.P. by distributing favours to some of its leaders. 


Even after ‘the merger of P.P. in Jana Sangh 
in 1964 the Dogra nationalist of Jammu continued 
to play a negative role, They were always worried 
about the shift of more anc more powers from 
Kashmir to Delhi, but never tnought and fought 
for June status within the state and for Jammu | 
to be equitable partner with the Valley in 


exercise of political power. 


` 


When Gajendragadkar Gommission of 1967 
recommended that if Chief Minister would boe from 
the valley, there should be Dy Chief Minister : 
from Jamu. The Dogra nationalists could not fight 


for the implementation of it during congress rule. 


—— Se 


But tney started pressing hard when Sheikh again 


came in power after indire-SBeikh Accord of 1975. 
with regrets it is to be pointed out that Jammu 
protests and sacrifies during all tne years got 
into a defeatist channel. The dogra nationalist 
failed to understand that the lack of adequate $ 
share in political power is one of the basic © 


problems of Jammu, Jammu needs safeguards 


MAE. 


' plebisit Front, instead of the 


11. 
india too played a negative role. The 
indian leadership always thougnt that Jammu end 


Ladakh had no other place except India whenever, 


therefore, people of Jammu raised tneir voice 


for their rights, they were douted by them as 


communalist. Their eyes always focussed on the 


valley ‘in order to improve their secural image 


in the world. Whatever concessions were given, 


given to the valley and they did not bother much - 


for Jammu and Ladakh regions, Even in pest Indira- .. 


Sheikh Accord og 1975 when Sheikh accepted the 
f State accession to Indie and disbanded | 


finality o 
fighting for the 


right of Jammu, the congress party when defeated 


at the BW centre in 1977 elections, started pulling 


i to Sheikh Abdullah's government. 
pH- PIAN 


and withdrew suppor 


In short dominent trend in Jammu poltics 


represented by Praja EBSKAXEK ‘parshid was a major 


| cause for provoking and encouraging the secessionalist 
Ht 


movement in Kashmir. This aspect of Jammu politics 
SN 

can be called negative in tenme of National | N 1 

N.N iy 

“ot | 


interests’ (Some individuale and groups in Samy 


with not much popular basis 


though in minority, 
role also. The important | 


| did tried i play e positive 
Gopal Dutt Megi and Jyotshi Ram 
d the demand of National Conferer 


leader Karish not  - 


only supporte 
eet abdication of Mahara 


sbolitions of the institution of M 


VA 


ja but also fovoured 


12 
participation of people of Jammu in democractic 
set up. Unfortunately such leaders were not given 
National conference mandate in consembly election 
of 1951. Balraj Puri was one of the forerunner 
who suggested political means of define Jammu's 
Status in the state as early as 1949, He continued 
to plead for constitutional provisions for 
enSuring the status of Jammu. His main emphasis 
was that whatever measure of autonomy had been 
promised to the state ehhh Indian Union should 
also be conceived to Jammu region with the proviso | 
that on similar grounds, autonomy to Jammu within 
state be conceded. He did support the aboleation 
of monarchy, Land reforms and incorpration of 
Art, 370 in Indian constitution. Even at the times 
of negotiations for Delhi Agreement of 1952, ne 
pleaded for regional autonomy for Jammu which 
was incorporated in the final agreement, In the 
earlier phase the demand for recognition of Jammu's 
regional identity, regional leadership and its 
equitable share in the power structure of the state 
was made by a group within the frame work of 


National conference, 


The J&K Kashmir Youth Conference and 
Friends of New Kashmir, Delni also played a role 
to articulate Jammu's regional urges on secular 
lines, The socialist groups also demanded the 
regional autonomy for Jammu, Later on they formed 
P.S. party. The P.S.P. not only Supported suteneny 
of state within Indian union but decentralization. 
of powers among different regions m in order to  , 


improve inter-regional cordiality, 
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A Jammu Autonomy Forum was set up under 
the presidentsnip of Balraj Puri in June 1967 to 


press tne demand of regional autonomy. 


. Agroup of Jana Sangh workers led by S. Sachah 
Singh Panchi let the party to support the autonomous 
status of Jammu. Even P.N,Bazaz, Shamim-Ahmed- 
Shamim, Mubarj Shah and other prominant citizens 
of different communities of Kashmir also supported 


this demand, 


The J&K State Peuple's Convention on inter- 
regional relations of June 1970 debated this issue: 
and adopted a five tier internal constitutional 
set up of tne stat envisaging regional autonomy 
and further devalution of political powers to 


district,blocks and panchayats. ; 


^ ^ . pJ . 4 
(2 Some individuels and groups in Jammu, 


though in.minority, with not much popular basis 
: | did try to play a position role also. In the. 
earlier phase the demand on recognition of | 
Í Jamuu's regional identity, regional leadership 


f ; and its equitable share in the power structure 


J of the state wes made by a group witain tne — = 
/ frame work of netional conference, The Jammu 

fe District NationalConference led by Balraj Puri 

Ji | | | group passed formal resolution, as early as 1949, 


demanding the abolution of tne institution of 


l4 
National Conference, But soon aft*r the abdication 
of Meherajs in 1949, this group was expelled from 


ine Natiónal Conference, ) 


( Unfortunately such leaders were not given 
National Conference mandate in condemply 
election of 1951, Balraj Puri and others, however, 
continued to suggest political means to define 
Jammu's status in the state, His main emphais 
vas that whatever measures of autonomy had been 
promised to tne state within Indian union should 
aiso be conceded to Jammu region, on the similar 
ground,He not only supported the radical reforms 
like land reforsrs but also incorporation of. 
Article 370 in the Indian Constitution, His stand 
was tc fight for the right of Jammu and aus 
status viz-a-vàz of Kashmir without offending 
the people of Keshmir by agitating against the 
Kashmir special status in Indian union ana her 


right to defend maximum autonomy, ) 


va at the time of negotiation for the 
Delhi Agrcement of 1952, ne pleaded for regional 


eutonomy for Jammu, 


However Jaya visam Nora pleaded 
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steering committee of tne Convention by Balraj 


KXMXX Puri. The Convention aebated the inter- 
regional relations in the State, The consensus 
emerged that any solution of theState's future 
should be 'peaceful' democractic, just ana 

realistic and keep in view the interests of 

all the regions, strengthen secular, democractic . 
forces, foster communal harmony and be in conformity 
witn tne Parte the freedom movement, According 
to Balraj Puri, tne convention also accepted 

he cuter regional boundaries s and thus sét 

at rest a controversy which was one of sources 

of tentions in inter-regional relations, The 
atrocities committed by the Pak- armies on their | 
muslim brothers in civil war in last Pakistan, , 
the assistance rended by India to them and 
Subsequent emergence of Bangladesh as an 
independent country nad a considerable efrect 

on Kashmir Polluce: jt strengtnened tne secular 
OCC reduced: the bargaining capacity ot the 
Kashmir leaders to balance India and. Pakistan 
created popular disillusionment witn Pakistan 


and resurgence cf regional patriotism against 


the appeal cf Muslim solidarity. 


e 
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role between Sheikh Abdullah and Indian leadership. | 
Balraj Puri claimed to be one of those and 

nelped Jammu to bridge Face than barrier between’ 
Kashmir and rest of the country. But the state 


jene Sangh still remained adament against 


placting the Kashmir Leaders particular Sheikh 


Abdullah, 


However after 22 years the wisdom damned 
upon the taken leaders once again that Sheikh 
Abdullah «as an  und&sputed leader of the valley 
and only person who could set at rest tne most 
of the controversies about Kashmir accession  ' % 
and others, The negotiation between Prime Minister 
and Sheikh started anc resulted into indira-Sheikh 


Accord ‘of 1975, 


For over hali 4 century, till his death 
Sheikh Abdullah symbolised the aspirations of 
regional matrai d Kashmir, He coultl therefore, 
had the capacity. to settle tie problems of 
inter regional relations. 1n the last shade of 
his life he reached sharply even tne slightest 


provocation from Jammu region, For instance when 


‘Dr. Karan Singh in bec, 1978 said " If State Govt, — 
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pepo eracn ii Jena Sangh and congress parties j 
in Jammu, he even could not implement the decisions 

of Jak State People's convention of 1968 relating 


to intcr-regional relationship. 


However, bulk of people in Jammu now accepted 
that Article 370 of the indian constitution can not 
be abrogated unilateriy and with tne approval of L 
people of Kashmir. Some wf the Dogra nationalist 
agreed with the Kashmir nationalist tnat this Abticle 
is a bridge between Kashmir and rest of the country. 
Balraj Puri is of the opinion that regional 
identities are now getting stabilized and even a. 


party like BJP unlike its predecessors Jana Sangh 


and PP has accepted tne essence of it by adopting 


the demand for constitutional safeguards for region. | 


l nay conclude that one aspect of Jammu 
pal: Dm AA 
politics contributed towards alienation of Kashmir ce 


Aet DAMM 
muslims "fron rest of tne country and by eur, 


Jammu es a acute between Kashmir end meee of 
the, country, proca a negative role, An equally 
important role was also played by an other section. — 


of Jammu politics in reintegration of Kashmir with | 


ce politically as E as seegrephically 


Kashmir leader. and NasenauN leaders, 
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EMERGING TREND CF REGIONAL POLITICAL 
CULTURE IN INDIAN STATES: A STUDYOE : a 
JANNU & KASHMIR | 


——— — Ó A e P 


By: Dr,Vidya Bhushan” 


The political and emotional divergence between 


the regions of the State of Jammu and Kashmir has 
been growing over years. As there exists communal 
diehotomy, regional&im, an awareness of one's Nes 
cultural heritage, historical traditions and a 

sense of political individuality, xi there have been 
contradictions end contrversies, turmolis and ee 
of conflicting interests of different regions. The 
Dogra ruler, the Maharaja Gulab Singh, though brought 
tne E under his control, yet there never 
had been cultural, ethnic and social integration of 
the people of the regions, It was merely a political 
union for administrative convenience rather than. 

a fusion of different d Osce of cultures, ways of life 


and thought. 


"Qut ‘of three regions of the State Jammu 
region with 20.76 lakhs inhabitants and 26,395 sq.k.m. 
areas is now number two in population as well as , 6 


in area, Kashmir valley, on tbe other hand, with 


eu 34,9C4 Anhabitants and two fifth of its area out: 


numbers Jammu by just dou ene lakhs. But wskokh EN 


Ladakh with 1,34,372 population is four times in 


territory. B 


gue is single 


Dogras with Dogra mother ton 


largest Linguistic community if Jammu region, As an 


nsable geopolitical link between. the Kashmir 


indispe 
Jammu is as important 


$ valley and rest of Indie; 


strategically and sensitively as Kashmir region 


geogrphical boundaries 


or JSK State. MOWeVOEE, 


between the Ravi and pirpanchal, to the greater 


extent, have contributed in the evolution of 


sonality of this region. 


| 


distint per 


Unfortunately Kashmir leaders, during there 


struggle against autocracky, often insisted on 


hts rule in the state as Dogra 


y the 


calling Heri Sing 


rule. They forget that Dogra was not oni 


ing family but also the community 


name of the rul 
juving. iN Janny region. . Thus they allitnated the 
Dogra people. 


The popular sentiments in Jammu region 


believing the Mahareje as the symbol OH their E- 


the majority population er 


‘security against 


Kashmir peonon linked their Bows end = secur 


; Maharaj a. The Dogra Nationalists in j 


arly believing the Maharajs 


acm particul 


sided with x 


‘and cultural symbol, 
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majority of Keene muslims in the state and dito 
leadership. They, thus, opposed the very basis 

of the Kashmir's struggle for freedom Their 

open condemnation of Maharaja or Dogra rule 

not only created but hardened their distrust against 


Kashmir leadership, They, therefore, opposed every 


b 


political move from the valléy without evaluating 
its plus and minus points, Thgy, thus, played 
a negetive Puis throughout the period of struggle j 
For fressar in Kashmir, In order to nave a greater 

. security “against the Maharaja's arbitrary powers - 
tne Kashmir nationalists, on the other hand, struggled 
for sve transfer of greater degree of powers So the 
state legislature. They perceived their security 
only in democracry which among other atributes, 


meant majority rule, 


However, the post independence politics of 
Jammu appeared to be both inter-regional and intra- 


regional conflicts. Believing their greater oon 


with Indian union, the Dogra Nationalists of 

Jammu demanded full integerationof the state with 
India in post nao usa Tne ouster of Maharaja 
and subsequent abolution of monarchy further deepen 


tne distrust, The majority in Jammu turned again 


; : Kashmiri leadersnip. They could not visulize h 
c : 5 La E 
the days of kings ana er amie had gone. ec auSe. 
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and land to the tillers, They under the banner 
of Praja Parishad - the principal opposition 
‘party, most vocal Ietu of its prortest 
and must Me voice of Jammu -' opposed the 


incorpoation of Art, 370 in the indien Constitution 


under which state secured a Special status, 

They raised the slogans Ek pradnan, Ek vidhan, 

and Ek Mishan not needed, They were not in a mood 

of raising the voice for right of Jammu viz-a-viz 
that of Kashmir. They narrowed down their demands 

to such a limits that they even liost the confidence 
of Jammu muslims. Some of the representation of 
‘Jammu muslims even approached the Govt, to protect 
them from parishad terrprism. The Dogras, like wise, 
opposed the convening of the State Consembly and 
framing a separate constitution for the State. Xhmx 
Due to their minority against Indian majority 

the Kashmir nationelist, on the other, wanted maximum 
autonomy and stood for limited accession of the 

state with Indian union, Thus for Be re Art 370 

as a permanent feature of the Indian constitution. 
‘Sheikh Abdullah in his letter to Dr. Mookerjee 

dated 4th Feb. 1953 made it clear tnat so far as 


they were concerned they ‘had maintained that 5he- ue 


special position accorded to tne state could alon 
E b» 


E the source of a growing pait anaa cl ales 


J thet consimb ae 
at consinbl 
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that relationship was sought to be altered, certain 


daring consequences wxx were bound to follow. 


The Dogra. nationalists led by praja parishid 
always pleadea for tnansfer of more and more powers 
from Kashmir tc Delhi ratmr than powers for Jammu 
itself, They never thought collectively about 
the whole of the state of Jak and their płace nol ale 
The Praja parishad leaders rather delivered the . 
speeches “our way i$ not with Kashmir. Sheikh is 
not acceptable to us", Where as Sheikh Abdullah's 
efforts all along had been to rally the entire T i 
population of the state to a sense of basic unity 
and to work for the cause of building the New 
Kashmir. The Kashmir Foe onalhist group tneref ore 


demanded maximum autonomy for the state. 


‘In short regional sentiments halped to 
gragment popular discontent and regional tension 


brought the regional coordiality to an end, 


As a result, praja parishaid demanded | 
the right OF self- determination for Jammu and 


termed Delhi Agree of: 1952 as a UG on india Sea 


people and attack on: Indian constitution and Pt.Dogra —— 
'"threatended to lauch a satyagrah if the Agree D ee 


was enf orced. praja Parishad bog ghart. ya 


m Jana Sangh : started juo Kona 
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Meanwhile Kaushak Bakala, Head Lama of 
Ladakh and member of Consembly demanded for a 
statutory provision for Ladakh in future constitution 
of the State. A section of Doda district led by 
nio Goni too stressed that Doda should be given 
the status of a separate cutura) unit, They 
demanded that the state to be ddvided into aS 
many as five cultural units, each withequal status 
and to enjoy autonomy in the conduct of their 
internal affairs. Even Dr. Mookerjee, in has letter 
to Shikh Abdhulleh dated 4-2-1953 confirmed the 
sense of insecurity among the Jammu Hindus and 
in has letter to pt. Nehru dated 12-2-1953 
suggested grant of provisional autonomy to Jammu 
and Ladakh without the change of poundaries. pt,Nehru 
too in his reply to Mokerjee appreciated the idea 
of Regional Autonomy. Sheikh Abdullah while TE 
casting from Racha Kashmir Srinagar on April 17th 
1953 also proposed to. give autonomy to the different 
cultural units of the State ( i.e. the valley, yep 
Gilgit, Ladakh and a region consiting the district 
of Mirpur, Rajouri,- Poonch and Muzzafrabad). The 
ideaseemed to be that.a measure of autonomy aua. B 
their internal affairs would remove the fears | 


of each of these units against the other's and | Ex 


would provde a quar natural andnon-comzunal 


impetus for a sense of belonging as well as 


; pesto Subh a sense of belonging 


ld effectively < pope the 


il 

When the basic principle Committee of the 
Consembly was Mio deua to study the idea of 
extending autonomy to each unit end to dads 
“recommendations accordingly, the integrationalists 
of Jammu rejected this idea also. perhaps their 
policy. for the search for security induced them to 
follow a negative approech ano to agitate for highly 
unified constitution. In the similar mandado E 
'epposed Sedar-I-Riyasat as 3 the head of the 
State, & separate emblem and a separate. gk flag 
for tne state. they regarded these as counter to 
their concept of a unitary constitution Poe 


country as well as the state. 


Such a state of Jammu generated reaction 
is the Valley and provoked some of the Kashmiris 
to consolidate secessionist Gr Suge and to E OH 
secessionalist party. B.P. Sharma was of E view 
that the role of Jammu and Kashmir in stete politics 
was complimentary to each other though unwittingly 
This observation had àlso been confirmed by the 
statement of Mr. GurcharanSingh Bhatia in early 
1953 when he said "Nationel Conference and Praja 
parishad ‘represent urges of the aggressive local ES F 
nationalisms of Kashmir and Jammu respectively, 


e outbursts of the Kashmir leaders; 'age 


8 


confirmed the Same view and seid, that the PoROESMG 
the National Conference by polarising the politics 
of the state helped eech other in consolidating 


their hold on their respective communities. 


Suddenly inflammotory reports spread. that 


Shikh was thinking to declare Kashmir as indépendent, 
the idea of which said to have been mooted 55 
American Statesmen Mrs, & Mr. Henderson during their 
visit to Kashmir in May 1953: Sheikh was unluckly 


plem@ed for the tone and contents of his speeches. 


delivered in 1952 end 1953. The tragedy was that 
Sheikh Abduallgh's was misunderstood and bis urge 
for maximum autonomy for nsus tas aes just taken 
' for independence. All along he tried to avoid y 
the disintegration of the state. That was why, 
in order to accommodate the wishes of the masses 
of the different regional and cultural units 
of the state he and his colleagues wre working 
to ueaee dd republic within the Republic. Even 
sri Amar Kashtriya prantic Sebha,Jammu a negative 
role passed a resolutioncondeming the idea of 
Republic within Republic. and the adoption of State 


. emblem. It termed thé. consembly of kaen us "NN 


bogus consembly. 


. Meanmhile with the, sudden c 


» 


However the first populer elected Sheikh 
ininistry was dismissed on 8th August 1953 and 
Sheikh along with his other supporters were arrested 
on 9th August, But Sheikh's political martyrdom 


had made him a popular hero of Kashmir once again. 


L. 


Bakshi, who succeded Sheikh, while broadcasting 
from Radio Kashmir on 21 August,l953 EEn ue" | 
"the .rights and privileges that we secure For VNE 
state as a whole have to be shared in, equal measure 


` || 
3 


by the people of its different parts. The Govt to 


secure equal shere of its beneficient activities | 
to the people of the various constitutent units | 
of the state and to safeguard representation of. all 
regions in every sphere of administration and’ social | 


life, à 


Dogra natiomdlists seemed to be pacified | 
witn ihe fall of Ist SHE ministry and his arrest.. 
That was why. P. >, laden easily fell in the trape 
of Bakshi, who required their support to consolidate 
his political position, Bakshi made some promises 

"yastia BLB. leaders pod de backed out later ong — | 
pt. P.N, Dogra in his letter to Bakshi dt. Hee 
reminded him his assurances. made to him a 
for their £ulfilment. However, the Bas 


Committee 


iC 


Une constitutional Bropcsulss Here again he 
donadi the shift of more and more powers from. 
Kashmir to the Central Govt. rather than demanding 
"the sharing of political power with Kashmir. 
Bakshi succeed in creating defaction within 


P. P. by distributing favours to some of its leaders. 


LI 


$ 
[ 
be. 


Even efter the merger of p.p. in Jana Sono 
^in i964 the Dogra nationelist of Jamu continued 
to pilay va negative role. They were always "c 
about the shift of more and more powers from 
Kashmir to Delhi, but never thought and fought | || 


^"£for Jammuts status within the state and for Jammu 


exercise of political power. 


to be equitable partner with the Valley in | 
Í 


When Gajendragadkar Commission of. 1967 
recommended that if Chief Minister would be from 
the valley, there. nour? be by Chief Minister a 
from Jammu. The Dogra nationalists could not fight 
for the implementation of it during congress Dule. 
But they started, pressing hard when Sheikh again 
came in power after Indire-SBeikh Accord of 1975. 
With. regrets aw is to be pointed out that ug " 
porci. and Sacrifies during all the years 


into a defeatist channel. The dogra n 


i failed to > understand that the Peak 


dtt 
India too played a negative role. The 

Indian leadership always thought that Jammu and 
Ladakh had no other place except India whenever, 
therefore, people of Jammu raised tneir voice 
for their rights, they were douted by them. as 
communalist. Their eyes always focussed on the 
valley in order to improve their secural image 
in. the world. Whatever concessions were given, 
given to the valley and &hey did not bother much 
for Jammu end Ladakh regions, Even in past [ndira- 
Sheikh Accord o9 1975 when Sheikh accepted. the 
finality of State accession to Indie and disbanded 
plebisit Front, instead of the fighting for the 
right of Jammu, “the congress party when defeated 
at the sn centre in 1977 elections, started pulling 


and withdrew support to Sheikh Abdullehts government, 


In short dominent trend in Jammu poltics 


represented py Praja PRKALK parshid wes a major 


cause for provoking and encouraging the secessionalist 


movement in Kashmir, This aspect of Jammu politics 
can be called negative. in terms of National 
interests. (Some individuals and groups in Jammu, 


though in minority, with not much popular basis 


did tried to play 4 positive role also. The important: 


leader Gopal Dutt Megi and Jyotshi Ram Karish not, 
only supported the demand of National Conference 
of abdication of Maharaja but also fovoured the 


abolition of the institution of Monarchy | and direct 


C i m s, : i 
C 0: Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


s cd 


12 
participation of people of Jammu in democractic 
set up. Unfortunately such leaders were not given 

1 
National conference mandate in consembly election 
of 1951, Balraj Puri mae one of the forerunner 
who suggested political means of define Jammuts 
status in the state as early as. 1949, He continued 
to plead for constitutional provisions for 
ensuring the status of Jammu. His main emphasis 
was that whatever measure of autonomy had been 
promised to the state within Indien Union should 
also be conceived to Jammu region with the proviso 
that on similar grounds, autonomy to Jammu within 
state be conceded, He did support the aboleation 
.of monarchy, Land reforms and incorpration of 
Art, 370 in Indien constitution. Even at the times. 
of negotiations for Delhi Agreement of 1992, ne 
pleaded for regional autonomy for Jammu which 
was incorporated in the final agreement, In the 
earlier phase the demand for recognition cf Jammuts 
regional identity, regional leadership ana its 
equitable share in the power structure of the state 
was made by a group within the frame work of 


“National conference. 


The J&K Kashmir Youth Conference and 
Friends of New Kashmir, Delni also played a role 
to articulate Jammuts regional urges on secular 
lines, The socialist groups also demanded the 
regional autonomy for Jammu, Later on’ they formed 
P.S, party. The P,S.P, not only supported autonomy . 
of state within Indian union but decentralization ; 


of powers among different regions s in order to` 


improve inter-regional cordiality. 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 
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A Jammu Autonomy Forum was set up under 
. the presidentship of -Balraj puri in June 1967 to 


press the demand of regional autonomye 


Agroup of Jana Sangh workers led by S.Bachan 
Singh Panchi let the party to support the autonomous 
 etatus of Jammu, Even P.N. BaZ aZ, Shamim-Ahmed- 
Shamim, | Mubarj shah and other prominant citizens 
of different communities of Kashmir also supported 


this demand. 


The J&K State People's Convention on inter- 
regional relations of June 1970 debated this issue 
and adopted a five tier internal constitutional 
set up of the stat envisaging regional autonomy ` 
and furtner devalution of political powers to 


district,blocks and panchayats. 


Some individuals and groups in Jammu, 
though in minority, with not much popular basis 
did try to play a position role also. In the 
earlier phase the demand for recognition of 
Jammuts regional identity, E usd leadership 
and its equitable share in the power structure 
of tne Sueuc was made by a group witnin the 
frame work of national conference, The Jammu 
District Nationalcenterenee led by Balraj Puri 
group passed omal resolution, as early as 1949, 
demanding the abolution of the institution of 
monarchy and the powers to be transferred to the 
people of Jammu also and not nexely A 
Maharaja to Kashmiri leaders. The important 
leaders of Jammu like Gopal Dutt Mengi and 


A ego Ram Krishan also these demands ‘of 
0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri . 
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National Conference, But soon after the abdication 
-of Maharaja in 1949, this group was expelled from 


tne National Conference. 


Unfortunately such leaders were not given 
National Conference mandate in condemoly 
election of 1951, Balraj Puri and others, however, 
continued to suggest political means to defind 
'Jammu'!s status in the state. His main emphais 
was that whatever measures of autonomy had been 
promised to tne state within Indian union should 
also be conceded to Jammu region, on the similar 
ground.He not only supported the radical reforms 
like land refor£ns but also incorporation of 
Article 370 in the Indian Constitution, His stand 
was to fight for the right of Jammu and its 
status viz-a-viz of Kashmir without offending 
the people of Kashmir by agitating against the 
Kashmir special status in Indian union and her 


right to defend maximum autonomy. 


Even et the time of negotiation for the 
Delhi Agreement of 1952, he pleaded for regional 
autonomy for Jammu. : ; 
- However Jaya Prakash Narayan pleaded 

for Sheikh's release and starting resh dialogue 

with him, Thus in January 1968 after his release 
third time since 1953, Sheikh met Prime Minister 
of India. He convened J&K State people 


convention in Oct, 1968, Jammu represented in 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 
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steering committee of the Convention by Balraj 

Rxix Puri.. The Convention debated the inter- 
regional relations in the State, The consensus 
emerged that any solution of theState's future 
should be 'peaceful' democractic, just and 

realistic and keep.in view the interests of 

all the regions, strengthen secular, democractic 
forces, foster Commu harmony and be in conformity ^ 
with the values of the freedom movement, ego ! 
to Balra U PURIN tne ioivention also accepted 
the inter regional boundaries sf and tnus set 


-at rest a controversy which was one of sources 


of tentions in inter-regional relations. The 
atrocities committed by the Pak- armies Ga Uned 
muslim ORES in civil war in last Pakistan, 
the assistance rended by India to them and 
subsequent emergence of Bangladesh as an 
independent country had a considerable effect 
E Reimers politics, TE strengthened the secular 
forces, reduced the bargaining capacity of the 
Kashmir leaders to balance india and Pakistan 


a u 


created populer disillusionment with Pakistan 


* 


Sie resurgence of pest opel patriotism eens, Y xe 


the appeal of Muslim Solidarity. 


* 


se l . Thus Indo-Pak war of 19 


- of Bangladesh created f 


16 


role qx Sheikh Abdullah and.Indian leadership. 
Balraj Puri claimed to.be one. of those: and 
helped Jammu to bridge rather than barrier between: 
Kashmir and rest of the country. But the state 

Jana Sangh still remained adament against " 


placting the Kashmir Leaders particular Sheikh P 


aod. 


However after 22 years. the wisdom dawned 
upon the Indian leaders once again thet Sheikh 
Abdullah was an Ei i leader of the valley - 
and only person who could set at rest the most i 
of the controversies about Kashmir accession NE. 
and others. The negotiation between prime Minister ` 
and Sheikh started and resulted into Indira-Sheikhi 


Accord or, ENS j . A 


For over half a century, till his death E 


I 


Sheikh Abdullah symbolised the aspirations of 


ao 


E national of ‘Kashmir. pe coult, theref orch, 4 


had the capacity to settle the problems of 


inter regional relations, In the last phase of 


Be iia 


his life he reached sharply even tne slightest | 


provocation from Jammu region. For instance when 


& 


f i ; 16 


oppositi 
ae on iJana Sangh and congress parties 


>. 4 
in Jammu e ' i 
Jammu, heken could not implement the decisions 


to inter-refmal relationship. 


n 
! 
L| 


Hower, | bulk of people in Jammu now accepted 


that Artioli 37O of the indien constitution can not 


be abrogated unilaterly and with the epproval of 
people of kashmir. Sue of the Dogra nationalist 
agreed with the E aao a that this AC 
3e g bridge between Kashmir and rest of the country. 
Balraj Puriis of the opinion that regional 


identite now oana stabilized and even a 


party like BJP unliké its predecessors Jane Sangh 


and pp has eccepted the essence of iu By adopting 


UMS demand forc CO onstitutional safeguards for region. 


I may conclude that one aspect of Jammu S. 


politics contributed towards alienation of Kashmir 


itus Lims frorn ost of tne country and by turning 
Janpu as d barrier between Kashmir and m of 


the p played a negative role. An equally 


role was also played by an other sect: 


u politics in reintegration of Kashmir 


onal pus ena e uen to act as 


_A STUDY OE 
KASHMIR'S CUNSIIlUI1ONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE | 


CENTER IN LIS TRUE PSYCHO - PULIIICO-Hi9IURICAL 
PERSPECTIVES. Ru ee 


By; Dr. Vidya Bhushan“ 


In the lap of the Himalayas lies the world 
famous Valley of Kashmir, surrounded by mountains 
where the frisking cascades, bubbling springs,sprawling 
verdant fields and saffron belts have remained un- 
changed despite invasions of the Moghuls, Tartar, 


Sekh 
Huns, Pathans, Skihs and others, 


Kashmir whose borders touch Pakistan, India, 


Afghanistan, Russia and China has enthralled poets, 
emperors, warriors, sages and saints by its talismanic 


charms which nature has bestowed on it in abundance, 


It is not only because ofart and culture, 
natural beatuty and panoramic landscapes that Kashmir 
is famous in the world but it is well known because 
of its geographical, military and political importance 
in this whole region; particularly in the sub-continent, 
With all this, its civilizetion, history end unique 


style of the xzgXERxhxxayx£xmumxkhm people's living 

have been its greatness, And people of the region have, 
from the very inception, remained deamon of maintain- 
ing their individuality and freedom. Whenever any 3€ 
foreign aggressor, after crossing its ae 


ravines and mountain pases „tried to subjugate I 


the ezess=seaiaen of the Val 


people, 


did not lay their arms eas 


p 
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. end the partition of the country created a set of 
new circumstances and sieur UR State of Jammu 
and Kashmir acceeded to the Indian Union, The offer 
of the accession was made by the Maharaja and suppo- 
rted by the leadership of the All J&K National 
Conference. it, being an-integral part of the -India 
Union, enjoys-a special status by-virtue-—of—Article. 
346—of-the-Indian Constitution. 


However, Jammu and Kashmir State, which is 
an integral part of Indian Union, enjoys a special 
status by virtue of Art. 370 of the Indian Constitution, 


Py af 
Bee, the Kashmir's constitution relations with 


the Union of India is still an incomplete story of 
adjustment of respective sphere of power between 


reveals tne hazards of NET building in the devel- 


oping wprld, Where plurality of religion language, 


race and culture geographical factors and uneven. 


political developments creates strains and atnese 


in the adjustment of relations, 


The process of integration end conditutionel 
adjustment, which had been adopted in regard to "C 


other Indian States was not at all followed in the 


between state and central govt, Ee to im 
PESO A44 


governed by the provision of the Kashmiris 
iF Ha x *& 
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May, 1949, The position crystallised finally, when 
the special provision 306-4 drafted to be placed 
before Consembly of India, This draft Act was revised 
three times just to accommodate the view points of 
both the parties, The provisions giving a special 
status to the Kashmir state, therefore, were finally 
embodied in the Art,370 of the Indian Constitution. | 
ie was a step to fulfil the long cherished desire of | 
Kashmir leaders with regard to State autonomy by 
limiting the powers of Union President and parliament, 
Thus only Art.l and 370 of the Indian Constitution were 


to apply to Kashmir. 1 
B 


During the first phase of the democractic 


rule in the state, which started with the state's 
accession to Indian union way back in Oct, 1947 and 
terminated with the Sheikh's dismissal and arrest 

in August 1953, the National Conference leadership 
demanded concessions and maximum autonomy inorder to 
protect their separate Kashmir Nationalism, Such a move 
was against the demand of the integrationist group 


particularly in Jammu regions? which was agitating for 


full integration of the state with the Indien Union, 


Ihe attempts were also made to build such a structure 


which would meet the demands of both the groups-the 


autonomists and integrationists. Thus Delhi Agreeient 


as signed between the State and Central 


s. E 


of July 1952 w 


sade: ild a structure of the constituti 
leaders to bui oF ne oF 
relationship between Kashmir, But bui 


4 


for further discussion, But when this model was 

put topractical tests, it cracked because of the 
3 3 ; Wi 

motivational diffe.ences and,result was the crisis 


Of n1953. 


In the wake of the constitutional crisis 
the aspirations of the larger part of tne people in 
the valley concentrated on having larger autonomy inthe 
State's relationship with the Indian union, The 


secessionists and the integrationists treaded on 


two extreme paths. In the result, the effort of the 
Kashmir leadership was to rally and placate the 
diverse elements in the state to an endorsement of the 
larger state autonomy. The Ksshmirileadership heard 

the slogans of the Jammu integrationists and wanted 

to assure the people in the valley that larger eutonomy 
of the state would not be sacrificed at any cost 

add they were ready to have a constitutional set-up 


in which all major cultural units could have a larger 


measure of internal autonomy. 


In the second phase which comprises 


approximately, a decade of Bakshi Ghulam Mohats 


premiership (1953-63) the Kashmir leadership tended 


to move from larger autonomy to limited autonomy 
to stablise its constitutional relationship with 
indian union. To realise this x in concrete te 


the then Kashmir leaders, embákred upon a. 


integration be 
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The will to chisel a distinctive Consitutional 
personality of the State became flabby, The Consitution 
took increasingly the shape of a carbon copy of the 
Indian constitution with certain separate features to 
accommodate the political culture of Kashmir and 
local sentiments, But complete stability was not 
achieved even after all this. 

zelal dÁ & 
The third phase mainly eceupied Mr. Sadiq's 


nister beginning early in 1964 and 
ce (ere. 


For reason already 


years as Chief Mi 
down to this death in Deeember 1971. 
Mr. Sadiq thought the time ripe for a 


e witn the Union 


enuncieted. 
progressive integration of the stat 


and may steps, including the extention of some of the 


beneficial union lawas at the request of the State 


government, were taken in this direction, At a leter 


stage, he was shrewsl enough to realise that he was 


losing his popularity witn the people in the valley 


largely on account of the a d intenna Si he had 
{he alienation of some, niie wo Ü 


ourse, of the secessionists. 


embarked upon. ne reaction 


of the autonomists and of C 
he took in hand a policy 


Shortly efter, 
acation of Sheikh Abdullah 


vis-a-vis parties and pl 
owes in an effort to Tally We general 


and his follov A) 


support to his administration. 


The fourth gue. commenced when the me 


f liberalization 


—————— —À— 
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than Sadiq ond offered to vacate his office in favour 
of a come-back on the part of the Sheikh, following 
the Indira-Sheikh Delhi accord after protracted and 
prolongerinegotiati pns by the emissaries of the 

two leaders. The accord stressed the basic element of 
the autonomy of the state, and the finality of Art. 

370 of the Union Constitution. Sheikh had made no 
seeret of the fact that he wanted the perpe tinh retention 
of the speicial status of the State in the Indian 
Union. The accord, therefore, once again entrenched 

the Kashmir speicial status with in the Indian 

Union and prepared the way for Sheikh's return to the 
constitutional position. Sheikh once ag gaia urged for 
the largest possibàe state autonomy, stressed the 
finality of the accession and the Special status of 

the state aS provided under Art 370 of the constitution 
of India. In any case, with the return of the Sheikh 

to consitutional position, the wheel seemed to have 
gone full cirele and state leadership appeared to be 
back to the policy of the first phase ior to THS 

urge for the largest possible state autonomy, stressing 
the finality of the accession and the speicial Status 
of the state as provided under Art.370 of the 
Constitution of India and reflected further in the 
Indo-Kashmir Agreement of 1952 as well as in the 


Indra-Sheikh Accord af 1975. 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 
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Or H'aToc a eros l Š 
Jr, Farooq Abdullah the present chief | 
qu i ES l 
Minister more or les 
} ser more or Less, seems to follow the policy 


of his father so far as 
auner so Lar aS centre-state relations 


are concerned., 
! 
f 


A look at the working of Jammu and Kashmir | 


state's relations with the Indian dominion makes a bu 


^ ^ y E P 4 " '] 
wv, Ho perol A Son’ pec (cat [vx 


e 3 , _ Aoa beg 
clean sweep of the lurking feat that its speicia dir 
status may prove dangerous for the national | 


integrity and solidarity. Article I of the Indian 1 
| 


Gonstitution applicable to the state without any } 


modification is an assurance in this direction, The 


conception that incorporation of article 370 may 


create a 'Republic within a Republic! is not correct, 


Wie as. 2 constitutional gurantee and a psychological 


satisfaction for Kashmiris and Kashmiri leaders. The 


reality is that Jammu and Kashmir state is also 
o which other 


subject to the same pulls and pressures t 


Indian states are. It is believed (Jana Sangha) that 


(2) 
urge for autnomy will spell the disintegration of 


Indias and that other states will also press for 


autonomy, But hkere is already a trend going on in | 


the states to ask for more and more autonomy for ^ 
| 


Ru bengal 
themselves (Tamil Nadu, Assam, Punjab Akalies), The 
trend may be described as from universalism to tnat 


of particulerism or from a unitarian pattern of 


he 
federalism to plurastic pattern of federalism, 


ji icd) 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 
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In case of Jamnu and Kashmir State, 
the circumstances were more speical and difficulty 
and the aspiration for more autonomy within the 
frame-work of the Indian Political system is not 
altogether singular and unique, A look at the Speeches 
made by the members in the Indian Constitution 
Assembly makes it clear that there were states and 
communities which has reservations about the strong 
centre and mode of appointment of Governor and his 
discretionary powers. For example, relatively backward 
states like Assam and Orissa were in¥ avour of weak 
centres, As opposed to this, Madras was in favour 
of a strong centre, States, where Muslims were in a 
minority favoured strong centre while as the Sikhs 
who constituted a minority in the country as a whole 
put a sizeable number in Punjab were in favour of weak 
centre. Similarly, the members of the members of 
the Brahmin caste were more favourable to a highly 


centralized federation than the members from Xxx 


other caste. 


So Jammu and Kashmir state is mou the 
only exception, It is, however, otherwise different, 
The quantum of difference may be unique; but these VW»? 


principles of difference is-mot, There is à tacit 


put a mistaken assummption of uniformity in the ~ ig 
status of all the constituent units of the indian | 


Union, A close examination of the Indian C 


will reveal that this assumption 


least exgpaggerated, and the 


m L2 
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There are speé£al provisions governing 
certain groups of people such as minorities, Schedulecl 
Castes and Tribes, and the administration of certain 
areas, The fifth schedule for example provides for 
differential treatment for scheduledtribes and 
speical dispensation for the administration and control 
of scheduledareas, Some of these provisions have the 
effect of diminishing the powers of the state 
government under whose territorial jurisdiction these 
areas fall. The sixth schedule again provides for 
another set of special eonsiderations to govern 
the administration of tribal areas of Arunchal, 
Meghalaya and Migoram. There are still other spectral 


provisions governing Assam and Nagaland. 


The so-called Kashmir probxlem$á was, and is, 
in fact involved into an issue for "more autonomy", 
The demand for autonomy and retention of Ait O/O 
meinly comes from the valley because Kashmiries 
have not yet developed the psychological feeling 
of integrative identification with India which is 
very much there in case of other indian races. 
Kashmiries and their leaders are looking at Art,370 


as a permanent guarantee for the presefvation of their 


own nationalism, 


More recently, stress is being placed 
tates of the tpe on, AS 


dibus. 1. bt ee er LOL. eo 7 
including Kashmir, Jte qm SBE) 9 


ae te ait, aca cual 
made to act as a wall 


- T MM e TR 
of centre a 
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t : 
9 the centre in the Instrument of the state's 
ascession, it is a sound domocratic basis of the 


state's partnership in the Indian federal setup. 


I may conclude that tne working of centre- 
State relations in India shows that to have a uniform 
pattern of relations is not a must for the working 
of federalism. India being a plural and politically 
uneven society the centre state relations have to be 
of a varying nature, Throughout the constitutional 
development there was an attempt in the direction 
of uniformity, But complete uniformity and stability 
has not possible because of the synamic nature of the 
society and tensions between the centre and the states 
are not peculiar to any particular political system. 
They have existed in all federal states. The federal 
political systesm established in the developing areas 
have not always proved stable and successful. Some 
have distintegrated, others have been coverted into 
a mnitary political unions, Ner-has (he federal 

deb mi PEE 

solution always been, accepted as the appropriate 


one to begin with, In Gyhana, Ceylone, Sudan and 


Belgion Coonge, despite the urgent advocacy of federal 


political structure by certain groups, unitary govern- . 


ment was chooses right at the outset, Revolt by East 


Bengal against Pakistan and the secession of Sing 


to tensions and revisions 


Aat 
$ecession from the Indian feration, This is 
due to the skilful administration and the 
long sighted political acumen of the leaders 
and rulers concerned, Demands are being propor- 
tionately made and responded in order to 


maintain the equalibrum, 


MEL am. 


_A STUDY OF 
KASHMIR'S CONSTITUTIONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
CENIER IN ITS TRUE PSYCHO - POLITICU-HISTOKICAL 
PERSPECTIVES 


By: Dr. Vidya Bhushan” 


in the lap of tne Himalayas lies tne world 
famous Valley of Kashmir, surrounded by mountains 
where tne frisking cascades, bubbling springs,sprawling 
verdant fields and saffron belts have remained un- 


- 


changed despite invasions of tne Moghuls, Tartar, 
Sc LA e 
Huns, Pethans, Skihs and others. 


Kashmir wnose borders touch Pakistan, India, 
Afghanistan, Russie and China has enthralled poets, 
emperors, warriors, sages and saints by its talismanic 


charms which nature has bestowed on it in abundance. 


It is not only because ofart and culture, 
natural beatuty and panoramic landscapes that Kashmir 
is famous in the world put it is well known because 
of its geographical, military end political importance 
in this whole region, particularly in the sub-continent, 
With all tnis, its civilization, history snd unique t: 


\ : 
style of tne R#wkxnxnannyxigomxkaa@ people's living ` 
have been its greatness. And people of the region have, 


from the very inception, remained d£éirous of maintain- 
ing their individuality and freedom, Whenevex any 


foreign aggressor, after crossing its gorqacue 


4 
revines and mountain pases »tried to sr 
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end the partition of tne country created a set of 
new circumstances and vitusteohiedit State of Janmu 
and Kashmir acceeded to the Indien Union. The offer 
of the accession was made by the Meharaja and suppo- 
rted by the leadership of the All J&K Netional 
Conference. (It being an integral part of the India 
Union, enjoys a Special status by virtue of Article 


37G of tne Indian Constitution.) 


However, Jammu and Kashmir State, whicn is 
an integral part of Indian Union, enjoys a special 
status by virtue of Art. 370 of the Indian Constitution, 
eO the Kesnmir'e constitution meneame with 
the Union of India is still an incomplete story of 
adjustment of respective sphere of power between 
federal polity and a consituent unit, It actually 
reveals the hazards of National building in the devel- 
oping wprld. Where plurality of religion language, 
race and culture geographical factors and uneven 


political developments creates strains and stresses 


in the adjustment of relations. 


: : es AU : 
The process of integration and conditutional 


adjustment, which nad been adopted in regard to tne 


otner indian States was not at all followed in tne 
case of Kashmir, The constitutional relationship 
between state and central govt. continued to be 
governed by the provision of the Kashmir's instrument 


of AccesSionlof 26th Oct. 1947, When the constitution 


of India was being completed by—k95C, it was deemed 
necessary to wake provisions in Indian Constitution . 
regarding the status of Kashmir state. Certain € tu 


Ka E 


and state leadership in a meeting 
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May, l949. The position crystallised finally, when 
the special provision SU6-A drafted to be placed 
before Conseubly of india, This draft Act was revised 
three tines just to acconuinodete the view points of 
both the parties, The provisions giving a special 
Status to the Kashmir state, therefore, were finally 
embodied in the Art,370 of tne indian Constitution. 

It was a step to fulfil the long cherished desire of 
Kashmir leaders with regard to State autonomy by 
limiting the powers of Union President end parliament, 
Thus only Art.l and 370 cf the Indian Constitution were 


to apply to Kashmir, 


During the first phase of the democractic 
rule in the state, which started with the state's 
accession to indian union way back in Oct. 1947 and 
terminated with tne Sheikh's dismissal and arrest 
in August 1953, tne National Conference leadersnip 
demanded concessions and maximum autonomy inorder to 
protect their separate Kashmir Nationalism, Such a move 
was against the demand of the integrationist group ! 
particularly in Jammu regione which was agitating for 
full integration of the state with the Indian Union. 
Ihe attempts were also made to build such a structure 
which would meet the demands of both tne gvoups-the 
autenomists and integrationists. Thus Delni Agreesent 
of July 1952 was signed between the State and Central 
leaders to build a structure ef tne constitutional. y 


ancl We een 


relationship between Kashmir, But building 


d CMT PNE p ce t^ = ; 
for further discussion. But when tnis model was 


4 


put topractical tests, it cracked because of the 


motivational diffe ences and result was the crisis 


In tne wake of the constitutional crisis 
the aspirations of the larger part of tne people in 
the valley concentrated on having larger autonomy inthe 
State's relationship with the Indian union. The 
secessionists and the integrationists treaded on 
two extreme paths, In tne result, the effort of the 
Kashmir leadership was to rally and placate the 
diverse elements in the state to an endorsement of the 
larger stal: autonomy, The Ksshmir leadership heard 
the slogans of tne Jammu integrationists and wanted 
to assure the people in the valley tnat larger autonomy 
of tne state would not be secrificed at any cost 
and they were ready to have a constitutional set-up 
in which all major cultural units could have a larger 


measure of internal eutonomy. 


in the second phase whicn comprises 
approximately, a decade of Bakshi Ghulam Mohd's 
premiership (1953-63) tne Kashmir leadership tended 
to move from larger autonomy to limited autonomy 
to stablise its constitutional relationsnip with 


indian union. To realise this x in ee ne aes terms, 


the then Kashmir leaders, embakred upon a cantons 


and partial due a beyond the position already 
reached upon we sae of the dismissal of Sheikh 
Abduallah. The Kasnmir consitution was finally enacted 


in Nov. 195 and enforced on 26th January ga by 


giving affect to this policy. E 
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The will to chisel a distinctive Consitutional 
personality of tne Stats became flabby., The Consitution 
tood increasingly the shape of a carbon copy of the 
indian constitution vith certain separate features to 
accommodate the politicel culture of kashmir and 
local sentiments, But complete stability was not 
achieved even after all this. 

debaled fo 

The third phase mainly occupied pr, Sadiq's 
years os Chief Minister beginning early in 1y64 and 
down to &his death in Deeember 1971. For, reason; akreedy 

j enunciated, Mre Sadiq thought the time rije for a 
progressive integration of the state with the Union 
and may steps, including the extention of some of the 
fh beneficial union lawas at the request of the State 
| government, were taken in this direction, At a later 
| stage, he was shrewd, enough to realise that he was 
losing his popularity witn tne people in the vailey 
| largely on account of the progressive integration he had 
"AS embarked upon. the alienation of some, due to the reaction 
ja of the autonomists and of course, of the secessionists. 
Shortly after, he took in hand a policyot liberalization © 
vis-a-vis parties and placatio. of Sheikh Abdullah 
and his followek in an effort to raliy the general 


support to his administration, 


l The fourth phase commenced when the mentle 


of Sadiq in December, 1971. Sye 
hagene the Gules, wins na 


e 


6 
than Sadiq ona offered to vacate his office in favour 
of a come-back on the part of the Sheikh, following 
the Indira-Sheikh Delhi accord after protracted and 
proiongezl negotiations by the emissaries of the 
two leaders. The accord Stressed the basic element of 
the autonomy of the State, and the finality of Art. 

370 of the Union Constitution. Sheikh had made no 
secret of the fact that he wanted the perpe tunfl retention 
of the speicial status of the State in the Indian 
Union. The accord, therefore, once again entrenched 

the Kashmir speicial status with in the Indian 

Union snd prepared the way for Sheikh's return to the 
constitutional position. Sheikh once again urged for 
the largest possibke state autonomy, stressed the 
finality of the accession and the special status of 

the state as provided under Art 370 of the constitution 
of India. In any case, with the return of the Sheikh 

to consitutional position, the wheel seemed to have 
gone full cirele and state leadership appeared to be 
pack to the policy of the first phase ie. to the 

urge for the largest possible state autonomy, stressing 
the finality of the accession and the Speicial status 
of the state as provided under art.370 of the 
Constitution of India and reflected further in the 
Indo-Keshmir Agreement of 1952 as well as in the 


Indra-Sheikh Accord of 1975, 
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và le zx D . 
Dr, Farooq Abdullah the present ehief 
Minister more or iess, g ; f 
vi more or Less, seems to follow the policy 
ae, ee m 
o2 ais father so far as centre-state relations 


are concerned, 
A look at the working of Jammu and Kashmir 


state's relations with the Indian dominion makes a 


7 
Fao vecuxet “fe SJ: nu (x oa pat An 


clean sweep of the Jurkiny ‘feat, that its speicial tae 
status may prove dangerous for the national 
integrity and solidarity. Article I of the Indian 
Constitution applicable to the state without any 
modification is an assurance in this direction, The 
conception that incorporation of article 370 may 
create a 'Republic within a Republic' is not correct, 
It is a constitutional gurantee and a psychological 
satisfaction for Kashmiris and Kashmiri leaders. The 
reality is that Jammu and Kashmir state is also 
subject to the same pulls and pressures to which other 
Indian states are, It is believed (Jana Sangha) that 
urge for autnomy will spell the disintegration of 
Indian and that other states will also press for 


autonomy. But hfere is already a trend going on in 


the states to ask for more and more autonomy for 


weegt Beng a 


elves (Tamil Nadu, Assam, Punjab Akalies). The 


trend may be described as from universalism to that 


\of particularism or from a unitarian pattern of 


b. 
federalism to plurastic pattern of federalism. 
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In case of Jammu and Kashmir State, 
the circumstances were more speical and difficulty 
and the aspiration for more autonomy within the 
frame-work of the Indian Political system is not 
altogether singular and unique. A look at the speeches 
made by the members in the indian Constitution 
Assembly makes it clear that there were states and 
communities which has reservations about the strong 
centre and mode of appointment of Governor and his 
discretionary powers. For example, relatively backward 
states like Assam and Orissa were inf avour of weak 
centres, As opposed to this, Madras was in favour 
of a strong centre, States, where Muslims were in a 
minority favoured strong centre while as the Sikhs 
who constituted a minority in the country as a whole 
but a sizeable number in Punjab were in favour of weak 
centre, Similarly, the members of the members of 
the Brahmin caste were more favourable to a highly 
centralized federation than the members from X&x 


other caste. 


So Jammu and Kashmir state is not the 


only exception, It is, however, otherwise different. 


The quantum of difference may be unique; but these t5 w? 


principles of difference áginot, There is a tacit 
but a mistaken assummption of uniformity in the 
status of all the constituent units of the Indian 
Union. A close examination of the Indian Constitution 
will reveal that this assumption is mistaken or at 
least exsaggerated, and the assertion made so 

often that fathers of our constitution were almost 
unanimous in establishing a strong centre is not 


correct, 
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There are speétal provisions governing 
certain groups of people such as minorities, Scheduled 
: Castes and Tribes, and the administration of certain 
areas, The fifth schedule<for example provides for 
differential treatment for scheduledtribes and 
speical dispensation for the administration and control 
of schedule(areas. Some of these provisions have the 
effect of diminishing the powers of the state 
government under whose territorial jurisdiction these 
areas fall. The sixth schedule again provides for | 
another set of special eonsiderations to govern 
the administration of tribal areas of Arunchal, 
Meghalaya and Migoram. There are still other specbal: 


provisions governing Assam and Nagaland, 


The so-called Kashmir probslems$ was, and is,’ 
in fact involved into an issue for "more autonomy". 
The demand for autonomy and retention of Art.370 
mainly comes from the valley because Kashmiries 
have not yet developed the psychological feeling 
of integrative identification with India which is 
very much there in case of other indian races, 
Kashmiries and their leaders are looking at Art, 370 


as a permanent guarantee for the presefvation of their 


own nationalism, 


More recently, stress is being placed on the 
state autonomy by different states of the Union, 
including Kashmir. If necessary, article 370 may be 
made to act as a wall of demgrcation of the powers 
of the centre and the state, The fact that 
concurrance of the state government is a condition 
precedent to the extension of the centre's field 
to the state beyond the three subjects surrendered 
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to t ; 
he centre in the Instrument of the State's 
a i Te. 
Scession, it is a sound domocratic basis of the 


state's partnership in the Indian federal setup. 


I may conclude that the working of centre- 
State relations in India shows that to have a uniform 
pattern of relations is not a must for the working 
of federalism. India being a plural and politically 
uneven society the centre state relations have to be 
of a varying nature, Throughout the constitutional 
development there was an attempt in the direction 
of uniformity, But complete uniformity and stability 
Was not possible because of the synamic nature of the 
society and tensions between the centre and the states 
are not peculiar to any particular political system. 
They have existed in all federal states, The federal 
political systesm established in the developing areas 
have not always proved stable and successful, Some 
have distintegrated, others have been coverted into 
a mnitary political unions. Ner-has the federal 
solution Piece been, accepted as the appropriate 
one to begin with, In Gyhana, Ceylone, Sudan and 
Belgion Coonge, despite the urgent advocacy of federal 
political structure by certain groups, unitary govern- 


ment was choosed right at the outset, Revolt by East 


Bengal against Pakistan and the secession of Singapore 


from Malaysian £deration are the two = at 


home, In India too centre-state relations are subject 


to tensions and revision’ especially in case of J&K 
state. But the demand for greater and greater state 
autonomy here has amounted neither to revolt not to 
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ll 
Secession from the Indian feration, This is 
due to the skilful administration and the 
long sighted political acumen of the leaders 
and rulers concerned, Demands are being propor- 
tionately made and Xesponeoo in order to 


maintain the equàlibrum, 


THE po Litics ef NEWRY SPEC H | A 
Acca D ( DELH! AGREEMENT) OF 153. 


e prre : : 
E 
] Pol 
DI DOL) TICS E eee tena 


Accor ‘ing to the instrument of Accession of 


` 26th Coteber 1947, The State of Jartu and Kashmir hañ a 
acceeded to the Indian. ‘Union cn three. subjects - Foreign  . | 
'. affairs, communication and Defence, Rest of the matters P 


wore leit to the State's discretion, tre ternit va M 


THE potiics of NEHRU- SHE! k H 
AccoRD C DELHI AGREEMENT) OF 1882. 
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CHE Pali 7(cCsS 6F OF 
Accoriing to the instrui: it of Accession of t 
`- 26th Cetober 1947, The State of Samra and Kashmir had ë 
t 


aceceded to the Indian Union cn three subjects = Foreign 
' Affairs, communication and Defence, Rest of the matters 
were left de the State's discretion the result was that 
l ' the applicasil!ty fundamental rights, citizenship, — Supeeme 
° Court, Election Commission, comptrolier and ^udítor General etc 
: were putwithin the State's residuary powers, The then State =} 
i ucciso Head by Sheikh Abéullah had, thus, a free hand 
to conduet ihe interni administration of We ae. i 


if 


Feat flowevors ionis oui v gi ee a 
introducing land reforms in the state at a time when e al 
nobody in Pakistan and very few in India had thought of 

stig rents me tine i Ha E Fe 
Votereste ond the dostruction of aprarien aristoeracr, M 


abel ition of spinors and usce pte tas? 22 or 
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nereipitating a crisis. 
sian with a view eo percipira «| 


| cm - r Parished 
E 3 n in cause s of the Praja Pe risne 
: £ the mai: f 


E P Y ma ini 
Jarra The Land reform programme nainly 

v werent in Tamm, the +: pc. A 
pa the Jammu Province which consist : 

ncome was lande. 

| | | ^e and wnese only source of income wa | 
A LH E z E Ag E ; 5 : 

t 3 : of Jandior BA 

| | =e | while, the Praja Parishad. the only opposition I at 
- Meow ge pes Fae as * Conferéhc? 
| ^E | | dia? ed tne Aall Jammu ang Kashmir National 
: El dama. arg n 


xxu s rethods 

: | A ernment with adopting dubious xt 
: and its govexrm mete 5  w£xxx Ami 

tn the elections of the Kashmir Conseil? 262 
0m | lege on 15th January. 1747. 
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E 
ed proper tics; a the nationalisation of the Lan 


t DOR CM were prog re: ZI ," content and measures of 
uct M toles- 
great signi ficante,) (s to out this economic prod rane 


of ‘Naya Kashmir’ inte operation that the state yeariers 
senanded some of the coneessions an? partial application of 
chanter Iii of the indian constitution, * The reforma, 

through theoretically sound, were int roduced in a huff. 

She breathless hurry in which a time old system was abolished 5 
left everyone won tering. The old system of money-Lending 

wag ablished, but ro ef fort was made to provide alternative 


d 


means of credits to co-opt rative movement was eonoeplised by 


a few individuale, 


, The land reform programme was not implemented 
satisfactorily. All the facts Of omission and comis ice 
inovitably created Latte scale discontent in various parts — 
of the. State. Kashmir Valley's wails, Ladakh's banans, ‘and 
Barnu's Wir aL provided an opportunity to the ' 
reactionary elenents both cutside an^ inside the State to 
exploit the situation wits a view to percipitating a —Ó 


apie became ore of the min cause e ‘of the Praja Partshed 
. 


movement in Jammu. The land reform programme mainly ait 
Tees enat section of the Jom Province nich consisted i 
gf landloris and vhose only source of income vas lente | 
meanwhile, the Praja Parishac, the only opposition party ino 


Sammy arges the Nis Jerre and Kanhai Mata 
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where a few students staged a demonstration ahd registered 

a pretest against the hosting the National Conference Place 
ze to their penalisatión, stucents' hunger strike, violence 
| police lathiecharce, firing, intervention of army, imposition 
of 72 hours’ Curfew and arrest of Paraja Parished leaders, 
Mira Mohd Beg, the then Chairman ef the Basic Principles 

dor ittee, ceclared that the State of Tem would be “ah 


autonomous Republic with the Indian Union, with a separate 4 
president, National Assembly, Judiciary, Regional Autonomy mae 
and separate Citizenship,” Beg's EYE d aeit re a 
resented not only in Jammu, but in Ladakh and created. E 


` sericus "udin shout the credibility of the leaders 

of Kashmir.” The siready pent-up ‘feelings of the people of 
uem were Kindied ani the result vas protests and agitation 
against the covernment, They developed the nsychological - 
coming that the new regime vas "Anti ogra." These feelings 
wore the) ri from the day when the royal dynasty was INTE 
wc dune e 
en! denanied more integration and abrogation of Article S7. 7 | 
The sesmit vas interüal instability, EM a d 


the Constitution of the ! State is concerned we aim at naking its free 
Worksuch that the State will be am autonomous unit within the Indian 
Union MASS was highly certised by the Indian Presa, ? indian 
Ledders and the seen took autonomy for independence. Even n 

Hr. N.C. Ayyangar, the then Sinister of State of India who visited 
Jammu in April, 1952 to study the situation and to cool passions, 
"advised that the farmers of the state Constitution to be practical 
and not led by Shibboleths and theoratie ideas and rather to display 


a measures of political wisdom, 10 


At hia instance the Praja Parished 
leaders were released, But Sheikh Abdukkah felt hart by central interference, 
In another speech on April 6, 1952 at Hagaratbal, Sheikh Abdullah pointed . 
(ut that in no way Kashmiris vere prepared to renounce their cherished 

ideology in furtherence of whichthey had offered blood and sweat drive 


the last two decades, lie added thet Kashmipis had acceded to India 
in three subjects — Defence, External Affairs and Comm rication and 


they enjoyed complete frecdom in their internal affairs, 


i oe 


On the other hand the conseubly of Kashmir Unanimously 


adop$ed a separate flag for the state on 7th June 1952 and the intera F 

report of the Basic principle Conni ttee for the abolation of heredity 
ane monarchy and the elective head of the state on 12th Jure 1952, Asa l 
; Seas on Un Epio emotional out burst Sheikh Abdallah nias certsin i 
paih z out spoken statements, for sett his aparek on 29th Hatch, 1952, L 


in the Constituent Asseuti y, || vheretn TUR he declared 1" , . e eee 
Wééeseee. we are a hundred per cent sovereign body. we 4" Further . | 
: more his speech at Ranbir Singh Pura on 11th April, 1255 teet a Es or 
of Cuneo ant a chain of angry reaction t= AGE ee a ex A 


Beffering to neestintte, childish and insana" arganenta E s 
for full application of the Union Sopta di a the Eo b 
, said a 3 
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"No ome can deny that the coum¥nal spirit still 

exists in India, Many Kashmiris pa appr ehensi vo: 

as to what will happen to them and their position 

1f, for instance, something happens to Pandit 

Nehru seeccece AB realists, we Koshniris have to provide 
for all aventualities. If a special status for 
Kashmir was not granted in the Iniian Constitution, 

bh ow Gan & we convince the Wuslims in Kashmir ' 

that Indis does not interfere in.the internal affairs 
of Kashaiz? Ve have acceded to India in ses to 

defence, foreign affairs and communications in order i 
to ensure a sort of... . . internal autonomy esse 
ifo is right to shape our own destiny is challenged isi 
if there is a resurgence of comwunalisa in India, how 
are ve to convince the Muslims of Kashmir. that India 
dees not intend to swallow up Kashmir. e ... .Such 


developments night lead to a break in the accession 


of Kashmir to India," !? W 

v The Sheikh repestedly assured his people that he had E 
; i n 
never surrendered to Puslim communalism of Pekistan ani would 1 
never surrender to Hinia  conmunelism of India. 

e pe 


The novement for autonomy of the state in bad val Ley ren 


far its jax integration in Janma were fa. reality cosplisentary, s l = 
Sheikh Abdullah said 3 


("Hf Janay and Ladakh so desire they can decide 
to integrate with India ani leave the valley | 
free to have a limited accession, " M 
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Actually, what Sheikh Abdullah wanted and wished for 


was had thee the accession of the state to Pakistan nor ita 


/ independence, but his slogan was "Maximum autonomy for the 


State within the IndianQgrbit, °" which had been misinterpreted 


since his Ranbir Singh Pura .Speech, Politicians in India 
expressed düis-satiefaetion: * with these statements of Sheikh 


Abdullah, ani the result Was an uproar in the state and in Indis, 


Pandit Nehru, who otherwise had been giving support to the 
peliey of his long time friend, declared that he då not like 
these, especially the tone of hia speeches. Inian leaders got 


alarmed on seeing tho deteriorating internel situation of the 


State. Which could have provided & golden opportunity tà interested 
foreign powers. A sort of tug war was going on heise the 
integrationists anl autonomistas. 30, left with no CAEN 


the Indien Government intervened ani invited Sheikh Abdullah for 
talks in Delhi, But he refused to come for several months, He 
sent his emissaries to prepare the ground for an Agreement wit | 
whieh would stipulated a privileged, autonomous poai tion for 
Kashmir in the Indien Unions 


Gater-on, compelled by circumstances, Sheikh Abdullah 


' agreed to visit Delhi for talks; and it was in the month of July, 


1952, that an agreement vas signede palhs agreonont was a 2 
further guarantee of the special status of Kashmiír,. In an 


statement made on Judy, 24th, 1952, in the Lok Sabha, te 
Indian EOM Miite-ter gavo details of the terna of the mem 
concluded after a week of negotiations.'® te subjeete covered 
in these negotiations vere t= N NT ps g 
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On 
agreements 


the State, 


and sentimental | reagons E AP m their struggle for 


$eteten, * 


A OL MALA! 
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Ju but the supreme ‘vost tion of the Indian Flag | 
o was recognised, . The uuu of ‘pardon ete, of the President 
a am applicati ity of article 324 to the election to the 
o` would conti me. 9n. the preda ef the head: l 


State tho PRE of the: Ja nma end Kasha 


Resi duary Powers HY 3^ ' x 4 
National Flag; 
Powers of the Indian Fissbéests 


Conduct of Meetions to the Houses of 
Parliament; 


Headship of iis teats 

Citigenship; 2e 
Snergenoy Provisions} es 

fundamental rights) 


Jurisdiction of the Saprene Court of 5 : 
India and ; 4 i i E 


Financial Integrations 
most of those subjects, baring the last three, |^ 


were reach@d, The Residuary Powers remained vi th 


the State @ Flag was to contime for DM RON One xr E 


Legislature could define their permanent residents ani confer 
on them special rights and privileges, espeeially in regard to 
the acquisition of property and holding of employment under the 


states 


On t he question of emergency it wae ‘agreed that 
Article 252 should apply te Jammu ani Kashmir but the proclamation 
of emergency issued by the President on grounds of internal 
disturbances or inuinent danger thereof must not be made in 
relation to Janm anå Kashmir except en the request or with 


the concurrence of the State Government, 


The Fundamental Rights of the Intian Constitution, it 
was recognised could not be applied to Jozi and Kashmir in 
sina because d€ a different poli tiea] situation in the state 
E because of the bettie. sateen yord ties ee ef the State 

Government under the New Kashmir Programo, It. was decided 
that the whole matter should be studied further to find which 
fundamental rights should be applied to Ja»mu and Kashmir, and 


“with what modifications. 


prar 


ne $ugkakkon jurisdiction of ‘the Supreme PMESA vas 

MEME ERN over which final agr eenent vas hot forthe 

uem The Supreme Court's jurisdiction vas recognised with ; 

regard to = such fundamental rights as would be agreed to by 

the state, aml eleo regarding disputes mentioned in Article 

131 of the Indian Constitution, It would be final court of — 

\ appeal, but detailed examination of this would be necessary, j 
ami it'was agreed to consider it farther sone other tiae.  — — | 
Finally, the necessity of sone financial agrangenent was: : ! vet 
seen, but a detailed ami objective examination was conatdered n Ec) 
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necessary, Pandit Nehra while justifying the Delhi 


Agreement in Parliament, said :- 


y 


“eesace thore was general agreement that there should 
be fundauental rights and these rights should apply 

to the states: ‘But again there vere great apprehene 
sions in the winds of our friends from Kashmir, First 


of &ll, the question was how far these fundamental 


Rights night cone in the way of their land legíslae 


‘tion or any other Aevelcpsent xf lb sdeneso T sesoni 


thing was TE ‘all the business of invasion of 
Cow Ae ot 
‘Kashmir, war, coigefi TO, ‘ll kinds of c contd mpi ng 
tensious, aiffieultios due to lagi iis nd whites s ' 
rzep espionage Cages seres there 1s aabotuge and 
unrest. $0 we were tdlà that some pert of the -Wd 
mental Mot might very well hamper the activities 


` of the State Goverment from taking (necessary) 


precautions die agreed that this was essential in 


the interest of endis: i mated as the State : is on 


œ 1] = 


Indian Leaders justified the Agreenent on account of the 


abnormal conditions in the State cauaed by invasion ote. t 


Pt. Nehru, however, arranged a meeting of all the opposition 
elements of the parliament with Sheikh Abdullah, who 


EN ee 


Songratdlated him on the Agreement. Sut the Communist group, 
comprising P. Sundaraiyya , Hiren Mukerji aut, Ajoy Ghoush, 

met him again secretly at 5 Prithraj Road and impressed on 

him that Agroqnent really meant his surrenier to Nehru. But the 
state leaders gave their Own reason for the granting of special. 

"penttion to Kashmir under the Deihi ipeta For Example, 


Hr, Beg said, ."...... it ig because of its special character 
am the struggle for freedom whieh ihe pale of Kachuty have at 
` led, Ka-shmir, let we say, is the only state with its 
composition of population which choose voluntarily to accede 
to India ani we are happy about it... . &econdly, Káshmir 
has a strong popular movement behind it, for which we fought , 
for 21 years. That movenent was for the establishement of 
commana? harmony and welfare of the masses. Kashmir has before 


it a definite socio-economic progranne of its own eccoces Im 
order to impl en ent that programme by common consent gx an 


agreement was signed amd special position was given fo use s 
Therefore, any question of having given special position to 
-to us for a temporary period does not arise. It was never 

given to us becsuse cur' question is hanging fire in the 

United Nations or because Pákistan put forward ita right over 

Kashmir, but because of the reasons I have mentioned, * i Se i 

there was a variation in the ressoning of the two sides. E 3 : 

Tio National Conference viewed the Delhi Agreement esa. g 


gurantee for perzanent autonomy, This variation in the | 
 lateron bee 0860 Sj b6cnáüke Liven IR arn Diploa ytecamgiribr euk bats 


the state and Union leadership. 


o 


Objections were réised vith respect to 
Energency Powers: Fur damental Rights, Double Citizenship. 
Separate State "lag, and with regard to: the Supreme 
Court's Jurisdiction ete, Opposition parties raised & v 


hue and cry in Pariisment^" 


anā asked how it ean be — i E 
reconciled with the claim that PENE Ci hü complete, A 
because there is a serious limitation on the authority 

of the Union President bearing intimately on defence, 

which is one of the three heads unter which Kashmir 

had acceded, % other reason ha? been given by the then 

Prime Minister, "r, Nehru, for agreeing to this limitation 
except that the friends from Kashmir a were slightly | 
aopzrehensive of what. internal disturbances mean an? he saids. | 


"ue should think that the terms wonld mean 
ar same thing in the context of Kashmir 
as in that ef any other of the Cope Sarees 
Units", ?1 


ayyanger while replying te the critics in the 
Council of States, gaid that there was nothing to prevent 
Parliament from making a law under item No, 1 of the 
Union List, which covered an aspect of defence and ‘ 
enabled the centre to take sone what similar action when the: 
peace and security of India vere threatened by sore E 
disturbance inside the state, Doubts were further removed. _ 
ir Saika Meit dh shon he naiai 


“sessetlo told them that Kaghnir has IM. 
mee o s 
ana that, they ean take necessary stops : 
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governing this under Schedule 7 Item 1 
and there is no need of the appl ication 
of detin 382 2124," ^ 


With regard to Fundamental Rights, similarly. 
the stand was justified both by Indian and State leaders. 
Nehru, while defending the land reform programme saids 


"Personolly, I feel that this land 
reform is one of the bicgcst and 
desirable things they introcuced in. 
Kashimir seeceses SO when we consider 
fondamental rig.ts, one has to see to. 
it that in Kashmir this step of land 
reform, cannot be challenged in a 
Court of Lau, *?? 


Sheikh Ab@ulleh, while emphasising the need ef 
the copi tention of restricted fundamental rights said: 


"The Fundamental. sights which axe 
contüined in the Constitution of India 

. coula not be conferred on the people 

- ef Jammu end Kashmir in their entirety 
social and political character of our 
movement as enunciated in the New 

| Kaghite Plan," | 


PE du asta LEN 


“court was siso made subject to a few limitations. And — 


^ 
f 


Kashmir $ State" and not of the Government of India. 


- 1455 , y 


Sheikh Abdullah said $ 


(AP 


"sue have got. no objection to the 

Supreme Court's interpreting these 

rights but first we must frame these 
fundamental RigAts*,?? 


| nted the ] 
On 14th August, when Abdullah wa : 


State Assenbly to consider the Agreements emphasis in 
the speeches varied, but no dissident opinions were 


pressos. Cne member said that his faith in India had 


26 „nother 


doom strengthened after the Agreement; 
maintained thate "we have acceded to India with a 
definite purposes’, Voless this pumoese £8 achieved 

ye wilh stisk to dt". 27 Nil members generally emphasised - 
the ne&d for autonomy and the amendments moved were 
indication of of the same trend, Cne amendment wanted 
the Head of the State to hold office “as long as he 
command the confidence of the legislature" and not of 
the Indiah President, "? ^ Another amendment wanted: 
‘Article 352 to be used at the request of “the James and 
fak other sendet wanted a Moseaee 1 O T 
rights for the State,” Although the amendments were not 
accepted, the predominent urge for à degree of special 


 eutonomy for Kashmir could be noticed, One eunfm 


arguement vemte was that the National Conference was 
committed to its programe of Naya Kashmir, 1944. 


whatever might he the diverse motives for autonomy, | 


se was evident tiat inside the ruing parey there was. 
a desire as mich to associate with 1 india as to seek a é 
status within the Gaian Unions Theret- 
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arriving at the arrangement the attempt was to preserve 
the maximum of State: autonomy while discharging the ) 
obligations as a unit of the federation, The Praja 
Parished was of the view that Agreeme't was another 
surrender at the altar of conmunal instransigence and 
separation of sheikh Mha, Abdullah, "A — on Indian 
people and an attack on Indian constitution, aod, 
Pt. Prem Nath Dogra declared that Praja Parishad vut. 
Launch a satyagrah if the Agreement was enforced", 

There was ‘alse a deep resentment in Ladakh 
also and events had taken some what, similar turn as ín 


Jammu, Kushak Bakula,’ the head Lama, voiced the feelings at 


of the people of Ladakh sem he declared that in the 
wx event of Kashmir drifting away from India the Ladakhis 


“would break their connection with the State and merge 


with the Indian Union, — . ^ — nio 4 
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Pabi TICS ge SEPARATE CONSEMBLY FOR KASHMIR 


-A 
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it 


Although the idea of having a constitutional 
Sady for the State was first mooted in a representation 


submitted to Lord Reading when he visited Kashmirin 


= 


5 t THIS and it was repeated by the political parties at 


= THA 


a different occasions, yet it was not achieved till the 


astablishment of a popular Govt. in the State. The 
. feneral Council of the Al] Jammu and Kashmir National 
fonference as early as 1948, again urged the State 
: &vt., to convene a consembly in the State to shape the 
- future destiny of its people and to implement the 
heri shed objectives of the New Kashmir ew 
0n March 5, 1948, about fivemonths: after the 
accession, the Maharaja of Kashmir issued a proclamation 
. replacing emergency govt., by a popular interim govt., 


‘proposed to convene a Constituent Assembly based 


wpon adult sufferage and proportionately representing 
1 the sections of the population and the areas of the 


te as soon as the normal conditioniin the State would a 
bre See eee E 
be restored. z 


TW Yusuf Saraf, p. 


Hari Si Tan z Tf 
Jammu, Marc 


ri 
cies, 


The need of convening the consembly to draft a 


- separate constitution of the people of tne State had 
TA Pe 

^ been the settled policy of the Govt. of India.!'! THES 
. right had also been recognised under Art. 370 of the 


5 indian Constitution. 


Meanwhile, the General Council of the All J&K 
ational Conference which met in a session on Oct. 27, 


| 4950 at Srinagar after examining the Sir Ivon Dixon 


report submitted to Security Council of the United 
‘ations, was of the opinion that the United Nations had 
fafled to find out solutionof Kashmir issue. Thus in 
order to end the state of uncertainty wait and see, 
frustration and agony, and fully recognising their right 
© of self-determination, the General Council issued a 
mandate to the Sunpirere National | Executive of the 
Be yational Conference for the convening of the state 
onsembly based upon adult sufferage and embracing all 


sectionslof the people and all the constituents of the 


ate for the purpose of determining the future shape 


i and affiliation of the Stateof Jammu and Kashmir. — 


‘4, India and Kashmir 
(Ministry of I & B, J&K Govt. 
tituent Assemb] for Jammu 
ution adopted by the Genera! 
1 J&K National Conference 


4 br As a result Yuvraj Karan Singh, the then 


|» IEUbgent of Jammu and Kashmir State and the son of last 


“aharaja, issued a proclamation for the convening of 


113 


« fonsemb y on April 30, 1951. The First session of 


Lh a 


AM I the Consembly, however, Was held on Oct. 31, (9551 at 


vy 7 
ecd) sinagar.' 14 


The Rightist parties of the State reacted 


© Holently to the proposal to set up a separate Consembly 


qom 
dE for the Jammu and Kashmir State. These parties in Jammu 


‘favoured the full integration of the State with India 
and the application of Indian Constitution to Kashmir in 
‘its Batimety vn. The rightist parties in the valley on 


the other hand described this move to deprive the people 


F 
of their right of "emcenisus mde sem « "o 


“They also questioned the validity Of the convening of 
&. 
s 


: onsenb! y , when half of the State being outlof India's 
DEM D 
ontrol, and thus not having any representation in the 
"E 


ii 
jonsemb y . They, therefore, regarded such a move a5 an 


ndorsement of the forcible, illegal and immoral 
‘Jak Government Gazette Extraordinary of Ist May 
1951, J&K Govt., Archives Old Secretariat, Jammu. 
C.A. Deb. Vol. 1, No.1, IAK Gevibs (951 c 


^.9.The Hindustan Times (New Delhi), Dec. 18, 1950. 
, Dawn (Karachi), ae 1, 49505 ; 


^ ——— 
s 


—secupation of Kashmir on the part of India by means of a 
Mud le 
| ^3. Meliberate fraud". 


eus oh. ie ots ARP. 


As already pointed out that the communists in 
the State as well as in India had favoured the right of 
> sdf-determination on the part of the multi-national and 
A» cud pluralistic societies in order to emerge as 

independent states, They welcomed the decision of 
. = tonvening a separate consembly in Kashmir to shape the 
1 tuture destiny of its people who had suffered heavily at 
“the hands of Dogra autocrats for over a euo Winey 
_ believed that by convening their own Consembly, 
3 the people of Kashmir not only could better fight 


against imperialist forces and Indian reactionaries, 


"save state from outside domination and also be able to 


implement to radical reforms as envisagedlin the New 


| kashmir Programme. 


Mr. G.M. Sadiq who had little hope of getting 
e National Conference mandate for Consembly elections, 
cause of his unpopularity with the rank and file of 
; he organisation, not only got elected, but was also 
| the President of that august body due to the 


aproces of Sheikh AbduJElah- Thus. tr him a 


‘sonal 


Narinder =e ps WEZ. GoGiwon MoO, Ch. VII. 
f the Communist Movement in Kashmir, p. 


n 


tee NIE 


t  anstitutiona] 
and Nr. 


- ispathi zers for Pakistan. Mr. Shamiri, 


- group, 
leftist group, while Mr. M.A. Beg, 


ET Mohd. were just in between the two groups 


sone time assumed the role of the leaders of both. 


group was blamed for anti-communist 
_ te PTS 
pro-Indian leanings. — 


" msoudi-Bakashi 


The first two groups, besides "having 
dedership influence of Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg as 
y oon factor between them wanted to keep Kashmir as 
m from India as possible and both regarded 
a 


i R "soudi - -Bakshi group as their common enemy. 


R The consembly in the early stages, appeared to 
Uh divided, broadly speaking, into three groups, there 
it a Muslim Communal group with secret 
the 
advisor to the State. Mr. Mubarak Shah, 
Azad Ullah Mir were reported to belong to this 


besides many others, Mr. Goi, Sadid led «wne 


Mir Qasim and Mirza 


and 
The 


and 


the 
the 
far 


the 


“Vidya Bhushan, p. 144, op.cit., n. Sily Clio WIS 


v 


pot 4. e e Zool Refisms n 
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The question of land reforms have assumed Gi (Oe a Ti 


significance in almost all the developing countries of the 


contemporary world. Although these reforms by themselves may 
not usher in an era of social equality yet they certainlv 
constitute as one of the important instruments of bringing 
about such transformation of Society, especially in the 
third world countries, the main stay of whose economy is 
E cunruve., As agriculture is the pivot of developing 
economy and land is the most important means of production 
in agriculture, the struggle between the various classes in 
a society has mainly Yevolved round the question of 
ownership of land even today. In other words this iXxemt ffo 
land between clans, tribes or Nations and within them, 
between land owners and landless formed the lire of the 


people and determined the patern of the society. 


In India, too, which is also predominantly an 
agriculture country, the problem of land reforms has 
naturally been one of the most important items on the 


political agenda as well as political agitation and economic 


-struggle particularly in post-independence era. As a result 


there have been an immense—and unprecedented wavesof land 


reforms in India since 1947. Although main objectives of 


i A &t l 
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these. measures are to give benefits to the bulk of 
agriculture population as well as promote social justice for 
the rural masses, yet these measures have achieved little 
success and remained, to a very large extent, confined to 


the statute books. 


Viewing in this PaLSRective the preceding chapters 
POINTS aai REFORMS IN JAMMUAND KASHMIR" constitute 


an attempt n critically the policies as well as 
[e 


socio-politicoteconomic | impacts of, the different land 


reforms enactm@€nts enforced in E state Or Je armel 


Kashmir from time to timel. 


A-perousal of the pages may—be—sufficient—to state 

, ^w e v eA. 
The land system in the state of Jammu and K&hmir | owed 
Le "n 


its genesis to the practices inherited from the successive 
alien regimes which ruled it for centures by conquest, 
through the use of brutal force or by deceit or reward for 


retiring potentates over the state. 


2 


A 


— 


m order to establish themselves in the foreign 
land, the successive ruling dynasties had created a class of 


feudal  landlords who helped them in exploiting and 
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subjugating the masses. They were actually not landlords in 
Strict sense of the term but a class of exploiters who, due 
to a weak government, had in a bid for power amongst the 
successive rulers of the time,built their own strongholds 
and living on the labours of the poor tubes NI 
4 
themselves installed as landed a ee Moreover, huge 
area ‘of cultivable land used to be gifted away by the 
Pathan, Sikh, Afghan and Dogra rulers in Kashmir in favour 
either of their kinsmen and courtiers or those who were 
assigned the job of providing social purpose to their 
autocratic and undemocratic rules. Thus, the agrarian system 
befde the introducing of regular settlement of 1889 was not 


only feudal in character but also exploitative in nature. 


7 mae dagt CWO Dogra aulerg Gaid ery tO bring out 


certain reformSin the agarian system but could not remove 
the burden of parasitic hierarchy of Jagirdars, Muafidars 


and Mukarraries. 


The Kashmir State is, however, known to have 
blazoned a new trial in the whole country by attending to 
the most pressing matter of agrarian relations immediately 
after establishment of popular government in the state. In 


fact, as early as 1944, in the Naya Kashmir Manifesto of the 
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All Jammu and Kashmir National Conference, we find not oniy 
the articulation of the basic principles of land reforms and 
other social measures, but also a commitment to abolish 


intermediary agencies of exploitation and landlordism and an 


2 


affirmation of the principle of 'land to the tillers'. 


The popular government of the All Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference, believing that the age-old landlordism 
was the bane’ of State agrarian economy where more than 854 
of cultivable land was owned by less than Wey, Cle ele 
non-cultivating landlords, took up the revolutionary 
programme of ending exploitation of reck-rented peasantuy 
soon after the assumption of power in 1947. Besides dthey— 
reforms like grant of fixity of tensure to the tenants 15 
respect of tenancy holdings; fixation of the maximum rental 
payable by the tenant to his landlord; providing for summary 
reinstatemnt of a tenant, who had been wrongfully ejected; 
restitution of mortgaged puopsubics mc samme the 
distressed  debtors;  abolition cf Jagirs,  Mufais ana 


the Big Landed Estates Abolition Act of 1950 


me to be enforced to provide immediate relief to the may 
p . E. 
ʻo t 


es AC 


brought about in the entire agrarian economy by conferring 


the provisions of the Big Lardod Estates 


\bolition Act peaceful though revolutionary changes were 


5 
rights of ownership for the first time in our history on 
actual cultivating tenants of land, wherever landlords who 


were non-cultivating owned and possessed land beyond 182 


E 
kanals. Thus, the breeze of change set the entire countysice 


igog in its length and breadth throughout the state. This 


E 6 


Act has, therefore, revolutionized the whole fabric of rural 
economy of the state and has been acclaimed by peasants 


being their Magna Carta 
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but excludes the site of any building in a town or village 
/ 


/ 


habitation or any land appurtendnt to such buildin 


j 


/ 
site i21 


A contingent of special staff | Consiste 


e 


Tehsildars, Girdawars and Patwaris was appointed (50) 


implement the provisions of the Big Landed Estates Abolition 


Act simultaneously in all the 29 Tehsils of the State. The ' 
law required the Spe EO Tehsildaz to serve a notice on’ 
every proprietor to select his unit- ok 182, kanals and to 
intimate to him the Khasra Numbers and the acea thereof. 
within such period as was specif ied, and where a proprietor 
complied with the notice, the land selected by his had to be 


demarcated on mOi and where he failed to eomplys the 


Special. ‘Tehsild dar. shad . himself to reserve the land for such « 


Y 


egets a 


o 


= By the end of -July, 1952, the Special Ee 


i 
i] 
5 
4 


transferred an area ok 132,4602 ACTES Pet IRAS He 
AE 
sand vested an area of 47,804 acres im E cud 


following tabie gives the figures Tehsil-wise 
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Is was, however, been provided that if there were am. 


Er? 


E 


more co-sharers than one in an occupancy tenancy and a 
portion of such tenancy wos in the cultivating occupation of 


right will, to 


any co-sharer or co-sharers," S ownership 


the extent permissible, bs Beane’ to all the co-sharers 


jointly and beyond that to the cul rivating co-sharer ge CO 


snarers exclusively, and: where- in the same nolding, and part 


et 


was Ro cultivated y. an occupancy tenant, such occupancy 


aaa T be entitled. to get the. right of ownership as a 


non-eultivating occupancy rene in respect of Suc land 


only as is found to falil skort of the land fer gieh Ive 


should have acquired ownership right had he been wholly non- 
In calculating the total area comprising in an 


occupancy tenancy for purposes of grant of ovnership right 


EO ENE non-cultivating occupancy tenants, tne 


a of which the 


(o 


ownership right by such tenants within an at 


would not however, be 


right of ownership was extinguished, 


taken into account. 


In spite of the pest intentions of the populare 


government enacting the Big Landed Estates Aet its 
; ! 


defective implementation created a number of problems | for 


the posses which defeated the very purpose of the. 


TE provoked ‘sex rious criticism against it. Post of he 


Lata 


OOS EA RSE, SOLE LL ALDEN OOM 
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effective local authority. They not only favoured their. 


nears and dears in taking the best pieces of land but also . 


Pez E III 


OE, 


stood in the way -of petty tenants to get the benefit of the ) 
said Act. Thus,- in many instances, the landless Balers C 


receive their dues. Moreover, in Ja-mmu province 


lands had not been fairly distributed by the 
revenue ae, but only influential partymen succeeded 
in getting land. Fhe complaints were also heard that 
landless people belonging to poor and backward classes were 
deliberately ignored. Corruption. was wide spread in 
implementing Lead | Reforms Din different parts of the 
PRA i eee pointed out that land distribution a 


was not SORE UC SOM ents OE rational basis. Under 


the law. the proprictor could retain 182 kanais, while the 
Eilers EIVERE permitted the ownership of 162 kanals, 
irrespective of the fact that land was irrigated or not, 


maere or Cortile, eruat or In i11, Ht The masseg were of the 


bad 
opinion That adopting the uniform size of holding throughout 


Re is 
survey had \ 
mE - 


EDS the $tate was unreasonable. ioreover, uo proper 
been made ot land, tenants or proprietor's "holding in 
proprietary right or under the Tenancy Act, or under the Big 
Land Estate Abolition Act. Lack of sta tistical informatio 


yas itself epa Ele for administrative injustice. 
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So far as fhe question of compensation was 


concerned, | the. Act . provided that the Constituent 1 i 

s; HI ud 

Assembly/Legislative Assembly of the state should Bu hi eT 

j^ 6 po RIEN: = : : ] n en 

at a futug date. This provision of the Act was criticised by V | 

the landlord lobby. There was’ resentment among wea : B. 
urped thafi right to propersy is their fundamental ant aM 

0$ ie e 

under the Indian Constitution. They also argued that Article te 

15 LG HESS 

31 and 19 (1) (f) also safeguarded their interest. The right ipe 
to property is dealt with: .im two Articles of the : i T 3 

Constitution. In Article 19(1) (E), it is' mentioned as 4 


'Right to Freedom' aud the. 'Right to acquire, hold and 
dispose of property' AG ctun Article 31 describes 
lesele as dealing with ‘Right to Property" and clause (1) 
guarantees: the right: not to be. deprived of one's property 
save by the: sothority of Law, Clause (2) of Article 31, on 
the otner hand. “guarantees that: private. property genni bes 
Nn sa Or "xequisitioned' bys the State ie ecg Por a pub] 
purpose and after providing for the payment ae 


128 


'compensation'. 


> Ne 3 t ep nes 
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augu mentioned. Articles. Even they had presented a 
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memorandum to.the President of India with the heip of some i 
opposition parties. They .alleged that National Conference il 
^ kh 
PNE T Lore soy Whew, ih l i 
leadership in order to tarnish o ease had enacted this Ni 


ACto AS peilon tO the mevocduction OF tnis AGE, Natigal 
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Conference ‘leaders in their -meetings had hinted that 


T 


compensation would. not be paid co the landlords after 


sr 


acquiring their land. 


AES 


he Big Landed Estates Abolition Act provided for 


(Eee eterne 


the question of cem pensation TRO exe sett («d by the 


TN t 


Constituent Assembly of the State and till such time as the 
question was settled, for payment by the Government to every 
proprietor who has ben expropriated from any land and 


annuity in the following manners: - 


(a) for the first year after expropriation, an 
amount equal to 3/4 of the land revenue 


assessed on the land from which expropriation 


Ke 


has taken place. 


a . na i M NT 


|i 
J Dt “was, howévers laid don theat the amount of b 
annulty would not in any case exceed a sum of Rs.3,000/- per | 
annuam and that it would not be payable in respect of any n 
; M 

area held by the proprietor from land recorded as Shamilat i 
(village common). ee i 

The Consembly by its Resolution dated November 6, | | 
1951 /9* appoimted An Eleven Member Committesstt to examine | 

: | | | š 

and report on the desirability or otherwise of the payment kí 
of compensation for lands expropriated under the provision 
Of; the Big Landed Estates  Abolition Act. The -Land p 
Compensation Committee in its ‘report submitted to the 
President of the Consembly af the state pointed out that the i 
Committee had considered the case for and against ‘the if 
payment of compensation in all its respects. It was cf the A 
vis that the stand of the land-owning interests on the ! 
Eine URL of the insti . ion of landlordism, th paucity of 4 
returns of land investments, the legal obligation of payment a 


of compensdation,  tdte. ngaj oesmnber.bery, BIÉ, Jangrundigitized byeGatgeri Indian 


t 
k 
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a ' st jd D DO SU. 
states, the sancity af property SN in Aland! find “some other 


"Botdipioust had. not: stood. ther test of. historical, “economic 
n ' 


and’, factual analysis. The Committee had been told ‘that! ce 


was unnecessary. and isnaterial 'to consider. “the “origin 'of 5 


ownership in the matter of compensation. That view: ‘would’ had 
been correct, had the: ten-ure ‘of land been uniform, TEE 
and determinate. The members: lof "the Committee dad, on the ; 
other hand, ald. that large areas of states lando wekc 
acquired by the landowners without spending a single pd. 


À ios Moreover, ‘no improvements ‘had generally. been made "by. the 


landlords on their Holdings and where ‘any improvements had 


been ee ies had been ROMS ‘at the expense and labour 


of the cultivator and in any case the landlord had recouped 


~ i 
—— yl 


sh Rane sted the cost’ E improvements along. with a substantiae margin of 


ro FIt They had. EM noticed, uis in certain cases the 


indigenous rightholders or 


ee) owned . by. 


reclaimed by the. cultivators ‘had been taken away. .from ERE 


1 i 


and appropriated by other, persons. “Hence to support 


iS compensation to such persons “would be- laike telling the 


tillers “that though ‘they "had morally owned the land, They, 


must buy- it from those. who, did not morally cunea Leo Mey 


|odid. agree that ‘there! were “cases foe proprietors | ME had 


al ens im last few years "but most. (of, them. had. made 


purchase 


-large. profits: "and 3 in many “cases all. these, wer 
Sande in the olemate. analysis. o 
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The Committee, while referring the | ‘compulsory 
“acquisition of the land, d pointed: ‘out that the” sovereign 
power of any state had authority to appropriate for purposes 
of public utility lands situated within the limits ʻof its 
jurisdiction and the interests of the public were paramount 
and to such interests. private interests might have t 


subordinated where the state thought it proper. Moreove 


westoring the land’ to the tillers, the proprietorgwere uoi 


completely expropriated. They retained a fairly good 
"n (Bert of: SERI MORES land, or- chards and other cues 
Ee j ur to "boot. | : 
YU, 


_ The Unenbers of ns Committee added thet they am not 


-have property. ee eS: rin their houses. and. hold that in 
fe uen eee ie 
(their. “possession for. all. times without 22 regard to the 
, question, whether that: served any purpose, function or work 
= d 
“whatsoever. They "were of. the view that by AVERY nature 


TEE ee Mou institution and iin the 


- (QE the. ‘individual, to. beds the | oranes Ang eS of ra 


“acquisition of property, 


they must nes 


the nature. of 


enj oyment, 


They added Chat the [o 


5 1 é ; c ; ; 
small percentage of the landed interests. While it had 


expropriated about 10,000 be P NUM had benefited 
about 7 lakh tillers and simultaneously helped 967 of state 


b4 


agriculture. 


population which depended directly Oe Aneirectly of 


The Committec, while pointing out dme Deme of 
compensation not desirable, said that the.tillers to whom 
the excess land from which, the big proprietors were 
expropriated "was. transferred in ownership right, were an 
indigent,  improverished -and much expl-olted by themselves. 
Hence no question of recovering the price of the land from 
them would’ arise. ‘As a state with limited resources they 


were too poor to pay compensation from out of tne State 


- 


Revenue. Moreover, the financial liability would be of a, 


very serious mature and payment itself would prove 
incalculably, mischievous. Apart from these considerations 
here was no moral, economic or social basis for 


compensation. 
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principle and policy, the payment of compensation 
| Nov 
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opriated' proprietors was 


esirable. Moreo 
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payment .of compensation would also , perpetuate the then 


existing inequitable distribution of wealth. RS 


[ne Constituent Assembly of the state took its 
historic decision on 26th Masrch 1952, 5 ordering that no 
compensation should be paid in respect of tne laud from 
which expropriation had taken place under the big Landed 
Estates Abolition Act. This decision marked the AU aie an 
era ef exploitation which had xeduced the tiller to perpetual 
serfdom: This decision was hailed within and outside the 
state, as an outstanding contribution tó che cause ext. (Be 
etel justice and social Stability. whuehb cS m 


ao 


sovernment were determined to extend to the masses. 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP; Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 
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transformation was also brought out without any payment of 


compensation to the expropriated landlorde who had for yen 
together exploited the rack-rented peasantag and had bled 

them so white as to make them incapable of lending te rural 
countryside the kind of enthusiasm and contended work 46 
essential for proper land management in the interest of 


increased production. 


c 


\fter implementation of this revolutionary MESIR 


iudifferene |'Oonsistencies anda 
smugness, complacency, indifference,  inconsis 


iti - cat into working of man-Land relatfionswtp 
inequalities got set into working Of m. 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


T ce 


inquiry Committee Appointed t to Examine 


ne eR SR REN 


the Working of: f Lánd. Reforms 


\l though the Sana: reforms Of 1950s ‘benefrted ea 
large number of: tillersof We sorily yet ie would not- be 
correct to say that no anomalies, lacunae, inequalities and 
inconsisten cic were created as a result of these reforms. 
because of certain loopholes ín them, these reforms nok only 


caused dissatisfaction among those landlords wnose 


eroe Land Reform a /Phamplet by Land Reform Officer, 
Deve Pe Bile 
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la Iding ex OUT rs es 
andholding exceaded the ceiling limit but also to certain 


other sections of people. In order to pacify the grievances 
of effected masses the then State government had appointed 
Inquiry Committee (called Wazir Conmittee) in Febcuary 


IF 85 f 
1953 to examine the working of these land reforms, price| 


control etc. The Committee consisted of four members anda 
JO a 
fe 37. ; 
Sectary." The Committee was to report on the  folloving 
TES mv. 
matters withiu two months:- EE TOE pat 


| (i) Working of land reforms in kandi area of the 


State, 


(ii) Workiug of the System of price and oth control 


prevalent in the state; 


d ; x 
Progress of rahablitations of the displaced — 
persons in the Jammu and Kashmir State; and ` 


B 


Pm 
H- 
=- 
H- 

SS 


(iv) Ways and means to be adopted for the 


rehabilitation of ex-servicemen of the state, ^ 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri ` wd 


i NU EET Tem Nestoris pee. Nila: Ride. 


After examining the opinion, memoranda, and oral 
statements of all concerned. The Committee submitted the 
22, 


: 4 » 
following eea to the State Government for 


considerations and adoption:- 


toa 


(3b) The inconsistencies, anomalies and inequities 
caused by the adoption of Big Landed Estates 


236 / 
Abolitio Act be removed. 


Cia) The maximum unit for a proprietor in Kashmir 
kandi should be fixed at roughly 28 acres and 
for a proprietor in Jammu kandi it should be 


fixed at 34 acres. 


Lf for any reason it be not practicable 
to increase the size of the unit in kandi 
areas then the proprietors should be given 


free hand in regard to their unit of land. 


1355) The maximum a tiller can acquire in ownership 
under - abolition Act together with the 
land owunc; by him should not exceed 65 kanals 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh bipraly, BR auramusthgaivel dy aSngdan m against guch a ERIS 
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acquring by purchase or otherwise further 
land in ownership right up to the limit 


permitted for a proprietor. 


E E (iv) There should be equitable distribution of 


land particularly in favour of  landless . 


tillers and the agricultural labours. | 


(v) The Government may consider the bonafide 
cases of mortgages that have taken place 
: 
Prior to Iet Katik, 2004 BO NNSIOT ONES CIE CIS to 
them. 
E È E 
(vi) There should be no restriction on the -. 
d ; ; Pur 
absolute right of a proprietor to transf c 
pP jud 
as a fi 
his land subject to the provisions of the 
Land Alienation Act, Perg 
ER í 


(vii) The Government may consider whether or E 
the disqualification, namely inability of 
tiller to dispose of land transferred t j 
be removed after a certain period of t 


be specified by the government, 


viti) There should be no fi 


below 65 kanals by 
ry, BJP, Jammu. Dig 


(ix) To ensure that the provisions of the Big 
Landed Estates Abolition Act have been 
correctly followed by the staff appointed for 
implementation thereof the Deputy 


Commissioners of district should inspect o: 


^ 


Spot a certain percentage of cases decided by 


E | Ene SEGUE o i 
i (x) Clause IX of Section 15-C of Tenancy Act as 
» enacted in the Amendment Act of 2005 be 


restored with the proviso omitted. 


: 384 
| (xi) the following explanation be added to Section 
M" ] r | Y " 


„15-A of the Tenaney Acti 


D 


"The time spent in @ suit foscejscbmen M 
of a tenant up to its final decisio 


éni 


M 


and the time spent in execution of t 


decree obtained in the suit shall 


$ r 
excluded in counting the period Bb 
years mentioned in the Section" 


Gabe At unsats fied decree for arrears 


should be a ground for ejectme 


"X. 


E protected tenant. — NEU 


landless tillers. 


/ . 

(xiv) A landlord should’ be allowed to cultivate 
(without engaging agricultural labour) at 
least 65 kanals in kandi area in Jammu and 


proportionate area in Kashmir kandi. 


(xv) The government should consider the fixation 
of certain criteria under which no family has 
more land for personal cultivation whieh is 


beyond its tilling capacity. 


(xvi) Fixation of a uniform and equitable rate of 
rent for all holdings irrespective of their 

size. 
|. xvii) Section 47 and 48 of the Tenancy Act be 
^ repealed and old section 47, 48 and 50 
i restored with necessaty safepuande to 
eliminate. possibility of collusion in 


obtaining spurious service o- the tenants. 


(xviii) Non-payment of rent should form a ground for 


i 
TR 


ejectment of any class of tenants. 


OTE I 10 d m PEES 


i ax) Tenants oë larde enumerated in Section 15- 
1 
should be liable to ejectment on the issue of 
a notice of ejectment, 
È (XX) Section 57-A be suitably amended so as to 


limit the limitation for such applications 


upto the last day of samvat year 2010. 


C) Bedzars, Sofedzars and gardens containing 


trees in Ladakh district should be allowed 


to remain with the proprietors in addition to 


the prescribed Límite, 


Rita (xxii) Exclusion of Gump-a land, from the operation 


of the Big Landed Estates Abolition Act 


commended for favourable consideration, 


(xxiii) The Covernment should provide speedy 


Facilities for Eua CECI 


f However, no action was a Km by the government to 


f; 


fa these recommendations a practical shape. 
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e the fact this measure was not an end in itself but 
[ 


totally réorientate agrarian relatinship so that 


be laid and provided to ensure building up of | 


infrastructuxye for completely revitaliswg state agrarian 


economy. 


Shortcoming in the implementation anc need to pursue 
= the path to achieve the infrastructure for the revitatising 


of agrarian economy led to the appointment of Varir 
Committee in 1953. Althòugh the Committee, after inguiry, 
overcome 


offered a number of recommendations to 


o 
inconsistencies in the legislation, yet n9 action was taken 
to give these recommendations a p actical shape. 
E p. | 
==. TN Cor MI nar 4 IFS ; 
a e . ^ - aa) ^ H ' 
> Then n Mareh /1963, angither Land Commission [ to 
: j / ZA | 
exayine the gaps in the then/fexisting laws was appointed. 
" / duym ih a a MUZE 
recommended that | the system of 


a 
The ^ Commisgion : : 
festes tesi ret onéhip in the State's Agrarian Economy 
^ 
! themes EE of— peasant 


t 
shoulc be  replac hue 
ay proprietorship of land. (we achwa bad beon fuben on We post 
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Meanwhile the Jammu and Kashmir Commission os — 


7 proposed that 
i ns of the Wa 


" 


as well as of Land Commission of 1963 and take appropriate 
d VEON een eae : ; 
steps wherever possible to remove the anomalies created DY 


-he land reforms of 1940s and 1950s. 


CAs a result, the Jammu and Kashmir Agrarian Reforms 


197 it ely eae 


vo came into force on fits Sic Nays 


2 
dD. 


f this measure, the system of landlord - tenant 
wherever it existed» came, Coman de xim as 
Je much as the Latter held in ownership within the prescribed 
standard acres. The main objective of 


beidunp of.12.- 


c abolish the system of absentee landlord including 


> 
xz 
e 
fA 
ar 


| the allied forms of intermediaries, t5 make the tiller cans 


ry 
= 


introducing reforms im caiga 


had given rise to unnecessakwv 


TUS litigation, created chaos and confusion aud caused many 


/ \ 
hardships to both landYozds as well as tenants. 


When Sheikh ARAYLIcA came to mower dm LOPS. es 


A aaeuile wt Indica = Shei Accord, many representations dus 
counter representation avour and against the AGE Were 
submitted to the Gev nent. \The new government aise 


many lacunae, sh and: difficult M Ele 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


a ceiling on land holdings. D 


Reforms Act of aen (AG t No. XXVI of 1972). react was | 


enacted co provide: Por ‘comprehensive legislation relating to 


Land Reforms cin the State and ito. bring about radical 


e» 


transtormation ` in TS HONES existing pattern of land 
St Came “ulo dos €0. on Use May 1/472 - 
ownership. y The main recommendations of the Act were: - 


(i) Vesting ot ownership rights of land 
(excluding orchards) hela ie ounce. and 
doter terea which wene not in tw exapersonal 
cultivation to those who hela such land in 


personal cultivation on 1.9.1971. 


(ii) Imposition of a ceiling (excluding orchards) 
of 100 standard kanals (12.5 standard acres) 
and ve Bes Oi Ail “lame um «ees of this 


ceiling in the State. 


(ii i) Compensation in lieu of all lard vested in 


2 


the State. as. d result ee CG ame RD a 


Jammu 3nd Kashmir Agrarian f 


P" 


ren 
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LEN 


— án —s 


LFS, 
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(v) : Full compensation for evacuee lands, and 
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RES 


"Xs 


with 


(€ 


(Com Standard acre has been defined 


kinds of SOMME : 
cs C LSA if 
irrigated and'unirrigated areas. À à E. 


reference to various 
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With the formulation of. this measure, the aes of. 


landlord ANC relationship, wherever it existed, came 


an end, in as, ‘much as the latter held in: ownership within 


the prescribed ceiling of 12% standard acres. The Act Also 


curtailed considerably the exempted categories of Land: 


Areas known 4S Kah-i-Krisham bedzars, and other fuel anc 


fodder growing areas were removed from the category of 


EN exempted lands, and could now be held along with other types 
acres. 


rg of land only upto the ceiling area of 125 standard 


The 1972 Act also adversely affected the orchards. Orchards 


were put into two categories: (2) old orchards as were 


already existing in kharif 1971 and (b) new orchards. As for 


ae, 
: : n TN B 
PUER as new orchards were concerned; they were kept 9 line ence 


The old orchards could be S in excess] of 


& 


ae @ epit. could UR an old orchard wh 


other kind of land which along with the orchard added upto 
more ian 


12% eeces, ‘anc is 4 family happened to have 


ceiling, i* would have to pay a tax upto : Rs.800 per Stande 
acre , besides land revenue. This was indeed a revolutionary 
<p 
und ENS ae government endeavoured £0 curb 
z 2 - v 
- ye 


the proprietors of big orchards. 


justice Mufti while commenting upon 


case Rashim V/s Amma bar in re held that: - 


lutte New Act is) not well. drafted and this appears to 
of the main. reasons which has made the 
au 


obscure and rendered it difficult 
hend its scope and 


me. to. be 'one 


usderlying. 'schene. 
go of the people to compre 


- mos. 
mt content. I apprehend that. the imperfection in i 
r ¥ x ` 
VAN : drafting. might even lead. avoidable unnecessary 


The government "a be well advised to 


m drafting point of view and ji 


teles steps to apenas the drafting erros and 


imperfactions ; nne aay, detected Ae a resulte et US T 
3 "n : D » 


litigation. 
have the Act examined fro 


examination. 


intermediaries; (b) to make the tiller the owner; (c) te set. 
a ceiling on land holdings. This Act instead of introducing 
reforms in agricultural estates gave rise tc unnecessary 


litigaticu, created chraos and: confusion and ^auseó many 


e 
e 
r$ 


dships to both landlords as well as tenants and the main 
rencon behind it was its. bad drafting. Whatever : be. the 


intentions of the Bill, in practice some of its provisions 


vere meaningless gestures. 


The most trumpeted provision with regard to lowering 
the ceiling from 182 kanais tor 100 kanals), lost all ite 
significance hen it was realised ‘that act enough surplus 
Jand was likely to bs available. As the intentions of the 
State in this regard were Known for a long time, most oe tine 


land owners had distributed the. surplus land among relations 


t 


should be applicable E i. retrospectively and not 


late as "september deri, as T 7 in, the bili.«As 


TETIGA e 


the operation of Act was 


62; fi A special Commit ée was then constitued to look 
6 P. : 
1 dineo Ehe warber ze the Act throughly to recast 


2 finally enacted 


\ ele oe eec 


——— 


In 1975 Sheikh Mohamad Abdullah cane to power as 4 


re 


veswlE OR Indira = Sheikh Accord and his Government facad a 
unique problem. Ma vA representations aud counter 
representations were made by both landlords and tenants. New 
Government found many lacunae, shortcomings and difficulties 
for the operation of ERES Act. In "order to aenovem these 
defects and to review it with a view to providing for more 
equitable distribution end be etter utilisation of fand suited 
to the circumstances of the State so as to subserve the) 
common good, the 1972 Ack was kept: in suspension OOM ZIEN ^ 
March 1975 by the Jammu and Kshmir Agrarian Reforms 
(Suspension of operation Act, 1975 (Act TIL of 1975) and a 
special Committee.was appointed to look into ihe matter end 
E ; 01] g 
serutin»ze the Act thoroughly to reeast and reshape at. 
\ This Owe Select Committee of both ilouses had been asked to 
submit ‘its recommendations before the end of the sesion. The 
15- member Committee, which was headed by the. he 


il Bea, including the leads 


28 | E 
connie E The Committee made some principal changes in 


2 ] ‘ . i5. f 


| 
i 
| | 
the Bill which were reported back to the Legisiative . bir 
Assembly in July 1976. During the course of the debate in 


Yao Mod. 

both, Wouses of. the Legi S eUe, some more amendments were 
‘ k . 

puoposedato be made in the Bill. ‘The Jammu ' and Kashmir 

Assembly unanimously passed the Agrarian Reform cule 1976) 


as reported by the Joint, Select Committee with some further 


, Som 
amendments. 


The main oere of the 1976 Nee “vas (G) o 
transfer ownership rights in Tana to tiller thexecf except 
in case of land belonging to gumpas of Ladakh district and 
places of worship, public trust oF institution CN 
«m ceris nature; (b) fix ceiling on land at 12% standard 

acres, varying in terms of ordinary measures between 71 X 
kanals and 182 kanals approximately depend. on the class 

4 of soil, availability or otherwise of irrigation and the 
region in which the land is situated. (c) relate the 


area bo a family consis bane of husband, wife and 


B 


ceiling 


their children excluding married daughter and ihe major-son 


woul 
who &* separated from his father on cr before ist 


1971; (d) ensure that with a few exceptions which are in 


general public interest ownership follows personal 
cultivation; (e) provide rehabilition facilities for 
parties expropriated from land ‘by era resumption in 
certain cases and requiring payment of levy in full lumpsum 


except in case of indigenous tillers; (f) provide surplus 


SIL ae 
land to the landless and poor persons." ^ 


4 


Main features of the Agrarian Act:- 


(a) ." Abolish absentee landlordism. 


(8) Provide lahd to landless 


le) ‘Impose ceiling on: agricultural land and 


* . 


'. orchards... 


(d) Make provisions for the selection of land, 


if the land exceeds ceiling area. 


(e) Make provisions for resumption. 


(£) Provide adequate compensation to 


(h) Recognize the private agreements between 


landlords and tenants with regard to the 


apportionment of land. 


| 
(M 
il 
|i 


p 
(i) Prohibit the creation of new tenancy and i 
extinguishe. the existing tenancy except in 
certain cases. 
(3) Protect the rights and intcrests of evacuee. 
(k) Protect the interests of mortgagor and 
mortgagee. E 
(1) Prohibit alienation of land by way of Sale, 
t . $ n ` A * 
is cu p Mod Et; mortgage with possession, bequest and 
.. exchange. 
(i) 3 Make. provisions. for’ the attachment by the : A | 
m ios collector of ene orchard or a plantation of px 
"bas : ^. NN 
al m 2 trees on SB: land ox Land reserved for E 
| i . . g * C Jm 
M m Fug eec " HA : j n 
Misco cs ipe RE grazing puros. : ; y a te È 
i S ; = neg MeL 


Create new administrative machinery 


He ihe e ' ihe 
15 ace iae did Bem. 


important 


The Agrarian Re forns Act of 1976 was an 


piece of Legislation so Ear “as the Agrarian Reforms in the 


Sr 
FS T 
—— 


State were concerned. To start with, the new law Ducts e 


A ceiling of 12i 5 standard sores on agricultural lands in the n 


state. It means (mo person would henceforth be. entitled to S 


hold more than 75 to 175 ordinary kanals- depetfing upon the 


productivity of Nea An increase of 10 to 20 percent nad, 


however, been allowed in case of land under orchards but 4 


the condition that in no such case: 


should the ceiling area exceeds 200 (@edinary) kanals. With 


b3 | 
us the implementation of the law 40,000 acres of land was 


to landless and poor 


that was subject to 


in) 


likely to abe surplus for allotment 


32 
ale e 


et. 


^ distinctive feature of the law is Ehat og suo 


: all owners and intermediaries of land, not cultivating it 


personally in kharif 1971, were extinguished withP effect p 


from May, 1973. An ex-owner, who desires to cultivate Vand 
per ely had however, been, paye 


land: subject to ‘certain ‘conditions 


: that he wes not ande come 


A 


the village in which the land was situated or in the 


adjoining village. The ceiling of five agres for resumption 


would be relaxed to 6.5 acres in case of serving soldiers, 
widows, physically and mentally handicapped and minor 


ERE 


orphans 


Another important feature of this Act Vxs phat Xt 
provides for. an “arrangement for the amicable adjustment of 
the mutual claims. of. the tillers and the TERE Land owners. 
LE bas outside the. jurisdiction of, Cival counts 
appearance of the legal practitioners had been limited and 
the appeals have béen reduced to only one. The purpose of 
this VOCE U2os to spare the poon tillers — Qt Che 
conside srable expenses, harassment and delay ‘involved in 
protracted eu. 19 The new Act provided. for payment of 
teasonable amount for relinguishing of rights. The rate thus 
computed would be much less than the market rates. Where ex- 


owner did. not resume any land, he shouldbe paid an amount 


$9 the entire land in which his rights had been taken away 


ie nership rights. The ‘amount payable s 


haua 
and thé tiller of such land should = to pay levy. before  — 


it 


ee ee ee ere ee 


x 
3E 
n—— Ex : 
moots Dot TTE ER rris Du MARS ee RE I ERE UT 
TER iiS wv m y " 


DN 


proportional to the quantum of net rent in kind 


which was 


recoverble by such puedas in Kharif 1971. 


Evacuees' land hee been kept outside the purview, of- 
the taw but such land held in allotment by any Zandi) ect 
be taken into. consideration in determining the ceilin 
entitlement of that family. Moreover the displaced persons 
allotted evacuee's land had been given the right to resume 
such land in the circumstances and subject to the conditions 
applicable to ex-owner, oex-intermediaries but nc ownership 
Hight can vest in any’ person. No family can in future 
acquire land by inheritance or ,transfer or by any means 
whatsoever i as (a esult - “of such acquisition, the 
aggregate lànd for such, a | Family exceeds je ceiling area of 


OT 2 d. 
1255 standard actes: m i 


The ' eld Law made no provisions for land under 
mortgage mache. possession. The result was that if such 


land were to become sur pius, the allottee thereof would po. 


it subject to such mortgage and thus he 


ep i 


to its ellottee fr 


The old law also provided that an ex-owner of land 
who had mortgaged it with possession would lose all right in D 
such land and that these rights would he transferxed to the 


! 


mort gag ee holding “ye land in his personal  uitivation. The 


present Act provides for return of such land to the 


QU 
mortgagers on terms which wre quite within their means. 


The 197.6 ACE 


concerted hed dedi into force from 12th July, 1978. A88 


result of implemertation of this law, about 4000 acres of 


4 
! 


land ues expected to become pine for allotment to landless 


and ' poor persons and tillers of about five lakh acres 
RA 


of land showd acquire ownership rights therein. © 


ause: selt- cultivat Ton 


who hed E ased it out ba 


f 


Nould not 


could not, however, De implemented dfe to 
| bis ii 


BEER canal b i 
difficulties. Accordingly whey 


came to power in July, 


up the treads once by propesing 


Act of (Us un the Jammu and 
f IE woh, 472 


ia eee AW AAN CE TO 
shmir Agarian Reforms of 1978 was passeu uM 


1 78 mirs MO ~ Sea lene 
1:35 05,97 8/7 e ite striking 


which came into force on 
of the Act that Landlordism had been 
abolished a been given to the tillers 
(e it. Orchards have been again excluded 


acres. 


o 


of ceiling i.e. 12.5 standard 


/ Q n k 
Another outsyânding feature of the New 
Rie Landes Abolition Act one 19530; 
payment of reasonable amount ot 


got extinguished. 


2) enous A 


Ano (eens faf Lith 
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Accordingly, when : Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 


difficulties. 


again came to power in July 1977, We picked uP the threads 


again by proposing some amendments in this Act: rinally, the 


d: Jammu and ‘Kashmir agrarian Reforms (Amendment) Act was 
passed on 8th . April, 19782? and came into force on 13th 
July, VO The main amendments of the amended Act Den 

under:- | 
(à) qhe-orehardsy as defined by Section 2 (10) of 
the principal Act, have been exempted- from 
‘the operasion of the Act. 
O G) The displaces persons cultivating evacuee's 
din. X T 
land personally should be deemed to be 
occupancy tenants and recorded as such. They 
= should pe liable to pay rent equal t9 the 
amount of land revenue and cesses assessed 
"thereon. 
i 


D - 
(iii) No person; who ox any member of whose, family, 


holds 44 orchard exceeding 


Dome land fors his personai cultivatio 


ie 


on& nundred Weed 


^. 
Yo ES 5 
oer 
lout ORE CO VBS 


^ ; 

13 i 

E 

HM 

por | 
af I 

Aia d 


the most. important single factor which engineered basic 


(2) of Section (4) of the Act, aggre ate land 


here in ownership or as tenant or otherwise 


hry OF vested . undex this Act an 


individual « or all members of a family should 


“be no case exceed the ceiling area. 


(iv) an exe serviceman of the defence force or 8 


person serving in defence force could snow 
hold one additional standard acre. over and 
above the ceiling fixed in Subd Section of 


"Section 7 


$t is often argued, that these reforms have proved 


changes in the rural 4e&kor of the state GR ero But in 


actual practice the hopes that Dec amended Act would bring 


to an end the old ase system ale an intermediary between the 


tiller 


acant E 


of the soil and the state aael enable him to 


ay 


proprietocshib over the land which he UNE HEP Mee 


E ae landlordism stands abo 


1 
rt 
| 
| 


sac idi RUNI tei t tag nn to 


icm ANN e LP 


e 1 dne E a M E 
GOES AIO ca 1 ARR TIER 
30) atit SAL ees a AR RG, E GE S E 
wi DAI SONUS p 


ined ! ; UNE uM 
achieved. The progress of the implementation of the Act is . t 


slow and tedious. Moreover, under the provision of the la-w, 


no tiller can become an absolute owner until. he had 
Y y . s .*1 - Mas 
^ completed the payment of levy. Since the tiller as a cíaàss^ 
unable to pay the levy in a short.time We aim of making the 
pay e, 8 


tillers the actual owner had not been 


* E 
? 


achieved. It is further pointed out that, Whereas ‘under 


ri EE eed NS 


the Agrariau Reform Act of 1976, the actual number of 


beneficiaries of proprietary rights had been estimated to be 


arent i we 


in order of” 7 Lakh tillers; but in actual practice absolute 


Is 


propriet&ry rights had been. given, to 98,615 tillers only 


EE 
till er 


LE 
` 


In, a nuribe 2 of cases illegal eceupemue have 
managed to s cire proprietary rights on such land cf those 


ON occupants, whose “claims should have received the first 


consideration. MAL owes, hice ree have benn ouou exclu ded 
pem a ofp E cabus d co udsop ee 18S euo exco 
Unlike ha Bip dede) FAGU 4 Abolihien At H 175o e 
ches Mawole fxs fia papm df hea Limalhe amete p- 
decuit. & Jefe ioc eye ast ro 


ht ime A Fhamplet deed 
Jammu and Ka 
1984, py ba 


me a new ren er ne nth m a e a: 


è 
LO Y 


2 ae Lit) ae. v ear 7 P pe ew 


eet 


While summing up it may be pointed out that 
although the land reforms in the State aimed at liberating 
the peasantry from the fetters of complete economic 
dependence on the feudal landlords, yet in practice these 
acts could not fulfil their intended objectives. Iu other 
words, the impact of land reforms has fallen short ot 
expectations. The legislation enacted in 1950s may be 
regarded, to a large extent radical and revolutionary in 
comparison to the reforms introduced in 1970s. Moreover, the 
new reform Act of 1978 (which is gen bm operation) Ase Tuan 
no way improvement upon the earlier legislations. tm face 


cone of ies provisions are move retrograde than even the Act 


t 1972. Moreover, it is an ambiguous and vague Act offering 


Q 


a number of concessions to the vested interests who have 
grown after 1947. The National Conference leadership, like 
any petty bourgeoistic leadership also cannot harm its own 
interests and that of the interests of its supporters. The 
implementation Of) wand © reforms) | Was also faulty and 
ineffective due to the fact that the same old bureaucracy 
was incharge of their implementation. Moreover there were 
number of loopholes and flaws in the legislation Ehemselwes 
jassed from time to time. Thus, the defective legislacions 
and their ineffective implementation have to the frustration 
and disappointment of the small holders, share-croppers, and 


landless people on one hand, and on the ether enabled ene 


DE 
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Well to de Sectron of land holders to evade law. One may 
therefore, conclude that the and a Reforms da etta and 
Kashmir even in post independence era have benefit-ed only a 
section of peasantry and have enriched only their interests. 
Although, these measures have done away vith tHe feudal set 
up by undermining the position of all big landlords, yet 
these have not been able to eransfoxm e POOL and 
downtrodden sections of the people and bring about a radical 
recasting in their social conditions. These have 
distinctively benefitsed those individuals who ab the 
village level were important people and have, therefore, 
helped in the transformation of economic power From one 
class to another. AS 8 result, the land has mostly gone inte 
the hand of rich peasasnt class under various puroxt: The 
benefits of land reforms have not percolated COR NUS 
cultivating population at the lowest level to the extent it 


was €x ected. 


ao) 
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Macmillian New Delhi 1973 p- "71. 


ive of Land tieforms in 
x Kashmir article Vitasta 
Annual 2000 A.D. Calculta 1981 


^ (S 
p- OSe 


3. Naya Kashuir 


e Land teforms in Jannu & Kashmir A Phamplet issued by Deptt. of 


information, JóX Govt. year not mentioned P-1. 


D 


5. The Big Landed àstates Abolition Act XVIII of 2007 Amdned upto date 


aanbir Press Jammu August 1995 p-5. 
6. Land Reforms in Jamu And Kasimir Op. cit. p- 3. 


7. Land Reforms- A phamplet issued by Land neforms Officer, to review 
the working of the land reforms with special 
reference to Big Landed zsstates Abolition Act for 
the period ending July, 1952 in J&K. Srinagar year 
not mentioned. p-1ll. 


ee 


8. Gupt, N.S, Singh, Amerjeet Agricultural development in India 


Vol- I Jammu & Kashmir seem a 

publications Delhi 1979 p- 170. 

9. Land Reforms A Phamplet issued by Land Reforms Officer op. eit 
Mo 19s 


10. Hindustan Times New Delhi August 2, 1952. 
1l. Ibi. 


12. Basua, D D : Com.entary on the constitution of igdia Vol. 11; 
1965 sarpar calcutta, p- 185. 
13. Report of the Land Compensation Committee appointed by the Jammu 
and Kashmir constituént Assembly 1951- 52, p.l. 


14, 1. Hon'ble Mirza Afzal Beg, Revenue Minister (Chairman) 
embers 
2, The Hon'ble Maulana Mohd Sayeed. 
3. The Hon'ble Pt. Janki Nath Kakroo 
4. The Honíble Mir asin. 
5. The Hon'ble Kh. Gulam Ahmed Mir 
6. The Hon'ble Mazir Ram Saran Dass. 
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15. 


18. 


Zl. 


22. 


23. 


24. 
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7. The Hon'ble Thakur Sagra Singh, 
Ihe Hon'ble Mahasha Nahar Singh. 
. The Hon'ble Gulam Rasool Kar. 
lO.Ihe Hon'ble S5. Chela Singh. 
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ll.The Hon'ble Krishan Deo Sethi. 
l12.ľne Hon'ble R.C. Raina as Secretary. 


ieport of the Land Compensation Committee appointed by the 
Jammu & Kashmir constituent Assembly 1951- 52, p-25 Ranbir 
Govt. Press, Jammu. 

Ibid p- 96. 

lbid. 

Land Reforms- Phamplet issued by Land Reforms Officer op. cit. 
p-ele 

The Jaumu_and Kashmir Government Cabinet Order NO: 28-0 _ 
dated 2.2. 1953. 


Report of the Inquiry Committee to Bxamine the working of Land 


Reforms, Price Control etc. J&K Govt. 1953, p. (D. 

The Committee consisted of:- 

l. Justice Janki Nath Wazir, Chief Justice- Ch airman 

2e. Thakur Harnam Singh Pathnia, Chief Consevator of Forest... 
Member. 

30 he Ad Shah, Revenue Commissioner- Member. 

4.  Pirzada Ghulam Ahmad- Accoutant General-Member, and 

iSo Pandit Radha Krishna Koul, subs Judge- Secretary. 


The Time Limit was subsequently extended by another Two Months. 


lbid. p] ppe 33-35, 
Note: The recommendations of the Committee pertaining to tne 
working of the system of price and other controls the then 
prevalent in the state; progress of rehabilitation of the 
displaced persons snd ways and means to be adopted for the 
rehabilitation of ex-servicemen have nothing to do with the 
land reforms, hence these are not discussed. 
For details of inconsistonicies, anamolies and inequilities 
Gupta, Raleed kumas, Po exea et Laud Rafiu ak WS 

ee a A Jam War 199s p- E 
Hussain, Hakim Imtiyaz The Jammu and Kasnuirs 

Agrarian Reforms Act 1976. (Act 0: 


XVII of 1976) Sheen Press, Srinagar 
1976 p- 9. 


see Appendix. IV. 
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26. 


27. 
ea. 
29. 


30. 


38. 
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40. 


4l. 
42. 


43. 


Gupta, N.S. And Singh Anar jit Agricultural .evelopment 
of states in India Vol. I 
op. cit. p- 171-72. 

Hussain, Hakim Imitiyaz: Lhe Jamiu and Kashmir 
Agrarian Keforms Act. 1976. 
Op. cit. p-2. 


Ibia Do telo 


Times of India, New Delhi 4th March 1976. 


Gupta, N.S. ^na Singh Amarjit: Agricultural Development 
of States in India 
Vol. 1 ODe eit 19) 172. 

Financial àxpress, New Delhi, July 29, 1976 p.5. 

Hussain, Hakim Imtiyaz: Jamu and Kashmir Agrarian iteforms 

Act 1976, ODe eit, p-5. 

Ibid DOMO 

Financial “xpress, New Delhi, August 20, 1976. 

limes of India, New Delhi, July 24, 1976. 

Financial sxpress, New Delhi, July 29, 1976 p-5 


" 


Gupta, N.S. And. Singh, Amar jit: Agricultural vevelopment of 
States in India.Vol. lop. 
p- Be bite 


Hussain, Hakim Imtiyaz: Lhe Jannu And Kashmir A gradi 
Reforms Act. 1976 op. cit ji 


Do 796 
Moza, Meenakshi : Prospective of Land Reforms in Jammu Agi 


Kashmir op. eit. p. 69. 
Ibid p-p» 81-82. 


Towards A Bright Future. A Phamplet issued by Director of / 
mation J&K Govt. Press Srinagar, 1984 p-6. 


Ibid p-7. 
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The establishment of Jammu and Kashmir Constituent 
Assembly in September 1951115 was-an event of great signifi- 
cance in the political history of the State. Its birth marked an im- 
portant stage in the struggle for the establishment of democracy 
in the State. Usually the framers of the Constitution generally 
state their objectives in the beginning and then try to incorpo- 
rate those objectives into the provisions of the Constitution, The 


115. (i) Kashmir in India, the author, publisher and year unknown but 

printed at the Caxton Press, New Delhi, p. 2. 

(ii) Kashmir—At A Glance, op. cit., 4. 

(iii) Dr. Balbir Singh in his thesis The Working of Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly (1967-1972) submitted to the 
University of Jammu for Ph.D. Degree in May 1973 (unpubli- 
shed) on page 19 mentioned that the Constituent Assembly was 
elected in 1952. The statement is incorrect as the Ist Session 
of the Assembly was held on 31st Octobor, 1951. 


(iv) A brief review of progress in Jammu & Kashmir, published by 
Deptt. of Information, J&K Govt., Srinagar, year unknown, 
p. 2 also mentioned that C.A. of the State came into existence 
on 31st Oct., 1952 which is incorrect. 


(v) India and Kashmir—Constitutional Aspect, op. cit., p. 5. It was 
mentioned that there was a good deal of correspondence 
between the State Govt. and the Govt. of India on the question 
of scope of the Constituent Assembly and eventually Mr. Raj- 
gopala Acharya, Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, Mr. Gopala- 
swami Ayyangar on behalf of the Govt. of India assured the 
Prime Miuister of Kashmir that there was no disagreement 
with the view expressed by the State Govt. (in a letter of Prime 
Minister of State to Gopalaswami Ayyangar dt. 16th January, 
1951) and that of Govt. of India in regard to the subjects which 
would come up for discussion and decision before the Consti- 
tuent Assembly. The same view had been expressed by the 
Prime Minister of India in his letter dt. 9th February, 1951 
which he addressed to the Prime Minister of Kashmir from 
London. He pointed'out “I have no doubt that the will of 
Kashmiri people must prevail in regard to every matter and it 
is they who will decide ultimately every question affecting the 
State.” 
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Declaration of the American Independence (1776)? laid down 
the twin ideals of equality of men and of securing to them 
certain inalienable rights i.e. the rights to “life, liberty and thc 
pursuit of happiness." The French Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and Citizens 17891” spoke of the equality of men and 
guaranteed to them the rights of “Liberty, Property, Security and 
Resistance to Oppression.” New Kashmir!'*—the Socio-politi- 
cal plan for rebuilding of the State and Magna Carta of 
National Conference spoke of the union of different regions of 
the State based upon fullest equality and self-determination, to 
raise the people from the abyss of oppression and poverty, degra- 
dation and ignorance into a sun-it valley of plenty ruled by 
freedom, science and honest toi].!!? 

The proclamation? of His Highness Maharaja of Kash- 
mir dated Sth March, 1948 spoke of the establishment of 4 
fully Democratic Constitution based on adult Franchise with a 
hereditary ruler as à Constitutional hcad, adequate safeguards 
to the minorities and guaranteeing freedom of conscience, frec- 
dom of speech and freedom of assembly. 


116. Robert G. Dixon and Elmer Plischke, American Government 
Basic Documents and Materials, D. Van Nostrand Company Inc., 
‘Princeton, New Jersy, February 1952, p. 6. 

117. “Documents of Major Foreign Powers" edited by Loiuse W. Hol- 
born, John H. Herzy and Gwendolen M. Carter, p. 90, Harcourt, 
Brace and World, Inc. New York/Chicago/San Francisco/Atlanta, 


1968. 
118. While addressing the National Conference Convention held in 1948, 


Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah said “New Kashmir undoubtedly trans- ' 


cends all barriers of race, religion, colour and cconomic inequality. 

It aims at the total extermination of social parasitism and liquida- 

tion of exploiters. A dynamic programme like this even which 

as its immediate objective has the emancipation of common man 

from the shackles that bind him today cannot surely live in an 

atmosphere of hate and the narrow limits of reactionary feuda- 

lism”. (Jammu and Kashmir National Conference 21st Annual 
Session—Political Resolutions published by Abdul Rashid, General 
Secretary, All Jammu and Kashmir National Conference (Camp), 
Jammu, year unknown, p. 3). 

119. New Kashmir, op. cit., p. 12. 

120, Proclamation Shriman Inder Mohinder Raj Rajeshwar Maharaja 
` Adhiraj Shri Hari Singh the ruler of Jammu & Kashmir and depen- 


dencies, Jammu, March 5; 1948. 


[ro 


Setting up of the Constituent Assembly 


Like Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, who moved the objectives 
Resolution?? containing broad objectives of the Constitution 
in the Constituent Assembly of India, Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah, 
the then leader of the House also presented the broad objectives 
in his historic address to the Constituent Assembly on Sth 


November, 1951.12? 


The Sheikh’s inaugural address to the Jammu and Kashmir 
Constituent Assembly seems to have a three-old significance. 
In the first place, the address is that of a leader who has been 
the Chief architect of the freedom struggle in tbe State asa 


121. Tewari, Umakant in his book The Making of Indian. Constitution, 


122. 


op. cit., p. 70, mentioned that the Congress Working Committee 
appointed the Expert Committee in July 1946 under the Chairman- 
ship of Pt. J.L. Nehru to lay down, among other things, the 
objectives of the forthcoming Constitution, but no such Committee 
was formed to formulate the objectives of forthcoming Constitution 
of The Jammu Kashmir State. 

(i) C.A. Deb., Vol. I, No. 3 dated 5th Nov., 1951, p. 1. 

(ii) Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah in his policy statement pointed out 
that Consembly had been the repository of its Sovereign 
authority. While referring to its members he said, ‘‘you are 
the sovereign authority in this State of Jammu & Kashmir. In 
support he quoted Art. 3 of the French Constitution— 

*the source of all sovereignty resides fundamentally in the 

nation... Sovereignty is one and indivisible, inalienable 

and imprescriptable. It belongs to the nation.’ : 
He concluded with the words ‘we should be clear about the 
responsibilities that this power invests us with... . ." 

N. Chanda in an article ‘Kashmir True Constitutional Eyes" publi- 

shed in Organiser, 2-6-1952 took a strong exception to the sovereign 

character of Kashmir Consembly and pointed out that **. . .other 

Princely States also thus acceded with larger powers than those of 

the provinces, butlater they agreed to be put on par with them 

except in the minor matter of retaining princes as constitutional 
heads in place of provincial governors. But the decision about 
desirable alignment of Kashmir with the provinces was left by Art. 

370(2) of the Indian Constitution to the proposed C.A. of 

Kashmir, the intention being to have it done by popular consent. 

The Kashmir C.A. thus is not a sovereign body, for Art. 370 gives 

it power to transfer more subjects to the Centre, but not to curtail 

the three ceded subjects orto decide in favour of secession or 
altering the basic structure of a princely State”. 
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part of the larger National movement which ended the British 
Rule in Indian sub-continent. He has also played a leading 
role in the political drama of the State for about the past half- 
century, occupying the centre of the stage of the Kashmir poli- 
tical scene most of this time, and indirectly influencing it con- 
siderably when circumstances did not occasionally allow his 
direct presence on the stage. : 

Secondly, it spells out and highlights the principal Institu- 
tions and other empirical formulations which were sought to be 
enshrined in the State’s Constitution and comprise the new 
Constitutional set-up in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Lastly, it is possible to discern in the address, a reflection 
of some sort of a political philosophy, an ideology or tather a 
mixture of ideologies and to abstract the same from the matrix 
of the empirical issues and a cluster of Institutions analysed 
and discussed therein. 


In the very nature of the things, the issues and their for- y 


mulations in the address, are intermingled with the abstract 
thought behind them. It therefore, seems proper to briefly touch 
the main issues and follow them up with the political philosophy 
which prevailed in the Consembly and was finally projected in 
its handiwork, the Constitution. 

Among the main issues, were the future of the ruling 
dynasty, the accession of the State to the Indian Union, the 
question of compensation to the expropriated land-owners, the 
degree of cultural autonomy to the various territorial units of the 
State, fundamental rights, independence of Judiciary and the rule 
of Law together with the values contained in the concept of 
socio-economic justice. 

As to the ruling dynasty, the Institution of monarchy was 
pronounced to be incompatible with the spirit and need of modern 
times and it was desired that the Constitutional head of the State 
should be chosen by the State Assembly to perform certain 
functions which may be entrusted to him under the Constitu- 
tion. 2? ue 

In respect of the State’s accession, the address, examines 
the pros and cons of three options open to the Assembly, 


123. C.A. Deb., Vol. I, No. 3 dated 5th Nov., 1951, pp. 6-12. 
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namely, accession to India, accession to Pakistan and an inde- 
pendent status, making the State as a kind of Switzerland of the 
East. In favour of the accession to India, the address referred 
among other things, to community of ideals between the state 
and rest of India, the support that State's freedom movement re- 
ceived from the Indian National Congress, democratic values of 
Indian Constitution such as rule of law, the secular approach 
io social and public life, the commitment to land reforms and 
other aspects of socio-economic justice.!?4 

Explaining the case of accession to Pakistan, the address 


notes the feudal structure and the communal outlook which ' 


had coloured the political life in Pakistan. It marks the inade- 
quacy and outdated nature of religion forming the basis of a 
modern State, and pointed out irrelevance of religion to present 
day alliances.!?5 

Regarding an independent status for Kashmir, the lack 
of goodwill for it on the part of its neighbours and some other 
factors made its viability out of question.!?^ 

The Assembly was called upon to take a decision on the 
issue of compensation to the land-owners who had lost part of 
their land on account of land-reforms which had been carried 
out by the new regime. 

The manifesto of the National Conference drawn way 
back in 1944 and entitled ‘New Kashmir’ contains, among 
other things the principle “land to the tillers?.1?? The address 
also stressed the desirability of adopting rule of law, indepen- 
dence of judiciary, fundamental rights such as right to equality, 
freedom of expression and the values pertaining to the socio- 
economic justice. 

-A perusal of the ‘address indicates that the Sheikh (and 
his party) was considerably influenced by the liberal, democratic 
traditions of the west, which, incidentally, had also influenced 
the making of the Indian Constitution. The party also sub- 
scribed to certain socialistic values and concepts such as that of 


124. Ibid., pP. 22-24. 
125. ibid., pp. 24-26. 
126. Ibid., p. 26. 

127. Ibid., pp. 12-15. 
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socio-economic justice. The “land to the tiller” without com- 
pensation to the land-owners for the Jand of which they were 
expropriated is, in fact, reminiscent of a Marxist norm. ft scems 
that the two main streams of the western liberal political tradi- 
tions and the socialism slightly coloured by the Marxist tradi- 
tions, both clamour for attention on the part of the party, its 
leaders and the Assembly. The result was a kind of a ‘mix’ of 
the two traditions, two different ways of life, a kind of amalgam 
of the values belonging to each tradition. 

And, so, as the two philosophies or ideologies vied with 
each other to capture the leaders’ mind, the State Constituent 


Assembly was finally asked to incorporate democratic socialism, ` 


somewhat in the way as the Indian Constituent Assembly had 
done with reference to the Constitution hammered into shape 
by it. The State Assembly's final option in favour of no com- 
pensation to the land-owners in the larger context of the “Jand 
to the tillers’, was a sort of a pinch of salt or spice thrown 
into the cauldron of the new polity, in which what was mainly 
cooking up was a sort of democratic socialism. To reiterate, 
the philosophy which largely animated the framing of the Con- 
stitution in Jammu and Kashmir State was that of democratic 
socialism. 

The functions which the Constituent Assembly had been 
called upon to perform were : 


(i) To decide constitution for the future governance of 
the country;1?8 
(ii) To decide the future of the ruling dynasty;1” 
Gii) To decide whether or not compensation should be 
paid to the Jandlord;}8° 
(iv) To declare its conclusion regarding accession. 191 


So far as the future Constitution of the State was concern- 
ed, Sheikh Abdullah stressed that it should be based on the 


128. C.A. Deb., Vol. I, No. 3 dated 5th Nov., 1951, p. 3. 
- 129. Ibid., p. 4. 

130. Ibid., p. 4. 

131. Ibid., p. 4. 


Setting up of the Constituent Assembly 109 


principles of equality, libérty and social justice, which were the 
integral features of all progressive constitutions of the world. 
The rule of law, equality before law and the independence of judi- 
ciary should be the corner-stones of the political structure. He 
further added that the freedom of individual in the matter of 
speech, movement, association, press and opinion. as well as 
rapid economic development and more equitable distribution 
of national wealth as given in ‘New Kashmir’ should be gua- 
ranteed. He pleaded that full consideration should be given to 
the existence of various sub-national groups in the State as well 
as basic unity of the State. The future constitution, according 
to him, must afford the fullest possibilities to each of these groups 
‘to grow and flourish in conformity with their cultural character- 
istics, without detriment to the integral unity of the state or the 
requirements of our social and economic policies.!*? 

While referring to the future of the Ruling Dynasty, 
Sheikh Abdullah traced out briefly the events which led to the 
conclusion of the Treaty of Amritsar 1846 and the transfer of 
the people and the territory for 75 lakhs of rupees to Maharaja 
Gulab Singh. He also referred to the suppression coming in 
the wake of the Dogra rule afterwards. With the withdrawal 
of the paramount power, he pointed out, the rights of the 
Indian Princes had ceased and sovereignty had reverted to the 
people. He stressed that National Conference was convinced 
that the institution of monarchy was inconipatible with the 
spirit and need of modern times and a constitutional head of 
the state would have to be chosen to exercise the functions the 
assembly might choose to entrust to him.!?? 

In order to decide whether or not compensation should be 
paid to the expropriated landlords, Sheikh Abdullah traced out 
briefly the history of landlordism in Kashmir from Great 
Moghuls down to the Dogra dynasty. He referred to the “land 

to the tiller’? policy of the National Conference as envisaged in 
the ‘New Kashmir'.?* 


_ 132. Ibid., pp. 3-6. 
133. Ibid., pp. 6-12. 
134. Ibid., pp. 12-15. 
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As regards the State's accession Sheikh Abdullah referred 
to the three possible alternatives with their pros and cons. 
These were as under: 


(a) Accession with the Union of India; 

(b) Accession with Pakistan; and 

(c) Making Kashmir an Eastern Switzerland i.e. Indepen- 
dent Kashmir. 


While explaining the merits of the state's accession with India 


he mentioned the kinship of ideals between the two States; the . 


support of the Indian National Congress to the cause of State's 
people's freedom; the steps towards democratisation, social 
reconstruction; justice, freedom, equality for all; guarantee of 
equality of rights to all citizens (irrespective of their religion, 
colour, caste and class) and sccularism—as the main basis of 
the Indian Constitution. He pleaded that these features of 
Indian polity would conduce to the security of the Kashmiri 
Muslims in India. He pointed out that even the economic 
interests of the people demanded the accession of the state with 
India—as land reforms could only be possible in India and 
not in landlord-ridden Pakistan with so many feudal privileges 
intact. More industrialised than feudal Pakistan, according to 
him, India could help the state to exploit the mineral resources 
and the raw material in which Kashmir was very rich. The 
essential commodities could be got in large quantities from 
India. He further added that as their economic welfare was 
bound with their arts and crafts, the traditional markets for 
these precious goods were located in India.!?* 

While referring to the second alternative and argument 
that as Pakistan was a Muslim state and Kashmir being Muslim 
majority state, must accede to Pakistan; Sheikh Abdullah point- 
ed out that Pakistan’s claims as a Muslim state were only a. 
camouflage, a smoke screen to dupe the common man and an 
appeal to the religious sentiment. According to him Pakistan 
was not an organic unity of all muslims in this subcontinent 


135. Ibid., pp. 22-24. 
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and was a feudal state where majority of the population was 
still helpless under the heals of their rulers and were not guaran- 
teed even the fundamental rights through a democratic consti- 
tution, He pointed out the fact that, in Pakistan, the right of 
self-determination was then being denied and those who had 
‘fought against imperialism were suppressed. He further stressed 
"that religious affinities did not and should not alone normally 
determine the political alliances of the states and that is why 
there was no Christian block, Buddhist block or even Muslim 
block in modern international politics. Reiterating the economic 
interests and community of political ideals between the state 
and the Union of India, Sheikh Abdullah said that these days 
economic interests and community of ideals more appropriately 
influenced the policies of the states.!?* . 

While referring to the third alternative i.e. the indepen- 
dence of the state, he pointed out the practical difficulties invol- 
ved therein. Firstly it was not easy to protect sovereignty, and 
independence in a small country which had not sufficient strength 
to defend itself and its long and difficult frontiers bordering 
with so many countries. Secondly under the circumstances it 
was a must for the people of the state to be assured of the good- 
will of all their neighbours. Addressing the Consembly, he 
reminded the members of thc fact that despite the existence 
of a standstill agreement between independent state of J&K and 
Pakistan during the period August 15 to October 22, 1947, the 
state had been invaded by Pakistan and “where was the guaran- 
tee that in future it might not be the victim of a similar aggres- 
sion2^137 

Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah concluded his historic statement 

? with. the stress that the House must consider the question of 
accession with open mind, and not let their personal prejudices 
stand in the way of a balanced judgement. He stressed upon 
the Assembly' to weigh all these in the scales of their national 
good and to pronounce where the true well-being of the coun- 

 trylay in future.* So far as constitution-making function 


136. Ibid., pp. 24-26. 
137. Ibid., p. 26. 
138. Ibid., p. 26. 
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of the C.A. was concerned, Sheikh Abdullah’s policy statement 
on Monday i.e. Sth November, 1951 clearly indicated what the - 
constitution would not include. The issues of accession, the 
ruling dynasty's future and compensation for dispossessed land- 
lords would be settled through the resolutions.'?? 9 


— 


3.4 The Controversy Over the Fairness of Elections 


The National Conference captured all the 75 seats of the 
Consembly because of its policy, programme and leadership. 
Its leaders not only outrightly rejected all the allegations 
levelled against it but also brought forth counter charges. So 
far as first allegation (i.e. net holding elections in the province 
of Kashmir and Jammu simultaneously) was concerned, their. 
answer was that dates for the elections were decided strictly 
ZA LE according to the climatic’ conditions™° prevailing in different | 
2i uu parts of the State. Since the State stretched from the snow— 
», P : i | covered frontier areas, and the mountain valley of Kashmir, 
1 right down to the hot plains of Jammu, it was obvious that one 
| election day would have been totally unsuitable for all the three 

regions. Even in India different election days were fixed!*! 
^s i for the very same reason. While answering the second allegation 
NO UT E d y (irregular Delimitation) the National Conference leaders pleaded 
See i | that Government had sanctioned delimitation of Constituencies 
| on the recommendations of Delimitation Committee comprised 

of four senior and experienced Deputy Commissioners, two 

from each province, presided over by a Judge of High Court.*4* 
| In answer to the allegation No. 4 (out of the way polling 
| stations) they pointed out that the polling stations were fixed 
| d. not only by the Returning Officers and the Election Commis- 
| 


sioner, but after round table consultations with the people of 
all parties in the area concerned.? The fifth allegation 


26 i 139. The Statesman, 8-11-1951. x 
: 5 ] 140. Elections to Jammu and Kashmir Constituent Assembly, op. cit., p. Tho 


141. Ibid., p. 7. 
142. Ibid., p. 7. 
143. Ibid., p. 7. 
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-BBDW2ba INDIAN FEDERATION PROCESS 


REGIONAL kei ATIONS 


* 
Dr. Vidya Bhushan 


MR The all Jammu and Kashmir Pra ja Parishad, being 


essentially a reaction tc the aggressive trends in the 


local nationalism àf Kashmir, a protest of a region which 


1 
felt politically ignored and condemned, result of 
regional nationalism, a regional and a largely Hindu 
dominated party was found? in 1947, Hindu Dogras had 


a sense of insecurity as a miniority community in the 


State Representing their apprehensions, Praja Parisahd 


Sought security in the retention of the Institution 
of the Maharaja as a Constitutional head of the state, 
For the same reason they favoured closer tics between 
the State and Indian Union ana abrogation of Article 
370which conferred a Special Status on the state, It 


rejected, outrightly a Separate Consembly? Separate 


emblem and separate flag for the state and the Institution 


of Sadar-i-Rayasat and demanded the application of 


4 
Indian Constitution in its entirety, like Jana Sangh, 
its policy too was influenced by the ideology of 


AKHAND BHART and regarded the accession of the State 

to the Union as final, complete, legally valid and 

beyond question.” The Party believed in the concept 

of India as a strong Unitary State,6 

ee is 

R M. A. -L. B. B.E . Ph.D, Reader P.G. Departme t of 
Politi 1 Science "Univer sity of Jammu, 


Paper pres&nted in a\Seminar organised by Institute\of 


JéK affairs\with the help of financial assistance of 
IGSR from 3rü to 5th Jan, 1952, 
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The Party which had previously criticised the 
convening of Consembly to draft separate constitution 


for the state decided to contest the elections and 
demanded representation in Delimitation Committee," 
Seon after the party leadership charged the National 


Conference and its Government of commission of malafide 


1 
8 number of irregularities? and dubious methods 


in Jammu &lections and gave an & ultimatum? and 


tactics, 


ultimately bycotted the elections under protest, 1? 


This gave rise to the Prashid war crys 


Ek Desh do Vidha -In one country two Constitutions 
Ek Desh men do Nishan -In one country two Flags; 


Ek Desh men do Pradhan-In one countrytwo Prime 
Ministers; 


Nahin Chalengay! Nahin Chalengay - Will not 
be toleratea;29 


A minor incident over the protest of a fey 


students against hoisting a National Conference Flag 
Iq 
5d 
in G.G.M. College on 15th January 19621 touched off 


the conflagration. The incident led to penalisation 


15" rS 1 H- 3$ 
of the students Students hunger Strike, Violence; 


para Da so Au 
Police lathi charge, firing, $ partial paralisation 
of administrative machinery in Jammu city, intervention 


of the Military and imposition of 72 hours ouros 4 
binder its cover, the entire leadership of Praja Parishad | 


was arrested as the Government charged that the 

demonstration was organised and inspired by the 
Ao 

Praja Parishad, There was a &harp reaction in the 


i i 

State as well as rest of India, 21 On the intervention 

of Mr. N.G. Ayyangar, the then Minister of State I" 
x: | 
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of India, who visited Jammu in April 1952 to study 
the situation and cool passions,“ they were released, 


But it left trail of bitterness. 


Meanwhile Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg the then 
Chairman of the Basic Principles :Committee pointed 


out in the Constituent Assembly on March 24, 1952 
that the State of Jammu and Kashmir would be "an 


autonomous Rpublic within the Indian Union, with a 
separate President, National Assembly, Judiciary, 


Regional Autonomy and separate citizenship, ^9 Beg's 


statement was deeply resented not only in Jammu but 
also in Ladakh and rest of India and created serious 
apprehensions about the credibility of the leaders 


of Kashmir, 


Regional discontent was also growing in Ladakh 


In a memorandum submiited to the State Prime Minister 


Sheikh Mohd, Abdullah, Kaushak Bakula, Head Lama of 
Ladakh and member of the Constituent Assembly, 
demanded for a statutory provision in the future 
constitution of Jammu and Kashmir under which state's 
North-Eastern Frontier Province of Ladakh covering 
S1nkiang and Western Tibet, would become a federation 
unit of Kashmir a long as the accession of the state 
to India endures. He urged that a separate Legislative 


Assembly of 15 members, with an Executive Council 


responsible fo it, should be set up for Ladakh 
to run the internal administration of the area, d 


He pointed out that under that proposal Lad 


would largely bear the same relation to tng 
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as the later did to India. Asserting that under the 
circumstances Ladakh would have little or no vkoice 
in the State's 75 member Constituent ASsembly where 
it was, in point of race, language and culture a. 
perfect stranger to the rest of the members, He 


claimed that his plan was the best guarantee of the 


stability of the connections, of Ladakh with Kashmir, 
In case his plan was not deemed feasible, he added, 
then a committee of 10 members elected on the join 
electorate basis be set up for Ladakah and no measure 
affecting the economic, political and religious life 
of the province be passed by the State  Constituent 
Assembly or the J&K Government without its approval; 
all proposals emanating from the Statutory Advisory 
Committee be treated as the "Voice of Ladakh", 4 


Kushak Bukola had a talk with N.G Ayyengar 
and repeated the demand that Ladkah be granted 
internal autonomy. Kashmiri leaders did not take 
kindly to these regional protests and were particularly 
provoked by the merger movement of Praja Parishad, 
Strongly reacting to the Praja Parishad movement 
Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah, in a sensational speech at 
R.S. Pura on the loth April 1952, said that Kashmir's 
aecession to India would be of restrictive nature 
and those who wanted Kashmir to lose it separate 
identity were talking without any conception of 
political realities that faced thems25 rn another 
speech at Hazratbal on 18th April, 1952, he said 


oh Kashmir is in no way were prepared to renot 


e 


their charished ideology in furtherance of which 
they hed cffered blood and sweat during the two 
decades, Kashmir had acceded to India in respect 
of only three subject - Defence, External Affairs 
and Gommunication and had the right to shape their 


26 
destiny according to the wishes of the peoples In 


another speech at Hazaratbal on 25th April, 1953 

he said that the whole world was aware of their policy 
that the Gonsembly would decide three important 
issues:framing of the Constitution, the future of 


the ruling dynasty and the accession of the State, 77 


These speeches faused an uproad in Jammu particularly 


28 29 


and the Indian Press and public opinion™ was 
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The progressive reforms then Jaunchee by the Sheikh | 
‘Abdul lahs’ Government edi: as Grant of Pixity of 


“ensure to the tenants in respect of Tenancy ‘holdings: 


Fixation of the maximum rental payable by the tenant, 


to the land works; provision for summary reinstatement 


of the tenants, ns. had been wrongfully eyecited; TUS 
Restitution of mortgaged properties} belief to the 
PN A debtors; fpbolition of Jagirs, Mufais and. 
Mukararies, The Big Landed Estate Abolition Act of 
1950 etc, said to have been done with Communal spirit, j E 


EN 
It 4&5 alledged that the people of Jammu had been 


ela € 
gone their due share in the power structure as 


well as in the economic reforms, 


The people of Jammu @id not relish the transfer of 
‘political power from Jammu based Dogra House to the 


Valley based National sinet headed by Sheikh 


Abdullah and his majority of corpllgiphis s ‘through 
democratically constituted government, They saw in the . l 


new shift a reversed regional power imbalance which 


í generated in them psychological vaccum to be filled E 
only when Sheikh’ Moha. Abdullah would be removed, — 


13, 


14. 


18, 


16. 


17. 


JE lands themselves vere no longer allowed | to ao 


aD À 


Tne declaration of July 15, as p official 
"Martyrs ' Day" alibver t the state, | aci against 


the wishes of the people of Hindu belt of Jammu. - 


' They believed that July 1931 movement was a 


Muslim movement and, thus, a communal amt -. 


The,  detorating ina of the minorities X^ rus 


Jammu and in the volley. 


The deprivation of the miniorities of all their | 


professions/ jobs/sources of income under one x 
pretext or the other. or vase Pe ar done in the name of 


Naya Kashmir. 


Total Gisregarc’ . of werit and efficiency 


criterion for the new appointments quss promotions 


by the nun governments. 


Not only the reduction of the share of landlords 
in the produce £rom one half to one fourth but also | 


not allowing to give even this to ‘the 1 landlords of 
"su : communi ty by National conference worke 


Even Hindu landiorás/ who used to aurtivate heir 


Meanwhile events were moving fast with in (9 
the state, The Consembly unanimously adopted the 


State flag, ® the interim report recommending the 
abolition of hereditary monarchy and the election 
of the Head of the State was also unanimously 

33. 


approved, 


Pt,Prem Nath Dogra said that the decisions 
of the Consembly were narrow-sighted and ill-conceived 
and reflecting one party's ideology that solely 
comprised the Gonsembly. He added that these 
pronocutive decisions had caused deept resentment, 
throughout and particularly in the Jammu province. °? 


While condemning such decisions, the Praja Parishad 


2» 
( pointed out that the people of Jammu be made to 
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cuts 
ery for self-determination and that the will of the 
Kashmir valley people could not be forced on the 
people living outside it. 3h 4 campaign was then 
started throughout Jammu province to get 5 lacs of 
Signatures in support of the Memorandum to the President 


35 
of India, ®t 


Officially, a deputation™ of Kashmiri leaders 
was summoned in Delhi on 12-6-1952°° and held a 
series err ei Sheikh Mohd Abdullah also joined 
tft 
them ce 1952,97 All this resulted in Delhi 
Agreement, 1952,98 The Praja Parishad was of the 
view that Agreement was another surrender at the alter 


of communal instransigence and separation of Sheikh 


Mohd. Abdullah "A Fraud on India people and an 
Attack on Indian Constitution.9? Pt, Prem Nath 
Dogra declared that Praja Parishad would launch a 
Satyagarch if the Agreement was enforcea!t#0 


The Parishad movement caused an adverse 


reaction in Doda District of Jammu also. A section 


of its inhabitants led by Goni being much agitated,*l 
(mi lu SOF aii ee 42 
emphasised that Xf they had peculiar local problems 


and historically, geographically, 43 culturaliy4*4 were ‘ 


quite different from their neighbouring unit, they 
could not in any way be attached with the cultural 
Unit of Jammu,^? While stressing that it must be 

given the status of a separate cultural uni t, “© like 
Jammu and Ladakh, they demanded the state to be 
divided into as many as five cultural units oe. - 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


P 


27 a 


Kashmir, Jammu, Poonch, Rajouri, Ladakh and Doda “7 


in the future constitutional setup of J&K State., Bach 
such unit , legally, having equal status enjoy autonomy 


a 


in the conduct of their internal affairs including 


maintenanee of Law and order witnin their own limits. S 


The regional tension is also supposed to 


have provoked prominent Kashmiri leader Mr.G.M.Karra 
to from the first secessionist party, Political 


Conference, in Kashmir after 1947, 


Tne State Government lost no time im implementing 
those provisions of the agreement which aimed at 
autonomy. Monarchy was abolished,” and Yuvaraj Karan 
Singh was elected as gadar-e-Riyast. 2 Sheikh Abdullah 
was accused of ignoring those sections which confirmed 
Kashmir's ties with India?l and provided constitutional 
safeguard for Jammu and Ladakh as agreed by hime 
Meanwhile differences spread in nis Cabinet and the 
working committee in regard to the interpretation and 
implementation of the Delhi Agreement, $2 But Sheikh 
Abdullah pointed out that neither he nor the smallest 
worker of the National os had said one word 


E. 
in violation of the Delhi Ad. B 


The Praja Parishad adopted the eight point 


programme for Eaa the details of which were 


settled by Pt. P.N.Dogra and Dr. S.P,Mukherji at 


Jallandhar during Punjab Jana Sangh session on Nov. 


8, 1952, On November 21, RKakx Pt, P.N. Dogra and 4 


a ene hs 
Sham Lal were arrested and the agitation started,9 4 = _ 
¥ = - 
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pulled down and” every Visible, sign of welcome. rendved. d 


For, this, ihe Janma région had is eee ‘the consequences” 


ER en ee ms 


Ji 


sna "m —! ir eRe ee RS pir te 


E Karan’ Sing gh ‘should not have accepted the pos of 


Sadareiehiyasat. oftersé=to him. by Sheikhi Abaullaté whieh 


he knew how puniliats ng ly his SOS. Maharaja o singh, | 
was forced to PUES e When the people of eum came to 
know. of Karan Singh’ s visit, they boycotted his reception, 


The boycott, LET: total, fewtoons were destroyed, ` ‘arches - 
in the form üf reéprenkion? 


The Parished's | President Pt. Prem Math Dogra along 


with other political céhleazues vas arrested, His arrest. 


waa, in fact, the start of the agitation in Jammy, The 


agitators demanded one President, one flag and ore. Consti- 
tution. Following the arrest of Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, some 
Perishad leaders visited New Delhi where they conferred 
with the interested quarters. These leaders educated 


public opinion “in India about the happenings in Jammu. 


While the Parishad leaders were outside the Belen Ed 


a®ass Satyagraha was launohed with the following demandst- 


a) To settle the issue of accession once for all 
without further leaving it to uncertain future; 


b) To make it certain as to when the Pak-held 
Kashmir was. liberated. 


¢) To clearly end categorically set the consti vu- 
. tional relationship between the State and the 
Centre with a view to ensure the oneness of 
. “India &t-all coats: and, as such, the righta of * 
“sitizenship, jurisdiction of S Supreme Court end 
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vitem oes 


iui rer ne i 


inge] 
of the functions of High Court, power of the 
President, National Planning and financial IN 


integration are given a final shape in this 
relationship; and 


4} to investizate by appointing -an impartial 

20 — WE l commission the grievances of the peorle of 
Jammu regarding. their economic advancement, 
employment, rehabilitation, division of 

. border Aiatricta on: conmunet linea, X 


aoe Po ean 


—— Gic M 
(The decision of ‘the: ‘State Governuees t regarding the 


eholition o of the nonarehy, Jand to tillers, Naya’ Keahmir, 
"enit Kashmir movement had. caused frustrátion and it. waa 

wided by a sense of deprivation during 1951 electiona of 
. the State fonetiuipat Aspembly, ord ti clang it as n fraud 


Ee one sided traffic)’ This n made thenfoppose Article 370. 


“frustration vas replete. ‘dnd in RXS to express their i 
. grievance VERE started the ‘politics of protest, T 3 cn 
* Was organised on the. issues that Abdullah minimised the 

^ -State in the name of segularism; that there wan STi ta- 
rienism 4n the name 0f. áemocracys; that civil Rabe tion 

had been crushed; that efforts were being made for carving 


elni was a betrayat and that 


into such a direction as would 


e independent Kashmir; that D 
situation was developing 
“elevate. the State to: the status of a sovereign St ates 


with its independence Guaranteed by the People! s china 
Se 
end the USSR, besides India and PAE E 
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an sd ch o demand for its. total abrogation, "The amma Hindu, 


i LIU he i : 
PSS Pana ERR mre 1 — Anm 


Ee a Tay Urdu cenput sory subject for all; dintribus 
i tion of key posts anong Muslims and sacrificing the interests 
3 = ef nonc uires Thus Sheikh Abdullah was. charged with 
: d snti-national tendencies, taking away Kashmir from India. 
iven one of his Cabinet Ministers Shamlal Saraf was encoura- 
A ged to oppose Sheikh Abdullah for his making highly inflen- 
x E able public speeches and for authoritarían attitude *n the n 


Usbinet. He resigned from the Cabinet saying that "I hold 


By post as a trust from the people, especially the minority 


is communities to which i happen to belong, end Sy becomes iy 


S $9. ern 


duty not to betray this trust at a 'moment of erisih 


A 


ibus by December 19528 "he. "whole of Jammu province wag 

"ablaze. The agitation had assumed inte formidable diners 
HE. g 

-, sions. The ‘agitators were eni with arres ies and punishments., S 


à 


ahs 


the Praja Parishad had: full moral and. material sympathy 
fioi. the Hindus all over the coun try. thad anflin chi ng 
support of national parties like Jana sangh, Communist _ 
get Houck J Hu osa Malin Saleh ete 
Party of İndia, Ram ajya Sabhe eidi theAkeliJaly The 


leaders of these parties even courted arrests in sttoport 


of the Parishad Án Protest in Jammu. It was during these 


LI [e] 

7 IET days Bee Sus A dius rice was IRS O by: his Jane Sengh 

i ‘party either to seeking redress of the grievances of net 
UBER Jammu people. or tb ‘Launch n E novenent in india 


án compar of the og Dees TG ans 


E Ua Aia E P t fos 4 
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"atis. 
Ihe OTERO serious proportions and its 

also 
reprecussions were; felt outside the state also. "Anti- 
Kashmiri feelings in Jammu developed anti-Muslim 
overtones, while anti-Jammu reactions in the valley 
tended to become anti-Hindu and hostile to rest of 
7 

the country, S Finally the three parties of India Jana 
Sangh, Ram Rajaya Parishad and Hindu Maha Sabha"mezgéd 

hwo 
together ina Bidto organise the movement in Delhi 
proper, 79 Dr.S.P.Mükherji entered into a long 
corréspondence™ with Pt. Nehru and Sheikh Abdullah 

2- 

but nothing susbstantial came out. At later stage 


Dr. Mukherji even went to the extent of accepting 


Delhi-Agreement to with draw the agitation provided 
ali Praja Parishad workers were released and its 
leaders were invited to à Conference, But the offer 
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[T ism : a 
Ne 3 di WE eqq ug vrovume "p iig gres T: vpn aps " PR. ipit if sa 


s Pr. S.P. Muker jee, approached the iringi Minister of. India, 


Mee 
we terna. Sx De aa D» ag haie masa 
eti Matsakis 
t 


ELLE ua Nehru as Well as the Prime Handster ot Kashmir 


d Seti Mohammad bdul leh. He had a long course of Adecuasion, 
at correspondence with. thea. Lyen he attended a Conference 
= at Jana whileythe: Satyagrak was on. in-spite of the rebre- 
taion exercised by the. authorities, no possible way out eowid’ 
"ww found out to bury the hat-chat, > Finally, Dr. uker jee | 


affered a 40-point formule for the withdrawal of the agita- 
$ 63, hs d 


tion. These points were : 


‘The movement is withdrawn; 
2j order for the release of prisoners is given and 


there will be no victimisation; 


3) You E Sheikh Abdullah call a Conference eose 
where all political and constitutional matterr 
are discussed with an open minds 


iy) Both parties reiterate that the unity of the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir will be maintained 
and that the principle of autonomy will apply 
to the Province of Jammu as a whole, and of ` 
course also to Ladakh and nashmir Valley; 


5) The new Constitution to come inta force as 
soon as possible and elections to take place 
with, say, 31x months; 

6) Question of flag is to be. erauitieduandinduen 
flag skould be in use every Gay just as i$ 


. done in ali other parts of India; 


-7) Implementation : of the July agr greenent. wi1l ba 

| made at the next. .sesaion of Jammu end Kashmir: 
Constituent Assembly - ae an respect; of. funde> . 
mental rights, citizenship, Supreme Court, B 
President's powers, financial integration in 
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AG i saprovisadns of Indian ID 
Constitution: will dpuly.  Pxceptions, however, i 
“may “be made with regard &o conditions for the 
acquisition of landj 


js The terms of reference of the Commission of 
Enquiry Will be widened and all grievances Í 
vill be examined by" its. 


Justice, Accountant General, Chief Conservator 
of Forests and Revenue Commissioner ... They 
can hardly inspire confidence, The commission 
should be reconstituted with 2 &/nodres from 
india ang the Chief, Justice of Jamon and 


nashmir...; and 


AO) Regarding finality of accession and other poli- 
tical matters the Conference will cónsider 

these points from every aspect and agreement: 
sought to be reached. which: wll be to the best 
“ae interests of india inouding Jannu and Kashar. 


/ 

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru ‘aid not respond to Mulendetul 5 
offer to withdraw the agitation. Thereupon, meanwhile 

. the agitation was growing in its intensity. "Volunteers 
from the Hast Punjab and Delhi OCA into Jammu and. 
‘courted arrests as locals Wei. S.F. hukerjee, founder 
President of All India bane Sangh who crossed the 
hadhupora Bridge on May 8, 1955 in defiance of a ban 

was arrested and placed under house arrest in Srinagar" 
Since Dr. Mukerjee wanted to fight his case in the supreme 
‘Court, the State Government did not allow him to do so, 


arguing that his arrest was ünder the Public Safety ^ot. 
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. The Commission now ineludes 4 persons,. Chief om 


e 


atm m ma emet ed Mele mr rm Án 


ia e. HUN Poss Hase: di ut tremendously acded fuel to 777 


the fire. | The agitation took such a serious turn that it 


almost paralysed the entire State apparatus. Almost * £08 


^ Nee t o Au 
D every part of Jammu magion, from city toCSutwins) Was 


e 


vibrant with mass upsurge.  Cnamb, Ranbir, Singh "ora, 
Surdlerbani, Jamba, Akhnoor dU lene kishtwar, lMíranagar, 
sinampur, Basohli, Reasi, etc. were places where people: 
vere killed and injured by firing. Lathi-charges on 


á€ 
proces sions had. KRADE muh UDA TRAP] RRASA "mm 2. uk Pare 


: ON 
A chap” of multiple reactions had suus © | 

Sheikh's attitude towards Jammu: The agitation of the 

Praja Parishad, the role of its sympathetic organisations 

in India, its reactions in the valley and their f 

counter-reactions in India, the planned process of 


percipitating a conflict between "Kashmir Nationalism" 


and "Dogra Nationalism" and Ladakh and Doda's demand 


for the internal autonomy had created conditions 


favourable for the disintegration of the state and 
disruption of the unity of its people, Moreover, the 
relations petween the two Governments (Government of 
India and the Government of J&K ) and opposition 


groups in the state further deteriorated. Sheikh 
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Abdullah was prepared to make Some concessions to the 
Separatists in Jammu and Ladakh. The Basic Principle 
Committee of the Constituent Assembiy was thus instructed 
to study tne idea of extending autonomy to each province 
‘of the state. The State C.A» was therefore, busy in 


drafting tne constitution on a fully Democratic basis, 


The broad outlines had beon drawn up and 
discussed at length by the working committee of 
National Conference in 2nd week of May 1963, 8 The 
committee asserted again that the relationship of the 
State with Indian Union would be based on tne instrument 
of Accession of 1947, Art. 370 and Indo-Kashmir 
Agreement of 1952, It was further proposed that the 
State would be divided into five units on cultural and 
linguistic line, each unit enjoying certain measures 


68 
of autonomy strictly reiating to internal administratioR? 


According to one version .... the scheme of 
regional autonomy was on the following lines-"Three 
provinces, namely Kashmir, Jammu and Poonch-&a jouri 
were to have each as executive head a Council of 
Ministers responsible to the Provincial Legislatures, 

. As far as Ladakh and Gilgit matters, they were proposed 
to be administered by Regional Councils. Authority 
might be given under the State Constitution to the 
State legislatures to increase or decrease the area 


of these autonomous units or establish new e? 


Broadcasting from kadio Kasmir, Srinagar on 
April 17th, 1953, the State Prime Minister, Sheikh 
aa 
Mohd Aodullah sáiaf ."we have decided to 
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oe 


e 10 « 


to the different cultural units of the state as will 
be provided in the Constitution that is being drawn up, 
This will remove all the fears of domination of one 
unit over the other and will make for the voluntary 


qui 
union of the people of the state, T 


NEUE 
Joseph Kar bel defined ^ the cultural units as 


"The valley, Jammu, Gilgit, Ladakh and region consisting 
of the districts of Mirpur, Rajouri, Poonch and 


Muzzafrabad", 


The idea seemed to be that a measure of 
autonomy in their internal affairs, would remove the 
fears of each of these units and would provide a 
moral natural and concommunal impetus for a sense of 


belonging and political participation, Such a sense 


of belonging alone could effectively counter the 
appeal for secession in the valley or of communalism 
in Jammu - "only this can ensure their unity and 
contribute to the development of a sentiment of 
genunine Indian Nationhood in this vital part of 


13 
the countrys 


We, thus, find that certain forces within and 


outside the state interacted and caused some sort of 
WV - polarisation among the various stand-points. The 
a ( Jammu interactionists were never completely reconciled 
to the State's accession to India in the three subjects 
along the special status of Kashmir under article 
370 of the Constitution of India, the Delhi Agreement 


of 1952 and even the proposal to give autonomy to the 
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different cultural units of the state were unacceptable 

to the Praja Parishad, Their search for security 

induced them to agitate for a highly unified Constitution 
with one Constitution, one President and one Flag 

for the whole of the country. The formation of the 
separate Consembly for the state, its own Sadar-i- 
Riyasat as the head, a separate emblem and a separate 

flag were, therefore, counter to their concept of 


a strong centre, 


The stands of even the national level parties 
happened to be confused and contributed to uncertainty 
about the sahpe of things to comes All this created a 


sharp reaction and uncertainty in Kashmir, 


Pakistan, on the other hand, while taking 
advantage of this new situation tried to misinterpret 
the then emerging public opinion on Kashmir as 
chauvinstic and to exploit the parochial sentiments 
of the Dogra Nationalism as well as the religious 

i feelings of the Kashmiris. This was intended to 

: e intensify their sense of insecurity and to create 

| doubts in their minds as to whether India would stay 
secularist after Nehruks death, 


All this created political instability, 
suspense, uncertainty and economic stress, There was 
also on apprehension that the Kashmiri leaders might 
get alienated from the popular support in the valley 


ae wy 


and therefore they star ved more assertive attitude. 


i 
xum 
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Under these compelling circumstances Working 
Committee of the National Conference appointed 8 
members committee, in May 195, $$ to explore avenues 
of an honourable settlement of the accession ero 
The Sub-committee, at its final session, held on 9th 
June 1953 adopted the following proposals as possible 
alternatives for an honourable and peaceful solution 


75 
of the Kashmir dispute between India dnd Pakistan, 9 


a) Overall plebiscite with conditions as 
detailed in the minutes of the meeting 


dated 4.6.53.” 


b) Independence of the whole state with 
joint Indo-Pak control of foreign 
affairs and defence, 


c) Dixon plan with independence for the 
plebiscite area; 


= Then followed a period of studied inactivity 
and delibrate side-tracking of the main issue comple ting 
2 
the consti UA 6s 


Meanwhile by the sudden death of Dr. S.P. 
Mukherji, the President of the  Akhil Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh and the leader of the opposition in the Indian 
Parliament, on 28rd June, 1953, in detention at 
Srinagar,the whole of North India was plunged in 
profound grief and submerged by a kind of anti-Nehru 


and Anti-Abdullah wave, Praja Parishad refused to 
77 
pelieve that death occured in natural oir gunt iones 


susce a similarity of views 3 strategies ith j 


a- 
regard to the politics of Government in pre-indepe 
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10 in house-errest, 


"sed the State Eovennnent. to find out some solution, 


Dg j T 9 n 
H ter ‘ . " 
^ 

4 


Shri Se. Po Hukerjee, an old man, suffer 
0 ing from several ailments passed away on June 25, 19557) 
His death: in detention|trourht forth much wrath upon the 
„Sheikh from tiie Chief Minister of west Bengal Dral. Ye Roy 


E telegraphi. Ally deinanded the reasons of Kis geou 


(while. under: house-arrest,' AS a mark of respect to the, , 


j'asparted EUIS Pt. Prem Nath Dogra called off the: agitation 
for thirteen days to express grief and sorrow, announcing 
that there would be no meetings and processions during ^ 
these 15 days. The postponement of agitation at the same 


tine gave a breathing tine both to the Government of. India. 


, Before his ` beatae: and: the postponement ‘of "the agitation 


after Dr: Muker jee! 5 danthy ‘Pandit Nehru had. vehenéntly 


: RE ME 
ctiticised the’ Fade. Parishad Agitation, sayingi- 


"According to my “thinking the agitation of 
- Praja’ Parishad in Jammu ie not. only communal 
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ryt 
20 
tovervitan " Irmpew pere rog mies remit, cures ques yes oisi 


Bree gen l1 — 
i. dt. in. m LI shout and aarroy d M 
_ minded "elements in Tita. [have not 8 0 = uu c 
shadow of doubt that! or "the narrow app- — l TO E 
. roach was adópted. ineur. country as à | Me i 
whole, it would -bring disaster in its. ES 
H train not only for the Janmu and Kashmir 
State but also to the larger interests 
of India. Behaving this as I do, the’ 
only course that I can follow is to resist 


e eaoin PILLS 


this utterly misconceived agitation. That 
is our Government's opinion and they 
propose to adhere to it and pursue that 
policy." 


But after the death of Mukerjee there abruptly 


occurred a change in the attitude of the Congress Govern- 


E 


nent headed by Pt. kehru. Many leaders including Pt.Prem 
Nath Dogra were released. ‘For the first time Pt. Nehru 

realized that large number of people ín Janmu nad suffered 
and that "whatever our countrymen cune Gore we share,to some 


ou ` 
extent, that suffering."? In an appeal Pt. Nehru advised 


x the Praja Pirishad to end. thé conflict and return to the 
€ «c ole x 
LM normal ways: "nf peaceful: cod cooperative poli tics,” gish 


Medie ete -— CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, dem. Diit by erango 


ee A 2 Te. ned e uS 


Doni ahad, agitation 
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"Dr, Mukherji was a friend of mine and I 
had a great regard for him, Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohd held the portofilio of Home Affairs 
and Shyam Lal Saraf the portofólio of 
Health and Jails .... I could establish 
contact with Dr, Mukherji only through them. 
I did not even get authentic reports 

about his health from these people and I 
received the news of his death quite 
unexpectedly one morning", The rumblings 
of similar reactions were also. are in 


the Frontier District of Ladakh, 72 
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, 
the death of Or, Muker jee, the Praja Parishad egitevion 


also died away on July 7, 1953, the party officinis runoun- 
ced that the agitation was called off with the hope that 
the grievances of the DAELE of Jammu would be.redresged 
and their demands met. No sooner did the Praja Parishad 
make the announcement than the State Government relessed 


eO in the 
all persons and detenues of all parties » SeVORet T zi 


agitation. 
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Bvents thereafter followed each other in 63) 
Such rapid succession that one often missed the 


link between them, 


Simultaneously there wero inflammatory reports 
that Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah was thinking to declare 


Kashmir as Independent, the idea of which was said 
to be aa by American statesmen, Mr. and Mrs, 

7 93 
Hender son** Stevenson, during his visit to Kashmir 


in May 1953, reportedly promised American support 


25 bi 
to the move, t% Such reports again threatened to 
disintegerate J&K and to make it a pawn in international 
power ET Ord However, Sheikh Abdullah pointed out 
that the charge of planning to declare Kashmir 
independent was completely paseves #76 Moreover, 
when Sadiq Ali and Madhi Limaye during their visit 
to the state in 1954, “asked the leading spokesmen 
of the party (National Conference) and the Government, 
whether they had any documents in théir possession 
which proved that Sheikh was in secret collaboration 
with Americans for carving out an independent Kashmir 


valley, they all denied that they had any such 


8€ 
documentary proofs," 76 no tragedy was that 
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Sheikh Abdullah was misunderstood and his urge for 
maximum autonomy for the state was just taken for 
independence, 


An open rift in the camp of National 
Conference suddenly developed. In a cabinet of five 
members only Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg continued to 
support Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah who decided to call 
a meeting of the Wxorking Committee and General 
Council of the National Conference on 24th August 
and 26th August, 1953 respectively to endorse nis 
new line and desired to make public his latest stand 


3 73g. 
on 21st August, 1953 The Idd Day. 


The scene was now complicated enough to 
climax the tragic drama of Kashmir, On August 7th, 
1953, three members of the cabinet led by Bakshi, 
accused Abdullah in a memorandum, sent to Sadar- 
Riyasat, of making arbitrary decisions, of being 
responsible for deterioration in the administration, 
nepotism,inefficiency and wanton wastage of public 
resources and alleged that the cabinet had lost the 
eonfidence of the pooplo, P snes Abdullah was p^ 
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its adverse effect on the mind of nashmiris, teading to 


| the erigis of 1953, It almost alienated Kashmiris.from 


mainstream of Indian nationalism. One of the allegations 


levelled against the Government was that Sheikh Acdullah's 
administration vias discriminatory in character .—t:;,y ual Coe 
ponini stna tive set uo headed by ane a E Was an 
anathema for ihe Hindusi and as such his p WAB- strong 


ame 


, desired O cc 0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, ede, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


: i Basan. z ites w Cenek rely ape 3. OL op ! OS put "wat » 


aspel | su A pcd chA A- mot outy- 
uc The dismissal Jof Sheikh Abdullah/Zave a sigh of relief 
M alse 


2 
the Praja Parishad.. | Hindus of Jamuu|felt a psychoe 


TOU 
Merica] satisfaction.in that jt was, Eakas the only suocess= 


ful result of uo agitation, (Pt. S CLR Nehru grew 
porptoious about Sheikh. Abdullah's way of doing things. 
f For, him, the Sheikh had; tarnished his publio 1ife, JP But At me seid hae 
the Parishad agitati on and the role played by the ‘Centrale 
dévernment in. general end Pt. Nehru in particular had tts 
dark side. Et no. only Caused political frustration in 
sheikh: Abdullah and made him suspicious about the socalled 
Indian secularism but 4t also served "the cause—of iach 
Pandits by alienat& the] din delorkty pert of Jammu a on 
and d them closer to their co-religionists across 


^ the Pir Pannal $? { ! 
dis bo GE y 
"was simply a e) 
An AA v 
e de mands it bad voiced EEE the-coufse-o£-ngltetton- 


meie 


la ‘The Praja, Parishad ce 


CC:0. Nanaji Deshmukh Us BJP, Jammu. Digitized by EGG 


Inabot Te praja Pas Seco movenud Sh IG GA Sa du Seas A 
a pre Eur eb We pejte e Jomma tyan Site shawl Ieehhanre 
esser. Ke clo manels of Axel wécendl oleo UD emus f A 
asgilahen semani almot wlsuskad, qu, uo Rel, Cole! wot 
he blkd degraded Gil WO yes Win. ALE 370 of it Scola Gt baler 
| | er Seo "Ceele yal un e o espe le ol Oust Una Aa Corki muel AS wy 
^ [nex ade kius moet we UR ATO tue da logovi aback 
eano Arenson esa GAN ottexten by Aaro fax tific pets Ta ' 
faz. velo . Jn fo eo iind Demuth NACER S 


incheck We pisa 


Tet. iem pec cam leu b ON TM | SABER A. C SPR A R-BI 7 Re ee ee "TIS WI 
abi 
"Aem ss 
Ob 2 


Te. [ees reve esa wa Wik Jesper 4 Jammu AL 


M Ou of m os Lex. A 
: iy. & wet oun 
eve Veut b ud [secca daa d biuhtod wh He uen Hm 


Tees Le JG but aly [o Ho Aka el ati peel ) CU eau 


Conv Leu D 


TA 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


iN ru 15 » 5 
"t 


: State of! Jammu .and cosine 


| emesined atiokt untouched, ` 


kaiene” t 


amà not be- totally integrated 


C^ 


and it $0 JP indoys she 


spécial status under Article “370 of the Indian Constitution 


wich, still exists in spite of the Praja Parishad’ a (SJ) aima 


. 


LI abrogate the. BAM» 


The question of plebiscite ant aven. 


iu socession is. raised ‘from time to tine. The agitation, Bx 


4 


aet, left the people of Jammu w 
EVI 


— to their frustration 
to tine. ^ Several agi itations were 


th Miser ti on and ta iP 


‘The people of Jammu burst into 


witation from time 


‘witnessed in Jammu after 495 3 and the agitation of 1978-79 


sut regional imbalances had once again put. the State on 


iitical convulsioh. Lt 
— 


* 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library; BJP; Jammu: Digitized by eGangotri — 


X 


b d be pus vis Ten ipn piei payrar iii P TE tates Rives —— TL catena 


* 


p 


Kefe lerce 


LC abe bac vej FHA VOI Wie a= = My Vr TE NOTE ae 


TE sey gy a ele WOW x S57 
E il Ul. Mires: Jammu A Glite 1 


no 


^ wn dl N tes} TI Yes 
And, Model Town Delhi «p. 1568 
WM Ri iS Ma 


Bat ` mi 
BDI CSI varig: The Ja: Sr 
J " dois ae cnra zuneh U ivere 4 2 
einen, University of 
renesyivania Press Philase 
b n ~ Od in.l4acepnia 1969, Je tois 
iccordingz to Craig Baxte aE 
Å SENS VO sraig Baxter, "The Praja Pariíshs 
a 5 e 
Was TOun 3 ae ny rey. 3047 j 
wa EN OW CULO FORUM in Jeuwmu C ad dik 3 fi 
£ IKS 
cana Sane) G6 nite SM LESEN 
A LS ee Jit De Ponte hase, The DAESSID 
Dy loe S í 
nee UC ia VAS i 3 ANC oh > E ; 
ident 3 HaT and the Gen,Ssety. was 


y 51 "1 D num oc x ` T ue 
Do ya de your Aes dessus ce NA 
lS i 2 Lala loop Ghynd 
whe - & S » À p 
i wid was SG in Iig, The Parishad 


oc MC | brow qe 


J le eere Poci- A (a a E bte TY) 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


3 
7 


F2" 


\ 
ZG 
began an agitation against the Government f 
headed x Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah which was 
withdrawa when Abdullah agreed to release Nanda, 


Nanda cape hate: the Presidency and withdrew 


from Political Activity, His suceesson as 


Was P5. Prsm Nath D ogas. 


E Jagmu Rejocts A separate Gonstitution for 
' Stute, A pamphlet published by the All Jak 
zaja Parishad, year unknown, 
Q . Deva 
JA IDE í 
5, Prograsue - A pamphlet, published by the fll SK 
Praja Parishad Jammu, year unknown pl, 
Ge beendayal. Upadhaya, Presidential Address, 
CAL ieutu, Decenuwr , 1967, 
x Su 
F- p Eni NE | eA, 72. (YE, 
bee ustan Times, Oth May, 1951, 


F. A Statesment issued by Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, at 
ss coniorence held in New Delhi on Sh 


Yar Jis Toa dao Dunt anA yn y 3 c Sane 
Dats 19902, TON aja Parishad Piles, 22094 vargi 


Gi) praja Parishad stand explained-A Banpalet 


i R A f. pp H 
issucd by Durga Dass Verma, Consral Secretar; 
Wide) Gulag Ves Prana Were letsiy Jammu year Vukro, 
`y Poe 5-14, 


(i11) A plea tc unterstand Poajn Parishad = a 
Penphlet  issuod by publicity secretary, Dns 
Ai dak Praja Parishad, pas. 


G- a statement issued by Pt, Prem Nath Pogra = to 
the press 2t Delni on 6th October, 1951, mentio 
the edoottoo of the foilowing irrepgularitiess f 

i 


b T3NOt Golding pon in tne provinces of 
a Kase cna Jamie simultaneously. 2. IDE 


barimitations 3.No general seat in 
itucncies; &,0uX of the wey pec 


;eneral Secreztary of All J&K Praja Parishad 
in 8 letter to State Election Coumissioner 


dated 5t 


1 October 1921 made similar complalsts 
pp. Files, Jammu office. 


tp. kesolutica adopted by working Commitves cf all 


Qt V 
A DONYA npichan Anke C Gur Qant JAAT 
J&& Praja Parishad dated Gand Sept, dor, 
A 1 > r ` 4 ep = 
Jana 5 n, Files, Jauun Office, 


t K A 
[3 A telegram to Prime Minister of India - dt. 


Oth Oct. 1951. Jana Sangh files, Head office 


T AT Fa 4 dean cs n EIR EP Y^ TAS 
12» Madholgj Balraj:iKastair Centre of New Alignment: 


Pavkasnan New Delhi - 1963,p.c4, 


i H: Tho Jussu Disturbances, Feb, 19052, tiinlsisy 
: ion and Proadeasting J&K, year 


Urano WIA > De ata 


|5 fra penel iae TO Su Heec ch (s wA 


pen Boguiry publicity L2?0iti, 


r 
aja Parishad, year unknowa, 


[Dos 


+? 


14 ^ ge. TA Cav. 44 i[—2-— IGS 2 Do 


I8» The press note Issued by J&A Covi. om 9.2,19952 


ei i) The Resolution of the working Committee of 
j he Akhsl Bharatiya Hindu Maha Sabha of tts; 


e 


Ong March 1952, 11) Shri Sbiboan Lal Sexenals 
speech ir parliament on March a Se 

o. ItaL Fine "loc Tass Jt bct Apel (75 2— : 

p Be. The Ip iO Su eptir aoe 

da C-A. d sv Ke acu pp 3-4 


Ur A 3. 0 


(32 
cU. 


* 


N 
-18- i 
21. 969 "m 
-JI ps H ema as SUAE TUI. (C xo Pace * s 
E by på- p fem weti Dope Fill gex (52. 
5 Ns Vig N : 
ža- RAUM E 
R9. Speech of Sh, N.C. Chatterjee M.Z. in 
: the House OL Pe eople, at. 2).5 Je 052, 


X 


«OD 7 Nelli tests dil Pee 7-4—1950-9.29047 
«0. CoA beb; To ky mate pete De co 


- S 2 __ 0.4. Deb, Weis tH dU. 186671] 959, 


19 A stutoment issued by Pb, PNPS ee president 
of ali JéeX Praja Parishad at. 12.8, 1952, 

25. Jagun rejects a separate constitution for 

: tne Jex state, Praja Paris had Jammu year 


c 


unknown, priée 


is y y ur 
: ; Haticns and Kashmir,ps» =. 


Agreement 


ie 29. The Organiser (weakly) Vol.¥Z, koeli, Ata 
27 Velcon, 195% 
dy, Genk, Avdul Ghants Doda pieces pamphlet, be i 
Doda, dt, 21 July 3959. - j 3 


19 
æ | S B ed y . 
E 

p 4 


pe 
ae 2, LAU 
| E xe sb emere AL ig Gh. 21 Augus. bare 


D 
x 


gistory of Kashmir, metropolitan 


RS. Pe N, Baubzais his io 
Ltd. ist Záucatlon 1962, 


glock Company Pyt. 
Doce 


Well - A Political weekly edited by Manoronjen 
E i2 "o5 : 


elni Vol. V, Nae. 5 


v 


= Gan tides ea! 9. ; 
2c s 


Speier Yol. 7 Lo XI di ead Sept 1969 


Port Election + Politics of Jammu & Kashar = 
a half turn panp eee Author and publisher $ 
Press 


unknown but printed & asroxa deti 


ghapedd OhoVk,; Tammu, four ied Z5 
gi vanh Sangh Head Office Janus 


The 4 emm & Ke AI! T 


Jyoti Bhushan Dass 
203. 


us “ya jnort the Hague 1998,p. 
Kashmir {MLAS a 8 bimonthly 491.9 Nowe 
Jan. -EE bu y 1960 ,p. 41. 


AWAZ (weekly) Jamiu, July 1974, p. T572. 


24. «spool, Joseph: Danger in Kasnaiy y 
Vniversity Press 1963, p.34. E 
uA M. rU x crt 2-5 - 145% 42-3 ; E 


on 


ne Arol 


ài De Aud Gy haw 5 Decl paeet a Pew pet CAEN: Th 
W qas janes 


Gr. Soria. 

hs : Shor’ of 

Wd. S5bicf 

GD Jy of Pao 

OA pn 

4, RIMIS D- 

UR Iesel pN 

KG CA. tet vel TY. wo a DMO 1452 P23 


577 : 7 +f AS b yes 
S u ihe ILL elut kiwi Sheu ds [A B ISTA Mov 


v 
(Seon : " 
SI Bem Bombyx, p> Rare 
Me bo pe 2s As u [M l Compr : 
rg! aas rie ETT 
"Meu Wi el 
ct ME ^s UM Foi ES pee 
2 P (Brot tos Vil VT ate ar 
D DEW 


JL 22 Sele NETA 


965. Seta t > Mebel ya £ ee) INC uc fess Vp Ft. 76 JE eo Ftv, 


Tom Ai. | oped- prea vel. 7 1208. 
à Potes Move vaa a Arnel D QW) CE. RE (C 
Coll x a JJ 6 Ct mm X- DONT TE 
FR Jbl t 


O RS 
DE 5b po 2 
59 Juel 


Go port. See Any 


pets e Sf erm qe - 4 
i Pros ht. (uuo us Pp n ce x ^W YU - 
Gru fale , Jyek f, 


Au i ioe 
Poor RM Chet E 
; DE PH Afbasa A bi men hy, M 
J^", Asifa PAGE Move pawl] 

; Cos o 
E 54-3644 P 2.24. 
Rm es. po E foi 

E ET EA LM j 


Maite Pot " Rd G se 


b Jeman ele d 


a5. Mu Slalom or oll? amd july 1452- 
3b. Delle EAR ap ATA yoy S a 


By wb * 
n 
jehelkheAisdullah- Sadiq correspondence, alea ^w 
Oct. 1956 Mridvia Garabhl 81/48 Ghanekyapucl, / 
a | 
ow Delni (year eh n venti oned). — a | 
32. bed , Du d ws ke ¢ 
Late a? A weed a8 ve) AIbi far kN 
: : p223 
D C FOr 
sg. Ned Abelnllah paci- An unhe o6 gaztai 
TA, : j mos pp2-3 
> 1 Dl. oc oun Sod (Wweiluly) CAT Wel e i sd Y agis t 
= Geer do. pr your so? C i) 7A ext. igs 
39. n Stabement Of shire s Verma ~ A 
Cener Secretary All Jak Jammu, 26-6 -19595 
BN Muuhok, \Balraj; ^ Story of Bungling in Kasimir ,. 
LONE Agh y Publ Leations e New Delhi, year not 
me tior à SERRE ES 
xt. Qundeva, X,D.: The mestament of Sheixü Abduls 
Palit & Piit Publishers, Delra Dim, 2974,pPe’ 
Be winner £ PN State Politics in India, ' sh ceto 
1963, pp. e90X22. 
\ 
RONG \ an BASIP 3 
© v ? 
aln ke 5» gubili- i a 
AR. Ti sis in Kis huir Explained, Lala &ookh. pu i / 
« uu j. Mx A T aT Aou cu igtL 
RR Srinagar, year unknown, Iintrocdes-v st 
f 


portions \ 
| Tad Testament of Sheik 
\ 


2 Sj. " E 
xh Abaullan, 


e ne) ae [o aes n 
z Soo ay, IS ASG pe y+ * ý bes 


4 


Fat 976 p. 10-1 5,9. 


rox Chronicle i g 
je o p Wer n z \ Q 4 eo beta tant i 
vaymas article "Hew lig ut on Sheixn Abedhiiaa s 
ES eric dB OSA C GS S eek 
3 AUS DA à 
srrest" pub is sned by. n, BP Serma Mohalla | 


Nar ayanian, . Janne 


M. a. AAJ 
Jyoti Prakashan, s 


Cant (A Sty of pole 
Tampu Axel Le o TM d, 
a Ka Bada) 


SUMA (^ d a bitin s Denes che wth buns 
dm Moli eu f ' Ya 


(4. Qj epost. TSA. 
1 ` L^ wy, C vi lu 
Loh t. seas A Slabi pe Ges Are Gro V Cu sc 


JR mu 7G leagh 


op-ed: pP- 195- 


Tt) & Kame A oss Cael) Jam ma Sy IGF 4 Pp 7S- 7g 
Ja as bel, jest » baa m kts 


| epe - p.231 _ P, 
Jo post ; e lo eim poets kn eg uL d) common p lec (tech) GP ca p- 2 


74- Shua kh A licia da - - Sa e ady Cet houden e e-&. C 


Wye. SERERE qoot d 
Tos Speck: 


2 7 Mea hele 2 Bala 4 A Cet fh uw bs Us [eee 


cenpDenwur JP S. 

Mo UA Tp Be Pelul oscar aael Domes ele 
` Cida 720 J e meme q4 (eas A Wee 
JE) DOE tbe. pg e 
Be TA Pore ; 
gi Ikiel 


2. Gundevia, YD: Me Postamt of Sikh Illi 


pok ancl pabl publiskot! pila a D um 
3 t474 PP dac 
Bd. u tue, Mixon ; s Gdr PA 


Ai. vigil ~ A penses i wat 


P 


öp- IE P 22.021 


Gy NT Ut 4 Alea. feb /$ 1992 


aS 
ae Kerhad, TE esc pho ME 
S Chere, i kask 


WD E SO ius ep- edt. m -237, 
21D: aes Tena | jas m 


Tonnes MSc. 


rae oe 


is 
A here | 


e Ar «E 


I» ; n (x ` . Hu pm 
ut Dellin FM nra, JIYS/ y ie npl, 19525) 26% 
7 27th Ma 


e h v > ue e 
TS Mwah Tat Ln 
[45 »-, IST Mey, Lvs 


B c 


Sb f T € hime CUNT M=}; RSET 


XT = iu Ser S man eeu [bello ah 25-3-]922; I---| 92, Smd July [as 


ka — Inlan 9x ess. meu Dells’ | 1S4 79s E 


DIO em T] vest (i Inches ( veut TEMS) 23-6-(952, 


loth pagent Ics : 


5] - pel o ex uas 4. 2] [NM ew 1952, (8 Ia (aS 2, 


c SLorown Go t ecl d "VE YS 
! | me d (fe: d Act Noo We d» 2.2. el gu. [YS 2— 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri H di 


So c | wend Of meha ead. 


D à | 
y 3n d J & Ww & [coe vv ch A 


| son c At: CH cnt ) Jammu 
Feb. M6 op iedz 


i 
NS Teng, Kouhan Mihau; lethaus D) Se evel CY 


Buentel pudlsisrs PUll VIS P. 7 
Guy à E Ec 
MEMO Em IPS ta Ms nel mean ely of Imeli exu 
q Sa Fectasal TOR S 6 p. ect p 12:3- 


Jam, Aon aN 5 
¢ ` Pa tot Move vw ee 


Cs OTRO 


—— 


CUM. | Denio Oils 


m -J Come WA cag 


DE 
1 TR LATUM EE 


Ne Jlrs lile vec. ly a Sa od. w © Mov. 12-18, (qa 70 


D Ecu NENNE Don of poe. of Werle 


C ex 
Feb. lqz- 3 m 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized,by eGangotri 


AD. CA- beh, Vol T Neig} 24-3-1952 PPI-Y 
34. The Shake man 3 3g- i> i 
Se esta cua dijs Dao 1o a 

E he ToL pee Ney I a) es ar i nes 

29. SESS 
ae. Mem euh um Suh melted to hs pestud do * 

by pé plem qued Soja gh gate June (Oi 


i / 
29. Phas Incl cui Spes 4 een AT i | 
Se. Jau, A hJa à paotaat Maventels Ancol caus es alc Colbie d j 

Jam ayuu. 4- eee ; . i DIERE ie a 

p 4D. Thebes leash auc CUu vetet i999 p P 205 y | 

3]. c.A. bab. vol IE No} SL Fb- RS P-29 £z" 

22. C.A itl. wl IL Ne. Jb. Es e ee KS N [ 

3 3 Er i un a A HH j2.-6—I9S2— c. w^ Bg 
52,4 S Ka Ee mut Usutol ty pt Phew : ee ; 

34. Jammu poets o felasale Cr bh tduon , a 

36. Te Saison Lb nol Fly; [a5 2- EA 


3b. Dellu cs D} az Goa | 


; lord : s : 
DF. Skid ; y 4] fuo naheng Mal Lasha mudo ; 
»3. koad burl Te E 


A 

Pg melbu Abolutlad paced = fm Ula s. pie ree 
opt  pp2-2- 

he The ofan ook Ceol 


ip OVES Dellu vol T By «alid 1-23 oe 52. ; 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri TUE 


m 


Sheet No. 2 
Exodi ro vw ROME Le ma 


RO y sbel : po6 
81. 35e . 
82. Gam oleva J y: : Tk Fisk Paved ej SAC leh A bal An, D [ 


palit gy pict rubble Cf, debe 
Dim, 197 PPe u2-5 
3. Nimis, Myken edit e Les 39. 9o 
ois sep (46 B > PP 22. o7 272- 
4 d ( 
yolk No es S 


i ; ie : E i «— — 
& wget $ epoca Fr. bU, 5» Ped 
e nee bash In katkos eprert Py 297 


86. Cares On lass $* phones. lata Revie, NN 
Shun. J de e "wet door d, i | 
QF . (new el ewe » y.b: Th Testa meut ir 
opet p 46, | 

gg. Wal velt Me 52 Feb. 125 1452 P-9 


vas Rah 


nce "' Í 
7 ee | 


AAA ouo A 


29 F J amoy Anel pees (ene CUM Je N IČ le (Magaza) J^ 7k 7 
Fb Iq16 PPbjo-h. D.P Sorin or 


74 


VET Ls e) e cc Ja Ab olullah 3 


Qo Tomes Hy anche , freed : Apr lo) /9S3. 
pel P- 158. | 


Gl. Ps ir el uec d, Los ol. » Ted Na Aven & 3m bees nt” . 
o 


GOL © Jemma mal US eda od nore 3 ap- OON ep Na 
ze et. 5 $ [s eal Sika, us f i d 


ieda puel: elis nella I5 P7! 


e A Staol J P 
ME / $ lemmum AÅ Mave ratu Im We ols ep, 
Iyot PZaleas j 

6 an bragga baoli yee not sancta 


qor Teg ) iom khishou | 


1 


45. Juel: 

ab. pur, Poel dey ` TAL Ass b^ Ancl Taw gecly of dn vou, Fecktrall 
obet. P122 J - 

qu. Ta. PTS T x ^ov. 12-18 Jr de 


er ordinary white fullscape sheet, if necessary. 


Please continue anothi 
Qe: Beene mecs Antel petite cat weekly M Je / "T 4 


22. Us j M US F. ; i T 
a P53. quU A pe Grca( welel . Della yal E Ae 52 Feb 135/953 P é P 
mE 


Jam mi Al | 
pho ll Move Fae a Deme e 9 ad e Ya ul) Jute uM I zu AN 


ahe p-220 


5 4 OHN dl : 


; pot — S ko G dish pete le e d Je m mua Se [eash mk 3 J^ na Sangh 
ed eee yeso 


| ! Lc esee cade eL EO 
Ox] Sew, Ade: polak Nove med d ienennctt iss LM 


Jamna <j- ka Ala m BS i [5 u CU b- DS 2 
63. dav p. SEN Uer ee 


Zu Mc) 

6S Sra cl P- JIE 
(N Gb. Kadmir Apts -h bimonthly vola Mes Jan-Feb 1G bo p-q) | 
À Uu do pu alana S ton AE aa o ay lgs SE 1 
S| 468. decal " v E et 
S| 64. duome Awar (weekly) eae see iy eT | ] 

POs Shack c 


H+ kahak , Jesebd f Dandes Ie idl us OX l 
pivaealen Usaversely peus 1466 P-34 - 

pest Eden po bch es ej Jammu olere opeath, p= 

73. Gupita, Jp Pimrhow deus: Me Jammu And ke 


to Bee amen. Ama LE y CREE 
"74+ SA ex kh Abel Jal. - Sa diay Cotu eO en cà Ay -oct [o46 Msiclu da 
Saha ihe a 


espe oy 


YR 


he MPT AMN 


nyyd osy eneak 
ng Pofsors v 


y 
>) : JBij Chewalcyapure peub bellu Cyeas net mond 2.15 
~ f ud | —— 
MER zhi Darel i P. i 
I ZF ASHE nad 9 Shs pec Dasg ene de | eusi 4 "a 
$i or. AU Tae plaga pathol Jammu s$- é- 1953 
4 8: 


Jau, Arga: produt Mavenerdt med bersaike edhte m 
Tomma mel kalim ap tt : P5 


Library, BJP,- Jammu: Digitized-by-eGangotri-— ——— === 


po 
| 
"| 


CONSTITUTION, 


^- Kashnir stat 


ond Ladakh as 


Kashnir State 


" TM a M fA C 
Z KASHNIR!S SPECIAL STATUS V IS-A-VIS ARTICLE 310 Dr 


may be traced to the formation of J 


nu ,Kashnir 


under a treaty concluded between |! 


& 


65: tem aet dU 


By virtue of Artieal I of 


ona Maha 4 ta 3 5 
nd Haharaja Gulab Singh of Jannu at Anritsar on Ith March, 46. 
? 


ct 
is 
e 
ct 
= 
[e] 
e 
ct 
4 
“I 
d 


Govornnoent 


“fea and made over for ever, in independent 


Protecting his 


also acknowledged the 
by virtue of which Brit 


the British Government ido thor 


river Indus and we 


suprenacy 
ne special feature of the 


ish Government could appoint or sta 


Gulab Singh and the heirs nale of his body,all the BAY- 
with its dependencies, situated to the 
2 
c 


ward of tho river Ravi,! 


© British Governnent under tock 
to Maharaja Gulab Singh in 


ternal enenies. Maharaja Gulab Such 


v 


3 


the British Governnent, 


ifdn 


vas,however,not the practice of 


tes eEuen under proposed India 
4 1225 


buoktt 
Federation of—t535, Indian Costitution Acti ss thon Haharaja of 
Z| 


Kashnir while ag 


reeing to join the proposed federation, suggested 


for the transfer only three subjects=the Defence, Foreign Affaix 


and Currency to the central goveunnense i 


Herm co 


R the condtitutional rplations Boisgen Kashmir sta 
Uie Indian Unior was first determined by khe Instrunen 


ssion signed between the Haharaja Heri nch-the last 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


E i 


4 


A 
ES € 
| Acticle ayy 


Heweves , 
7 We psoeecs 2| AUGE 


ad po mol cce ln Ae 


Smokie Steliy ; 
Jammu ou V lza Ck 


aon auel ate E A ; 


aol beau adoflecl i. 40e ds yua Glos, 

Woes net alall follaweol Ww Wt Cage 

79 » LU 2 Amel "üt Ced ON Al XE apy. 
Lu Wa A to aud Wa ied iv LOFT Coy ouce al 


te ho / l 
Pou este el ur Tia paui kune erhoolad ui TK 


ITERUM | 
aa 4 fi Aet . Actually ) AN No COE ved ay uth 


| ard do Te fos mera. e Yi Wd Sn hun govt. us Tis 
8 lali Armauool wuhesolyect Uy Ue jet 4 I v A dz DEO 
| aut Wo apponi de «CUM E Zo Lul i Cou la "P 
| TJA [ER S ucl aun eta ly 1 af act rU bbs u uA 
Ware maol was Te ancl polkom feel a yalan Et 
hedwsoont Halt le Mahatopa KEE ah WAN l: 
Conghail s beually AUE ds the ge Mele auel what wa ladder 
WL Aet Jammu edat. mes puters al Cos ftot a olaorcol 
| 3 jc ex to eu o Au pet des J«ela wut alig mta 
EOM os yea m jo. Mactipatate uote palla aucl Tk 
Cove Ce ote et pellem o negi CEA a a a a E 
fout aud Coucbuel Vero pel delle ù Wa Kala 


Hence., Wk Cons YS penne! gola due d balihenr Ice uus Ee 
ainel tx nehan x thers fast eA rane by a Sedis alt A 
Acces uei nd Signal CRAT "fac. ed hes di ode Su, — he ; 


* CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


ten way back on 26th Oct.194T. By virtue 


/ 3 jis 
Ls Tuler and Lorg Hountba l 


of this 

^ | 5 Instrunent of Accession, the central legislature could 

nak "sf 

E 9 laws for tho Kashnir Stato in respect of Defence, Foreign 
Affairs, Communications and Ancillary natter. Latter on "hen 

thc t3 P 

the Constitution of India was being completed by I950,and the 
situation regarding Jannu And Kashmir - both at the national 
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Pattern of relatiouship which emerged with the incorporation of | : T 
Article 370 is quite different as compared to the relations of other Staves | h 
vith the Central PONE And it was held end felt that Article 370 ‘eotualty 
Í : 26) 1 c 
"^ makes esha _@ republic vithim a republic," by giving to the State. ‘the 
Power to ha-ve a separate Constituent hee to frame i s own PR US UA 
; p» 
‘nd io devise separate rules and separate set of relations with the Indies 
Dominions (à the Tisi field, tne: Cen iral Government found itself at ^ 
the mercy of the State Government Owe unique feat pure of ine erecta 3 
Provisions vith regera as the WeND men “the total absence o? amy arbitre 4 


, ` 


-aad judicis! machinery to settle any dispute that could arise between ES 


Union Government ard the States Provisions with regard to the juris 3di chien 


of t-he Supreme Court were not made applicable to the States | i ; BE — 


Another complicating aspect was the complete econonic isolation of tho 


Sta-te because of its reluctance to participate in the financial | structure ee 
27 2s 
the Govers—-ment of India had evolveds! Eut latex o» tho Stdte e leaders restive 


the effects of this economic isclation, and secured AE prenta, fer ie 
"5 economic reform& they had uzderiekem, | the structure which emerged, by giving i | 
special odes te one of the units, was CH CREW from the general ES 
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cef the Indian teteralisne, (here come two steges' in the working of Jamra snd 


Kashmir State's relations with the Union. Under the first SEERE vne LE Ta 


so 


did come clos-er to the Indian federetion but emphasis on autonemy temet wt 


period of Crise dee formulations di -second stage was the t ef integra i 
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Union Parl emen 


ef Jammu and Kashmir, defining the jurisdici-ion of ihe 
e to Jammu and Kashmire, 


the provisions of the Indian Constitution applicabl 


AF Bites D 


v related to the elaboration o? “the ;subjeeh, . 
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p watter e this orde 
CURES ^t slad o tu Ka ed ctc ^1 Ace1SSue-n ; j 


The first releted to the 


Two schedulés “were added to ARO ordere 


jurisdiction of Union Parliament in Jammu and Kashmir oud enumerated the! | 


appropriate entries from the Union List of the Seventh - ichedule to the 12dii 
Entries 1-6, 9-22, 25-3, 72-77, 80 anā: 53-96 ef ihe Union fee 
Z cte i. 


defence, 


Constitutione 
siga affairs, 
3 pana 


were enumsretede The subjects cove-red were 
N 


i 
^ n "E" . . 4 \ i i } 
communications, trade and comberee with faorsvmm countries, matters yelsiing 
ence eit Edere e mr ste hadida esee iaa č - 
. £ ~ E 
and Supreme Court; audit of the uccounbs of gf" 


to B6 


p= 


Union Executive * Supr: 
Oen 4 Al t 
surti vw 


Some of these entries were modifieiy 


State, a-rd ancillery mes thers e 
those relating to railways (22), Trade and Commerce (41), € 
second Schedule tabulated the provisions of the Indian Constitution epp 
CASO ME toii 
; E 3 no, * . - 
to Jammú ond Kashmir and jndicated the exceptions and modifications Barts 
Ñ seg i. : 


I 


of ihe Constitution applicable were theses Vg X1, xii, a 


E? ) 
ta Jammu and Kasini 
/ 
XII, XIX-XXII, dmà the first io four 
arts related to the Un 


i 

t s dnd the eighth Schedul eso. The eut 
^ i3 

Parliament ond quii 


ios executive, 
à 
i 


natter of these P 


the Union and the State; finance, property, contracts st 
»- Li 


relations between 
g to certain classes, offíein, 


suits, elections, Oi provisions relatin 
lenguage, amendment? sncillery provisions in the Schedules, -nd sd- but 


va ls : E 
exceptions and mocifications moy be noted? 


eo e TUA Se - 
à mob apply ‘bo Jenna små ` 


~Fuadamental Rights, end Directive Principle i 


the jusisdiotion o? the Supreme Court, was restricted te origina 


jurisdiction weder articles 431 and 132, tbe Comptro tier as 


in s relation te ho and Keshmizs) 


had Ro jurisdiction 


State in Parlianest w were te be chosen di Vue mresident in 


s between Janma gas Ko 


o the Sinie Government, relation 
: wT AE. 


: 1 : 1 . c: ~ * 24$ prs 
. & “estricted to matte-rs indicated in the First Schedule above, and une, 


Lj 


fesiduary powers lay with the State: Articles 247-252 did not apply wad the 
A 4 ‘noneiel provisions ofthe Constitution did xot apply to the States Election 
à Provisions were to apply only in relation to election io Parliament- enä io the 
offices of the President and Vice-President, emergen-cy provisions did i: 4 
àpply; emendments to the Gona tita Aa would appiy to Jammu and. Kashmiz enly 


$ ; Qr gis d Artie yeu le 
unésr an appropriate order of the President, issusd under Article 37001); de 


^ * — ees quon met ER "hei he xm 
T | E d MEE CNET 
P d goectal considerations that sas being ainen 19 Jammu. and 
i 1 kaskai¥ commenting 


on the constitutional relationship I 
between the state of Jammu and Kashmir and the Union of 


India, he said in the Lok Sabha on 24 July 1952 


"The process of integration adopted in the case of 
other States could not be adopted in regard to the 
Jammu and Kashmir state for a variety of reasons. 
. The question was before the United Nations in a 
fluid Seat ee Rene, mo declared even before the 
partition that no step will be taken in the state 
without the consent and concurrence of the state, 
Thirdly, we have recognised that the position of 
Jammu and Kashmir was somewhat different from that 


Be 42 
of other states for obvious reasons’. 
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fhe all Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parisnad, being 
essentially a reaction to the aggressive trends in the 
loesl nationalism af Kashmir, a protest of a region which 
felt politically ignored and condam result of 
regional nationalism, a regional and a largely Hindu 
domineted party was found? in 1947. Hindu Dogras had 
a sense of insecurity as a miniority community in the 
tate Representing their apprehensions , Praja Parisahd 
sought security in the retention of the Institution 
of the Maharaja as a Gonstitutional head of tne State. 
For the same reason they Favoured closer tics between 
the state and Indian Union and abrogation of Article 
370wnich conferred a Special tatus on tne state, It 
rejected, outrightly & seperate censenbiyr separate 
emblem ana separate flag for the state anc the Institution 
of Sadar-i-Hayasat and demanded the application of 
indian Constitution in its entirety: like Jana Sangh, 
its policy too was influenced by the ideology of 
AKHAND BHART and regarded the accession of the State 
to the Union as final, complete, legally valid and 
beyond question.” The Party believed in the concept 


of India as a strong Unitary State. 


e ————€— — P————————— 
* Mele» hehe Be ,B.id, , Ph.D. Reader, P.G. Department of 
Politicai selence, University of Jammu. 


Paper presented ina Seminar organised by Institute of 


Jéx #ffairs with the help of financial assistance of 
IGSA from 3rd to 5th Jan. 1952. 
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ine Party which had previously criticised the 
convening of Consembly to draft Seperate constitution n 
for the state decided to contest tne elections and 
demanded Tepresentation in Delimitation Committee," 
Soon after the party leadership charged the National 
Conference ana its Government of commission of malafide 
tactics,’ nuubcr of irregularities? and dubious methods 
in Jammu elections and gave an x ul tima tum? and 
ultimately bycotted the elections under protest, ^? 
This gave rise to the Prashid war crys 

ai Desh do Vidha -in one country two Constitutions 

Ek Desh men do Nishan -In one country two Flags; 


Ek Desh men do Pradhan-In one countrytwo Prime 
Ministers; 


Nahin Gnalengay! Nahin Chalengay - (111 not 
be toleratea;13 


A minor incident over the protest of a few 
Students against hoisting a National Conference Flag 
in G.G.M. College on 15th January 196218 toucned off 
tne conflagration. Tho incident led to penalisatioa 


of the students 19 Students hunger strike, 7? Violence, 8 


Police lathi charge, firing, ® partial paralisation 


of administrative machinery in Jammu city, intervention 
of tne Military and imposition of 72 hours curfew 


under its cover, the entire leadership of Praja Parishad 
was arrzested as the Government charged that the 
demonstration was organised and inspired by the 

Praja Parishad, There was a Sharp reaction in the 

State as weli as rest of India, 21 On the intervention 


of Mr. N.G, Ayyangar, the thən Minister of State 
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of India, who visited Jammu in April i952 to study 
the situation ànd cool passions , °° tney were released, 
But it left trail of bitterness, 

Meanwhile “Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg the then 
Chairman of the Basic Principies "Committee pointed 
out tn the Constituent Assembly on March 24, 1952 
that ine State of Jammu and Kashmir would be "an 
autonomous Kpublie Within the Indian Union, with a 
Separate President, National Assembly, Judiciary, 
Regional Autonomy and separate citizenship, 9 Beg's 
statement was deeply resented not oniy in Jammu put 
also in Ladakh ang rest of India and created serious 
appreheasions about tho credibility of the leaders 


of &ashmir. 


Aegional discontent was also growing in Ladakh, 


ln à memorandum Submiited to the State Prime Minister 


Sheikh Mohd, Abdullah, Kaushak Bakula, Head Lama of 
Ladakh and member of tho Cons ti tuent assembly, 
dexanded ror a statutory provision in the future 
constitution of Jamau and Kashmir under which State's 
Nor th-Hastern frontier Province of Ladakh covering 
Slnkiang and western Tibet, would become a federation 
unit of Kashmir ak long as the accession of the State 
to India endures. He urged that a separate Legislative 


Assembly of 15 members, with an axecutive Council 


Tesponsible £o it, should be set up for Ladakh 
to run the internal administration of the area. 
He pointed out that under that proposal Ladakh 


would largely bear the same relation to the J&K State 
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as the later did to India. Asserting that under the 
¢ireumstances Ladakh would have little or no voice 
in the State's 75 member Constituent Assembly where 
Lt was, in point of race, language and culture a 
perfeet stranger to the rest of the members. He 


claimed that nis plan was the best guarantee of the 


stability of the connections, of Ladakh with Kashmir, 
Ia case nis plan was not deemed feasible, he added, 
then a committee of 10 members elected on the join 
electorate basis be set up for Ladakah and no measure 
affecting the economic, political and religious life 
or tne province oe passed oy the state Constituent 
Assembly or the J&& Goverunent witnout its approval; 
all proposals emanating from the Statutory Advisory 


Committee be treated as the "Voice of Ladakh", 44 


Kushak 3ukola had a talk with Je G. Ayyengar 
and repeated the demand that Ladkah be granted 
internal autonomy. Keshmiri leaders did net take 
kindly to these regional protests and were particularly 
provoked by the merger movement of Praja Parishad. 
Strongly reacting to the Praja Parishad movement 
Sheikh Mond. Abdullah, in a sensational speech at 
R.. Pura on tne iOth April 1952, said that Kashmir's 1 
accession to India would be of restrictive nature 
and tnose who wanted Kashmir to lose it Separate 
identity were talking without any conception of 
political realities tnat faced them.79 In another 
Speech at hazratbal on 18th April, i952, he said 


that Kasimir is in no way were prepared to renounce 
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their charished ideology in fwtherance of which 
they hea olfered plood and sweat during the two 
decades, Kashmir had acceded to India in respect 
of only three subject - Defence, uxternal Affairs 
and Communication and had the right to shape their 


^ 


; T - " 26 . 
destiny according to the wishes of the people. in 
another speech at iazaratbal on 25th April, 1953 
he said tnat the whole worid was aware of tneir policy 


A. 1 


the wvousemply would decide three important 


thet 
issues:franing of the Constitution, the future of 


the ruling dynasty ana the accession of the State, ^7 


These speeches faussd an uproad in Jammu particularly 
na the 4 ZG eT; I 29 
and the Indian Press and pubiic opinion" was 


also agitated. 


Meanwhile events were moving fast with in 
the state, The Consemply unanimously adopted the 
state flag,” the interim report recommending the 
abolition of hereditary monarehy and the election 
of the nead of the State was also unanimously 


31 
approved. 


Pt,Premn Natn Dogra said that the decisions 
of the Consembly were narrow-sighted and ill-conceived 
and reflecting one party's ideology that solely 
comprised the Consembly. He added that these 
pronocutive decisions had caused deept resentment, 


throughout and particularly in the Jammu province, 29 
while condemning such decisions, the Praja Parishad 


pointed out that the people of Jammu be made to 
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ery for self-determination and that the will of the 
Kashmir valley people could not be forced on the 

people Living outside it.79 A campaign was then 
started throughout Jammu province to get 5 lacs of 
Signatures in support of the Memorandum to the President 


"ignes 
of India. : 


Officially, a deputation“ of Kashuiri leaders 


Cu e EID eus Ee n 
was sumionead in Delhi on 12-6-1952" ^ and held a 


series of Giseussion,. Shneilkh Mohd Abdullah also joined 


them on July 1952, 9* Ail this resulted in Delhi 
Agreement, 1952, 98 The Praja Parishad was of tne 


view that Agreement was another surrender at the alter 


of communal instransigence and separation of Sheikh 


Mohd. Abdullah "A Fraud on India people and an 
Attack on Indian Constitution. © Pt. Prem Nath 
Dogra declared that Praja Parishad would launch a 


/ 
Satyagarch if tbe Agreement was enforced! 


ihe Parishad movement caused an adverse 
reaction in voda District of Jaumu also. A section 
of its inhabitants led by Uoni being much agitated, "t 


emphasised that if they had peculiar local pro plems*@ 


and historically, geographically,#3 culturally t were 
quite different from their neighbouring unit, they 
could not in any way be attached with tho cultural 
Unit of Jammu. S? while stressing that it must be 


6 like 


given the status of & separate cultural unit,* 
Jammu and Ladakh, they demanded the state to be 


divided into as many as five cultural units ... 
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À : 4 
Kashmir, Jàmnu, Pocneh, najouri, Ladakh and Doda í 

in the future constitutional setup of J& State. sach 
Such unit , legally, having equal status enjoy autonomy 


in the eonauct of their internal affairs including 


; A : ; , 4 
maintenance of Law and order within their own limits. 8 


The regional tension is also supposed to 
have provokea prominent nashnirl leader Mr.G.MeAarra 
to from tno first secessionist party, volitical 


Conference, in Kasimir after 1947. 


ine State Government lost no time im implementing 
those piovisions of the agreement waich aimed at 
: Ta ‘ s 
autonomy. Monarchy was abolished, 9 and Yuvaraj Karan 


SO sheikh Abdullah 


Singh was elected as Sadar-e-Kiyast. 
was ecoused of ignoring those sections which confirmed 
Kashmir's ties with India? anc provided constitutional 
safeguard for Jammu and Ladakh as agreed by hin. 
Meanwhile differences spread ia nis Cabinet and the 
working comnittee in regard to the interpretation and 
inplementation of the Delhi Agreement.5? But Sheikh 
Abdullah pointed out that neither ne nor the smallest 
worker of tne National Conference had said one word 


5 
in violation of the Delhi Agreement. 


The Praja Parishad adopted the eignt point 
programme for Satyagrah " the details of which were 


settled by Pt. ?.N.Dogra and Dr. 5.P.Mukherji at 


Jallandhar during Punjab Jana Sangh session on Nov. 


8, 1952, On November 21, Ritz Pt. P.N. Dogra and 


Sham Lal were arrested and the agitation started, 4 
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Ihe movement assumed serious proportions and its 


reprecussions were felt outside the state &lso. “Anti- 


Kashmiri feelings in Jammu develoved anti-Mus 


p= 
p 
ES 


e anti-Jammu reactions in the valley 


L i 


overtones, wh 
tended to became anti-dindu and hostile to rest of 

the country. Finally the three parties of India Jana 
Sengh, nam Aajaya Parishad and Hindu Maha Sabha merged 
together iu a bidto organise the movament in Delhi 
proper, "9 Dr.S.P.Mdknerji entered into a long 
correspondence” wita Pt. Nehru and Sheikh Aodullah 
but motning susostantieal came out. At later stage 

ure Hukherji even went to the extent of accepting 
Delhi-Agreement to with draw the agitation provided 
ali Praja Parisnad workers were released and its 
leaders were invited to a Conference. But tho offer 


was not responsed, 


A chais of multiple reactions had allowed 
éneikh's attitude towards Jammu: The agitation of the 
Praja Parishad, the role of its  syupethetic organisations 
in India, its reactions in tne valley and thoir 
counter-reactions in india, tne planned process of 


percipitating a conflict between "kashmir Nationalism" 


and “Dogra Nationalism" and Ladakh and Doda's demang 


for the internal autonomy had created conditions 


favourable for tne aisintegration ci the state ana 
disruption of the unity oi its people. Moreover, the 
relations between tne two Governments (Uovernment of 
India and the Government of J&K ) aad opposition 
groups in the state further deteriorated. Sheikh 


i 
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Dullah was prepared to make some concessions to the 
separatists iu Jamu ana Ladakh. The Basic Principle 
Committee of the Constituent Asse ubly was tnus instructed 
to study the idea of extending autonomy to each province 


of the state. The State U.A. vas therefore, busy in 


£2 


ürafting the constitution on a fully Denocratic basis. 
The oroad outlines had been drawn up and 


p 


discussed at length by the working committee of 


[rm 
ational Conference in 2nd week of May 1953. EO ihe 
committee asserted again that the relationship of the 


state with Indian Union would be based on the instrument 
oi Accession of 1947, Art. 370 and Indo-kasnhmir 
ABreeneat or 1552. It was further proposed that tno 
State would bs divided into five units on oul tural aad 
linguistic dine, each ualt enjoying certain measure 


< : ; : ,,99 
of autonomy strictly relating to internal administration? 


Aecording to one version .... the Scheme of 
regional autonomy vas on tne following lines-"Yn ee 
provinces, namely Kasiu ^, Jammu and Poonch-Ka jouri 
were to have each as executive head a Council of 
Ministers responsible to the Provincial Legislatures 
As far as ledakh and Gilgit matt TS, they wrs proposed 
te be acministered by tegional Councils. authority 
might be given under the State Constitution to the 
state legislatures to inerease or decrease the ares 


of these autonomous units or establish new units. 


Broadcasting from kadio Kasimir, Srinagar oa 
Y à 
April 17th, 1953, the state Prime Minister, Sheikh 


69 à 
Mohd Aodullah said, "we nave decided to give autonomy 
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to the aifferent cultural units of the state as will 


be provided in tne Constitution that is being drawn up. 
This will remove all the fears of domination of one 
unit over tne other and will maxe for the voiuntary 


6 
union of the people of the state, z 


Joseph Kar bel defined®” the cultural units as 


“The valley, Jammu, Gilgit, Ladakh and region consisting 
of the districts of Mirpur, Rajouri, Poonch and 


Muzzafrabad". 


The idea seemed to be that a measure of 
autonomy in their internal affairs, would remove the 
fears of each of these units and would provide a 
moral natural and concommunal impetus for a sense of 


belonging and political participation. Such a sense 


of belonging alone could effectively counter the 
appeal for secession in the valley or of communalism 
in Jammu - "only this can ensure their unity and 
eontribute to tne development of a sentiment of 
genunine Indian Nationhood in this vital part of 


the country, ^? 


We, thus, find that certain forces within and 


outside the state interacted and caused some sort of 

polarisation among the various stand-points. The 

Jammu interactionists were never completely reconciled 
| ; to the State's accession to India in the three subjects 

along the special aom of Kashmir under article 

370 of the Constitution of India, the Delhi Agreement 


of 1952 and even the proposal to give autonomy to the 
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different cultural units of the state were unacceptable 
to tne Praja Parishad. Their search for security 
induced them to agitate for a highly unified Constitution 


with one Constitution, one President and one Flag 
for the whole of the country. The formation of the 
Separate Consembly for the state, its own Sadar-i- 
Kiyasat as the head, a separate emblem and a separate 
flag were, therefore, counter to their concept of 


a strong centre, 


Tne stands of even the national level parties 
happened to be confused and contributed to uncertainty 
about the sahpe of things to come. All this created a 


sharp reaction and uncertainty in Kashmir. 


Pakistan, on the other hand, while taking 
advantage of this new situation tried to misinterpret 
the then emerging public opinion on Kashmir as 
ehauvinstic and to exploit the parochial sentiments 
of the Dogra Nationalism as well as the religious 
feelings of the Kashmiris. This was intended to 
intensify their sense of insecurity and to create 
doubts in their minds as to whether India would stay 
secularist after Nehruks death. 


All this created political instability, 
suspense, uncertainty and economic stress. There was 
also on apprehension that the Kashmiri leaders might 


get alienated from the popular support in the valley 
and therefore they started more assertive attitude. 
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Under these compelling circumstances Working 
Gommittee of the National Conference appointed 8 
members committee, in May 1953,94 to explore avenues 
of an honourable settlement of the accession issus. 99 
The Sub-committee, at its final session, held on 9th 
June 1953 adopted the following proposals as possible 
alternatives for an honourable and peaceful solution 


of the Kashmir dispute between India and Pakistan. 96 


a) Overall plebiscite with conditions as 
detailed in the minutes of the meeting 


dated 4,6.53.°" 


b) Independence of the whole state with 
joint Indo-Pak control of foreign 
affairs and defence, 


c) Dixon plan with independence for the 
plebiscite area, 
Then followed a period of studied inactivity 
and delibrate side-tracking of the main issue completing 
the constitution, 8 


Meanwhile by the sudden death of Dr. S.P, 
Mukherji, the President of the Akhil Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh and the leader of the opposition in the Indian 


Parliament, on 28rd June, 1953, in detention at 
Srinagar,the whole of North India was plunged in 
profound grief and submerged by a kind of anti-Nehru 
and Anti-Abdullah wave. Praja Parishad refused to 


pelieve that death occured in natural cir cumstances.” 


But while explaining his innocence in this 
matter, Sheikh Abdullah pointed out, ^1 
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"Dr. Mukherji was a friend of mine and I 
had a great regard for him. Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohd held tne portofilio of Home Affairs 
and Shyam Lal Saraf the portofélio of 
Health and Jails .... I could establish 
contact with Dr. Mukher ji only through them. 
I did not even get authentic reports 


about his health from these people and 1 
received the news of his death quite 
unexpectedly one morning". The rumblings 
of similar reactions were also heard in 
the Frontier District of Ladakh. 72 


Events thereafter followed each other in 
such repid succession that one often missed the 


link between them. 


Simultaneously there were inflammatory reports 


that Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah was thinking to declare 
Kashmir as Independent, the idea of which was said 
to be mooted by American statesmen, Mr, and Mrs. 

Henderson/^ Stevenson, during his visit to Kashmir 


in May 1953, reportedly promised American support 


to the nove. 74. Such reports again threatened to 
disintegerate Jä and to make it a pawn in international 
power politics?’ However, Sneikh Abdullah pointed out 
that the charge of planning to declare Kashmir 
independent was completely baseless. © Moxeovers 

when Sadiq Ali and Madhi Limaye during their visit 

to the state in 1954, "asked the leading spokesmen 

of the party (National Conference) and the Government, 
whether they had any documents in their possession 
which proved that Sheikh was in secret collaboration 
with Americans for carving out an independent Kashmir 


"il 


valley, they all denied that they had any such ` x 


documentary proofs."76 he tragedy was that — v 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri d 


- 14 - 


Sheikh Abdullah was misunderstood and his urge for 
maximum autonomy for the state was just taken for 


independence, 


An open rift in the camp of National 
Conference suddenly developed. In a cabinet of five 
members only Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg continued to 


support Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah who aecided to call 
a meeting of the Working Committee and General 
Council of the National Conference on 24th Augus t 
and 26th August, 1953 respectively to endorse his 
new line and desired to make public his latest stand 
on 21st August, 1953 The Idd Day. 7 
The scene was now complicated enough to 
climax the tragic drama of Kashmir. On August 7th, 
1953, three members of the cabinet led by Bakshi, 
accused Abdullah in a memorandum, sent to Sadar- 
Riyasat, of making arbitrary decisions, of being 
responsible for deterioration in the administration, 
nepotism,inefficiency and wanton wastage of public 
resources and alleged that the cabinet had lost the 
confidence of the people. ^ Sheikh Abdullah was 
summoned by the Sadar-i-iiyasat who suggested an 
emergency meeting of the cabinet for free and frank 
discussion at the PE But he refused anå 


left for Gulmarg to spend the weekend d 


Qn the other hand, the Congtess leadership 
and the leadership of National Conference in State 
too, which had an identity in their approaches and 


adopted a similarity of views and strategies with 
regard to the politics of Government in pre-indepen- 
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dence , ware then unable to adjust their political 
objectives and eoordinate their political operations, 
Underneath the stable political facade there was 

a marked simmering discontent and disappointment 


at each other's performance. S} 


Thus "many birds were killed with the single 
stone of dismissal and subsequent arrest of Sheikh 
Abdullah". S? But Sheikh Abdulla} 's political 
"martyrdom" on 9th August made him a popular kaa 


hero of Kashmir once? againe 


ne fateful crisis of 1953 was therefore, 
logically the result of inter-regional tensions in 
particularly represented by Praja Parishad agitation 
of 1952-53, the motivational variations arising out 
of varied political considerations and failure of 


National leadership at various levels to reconcile 


divergent regional and Kashmir aspirations .and 


claims as well the demands of national interests. 
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PRAJA PARISHAD AGITATION OF 1952 
lio GAUSS aub [NIBK-CONNECTION 


GM m e 


WAN Lenten GA nob ALTO NS 
ba 
Dr. Vidya shushan 


the all Jamiu and Kashmir Praja Parishad, being 
essentially a reaction to the aggressive trends in the 


loeal nationalism åf Kashmir, a protest of a region which 


t 
A j E iw : E 
felt politically ignored and condemned, result of 
regional nationalism, a Bl ea aná a largely Hindu 
Gominated party was Found? Va 1947. Hindu Dogras had 

a sense or insecurity as a miniority community in the 
State Representing their apprehensions, Praja Parisahd 
Sought security in the retention of the Institution 
of the Manaraja as a Constitutional head of tne State. 
for the Same reason they favoured closer tics between 
the state and indlan Union and abrogation of Article 


370wnien conferred à Special Status on the state, It 


" S f $3. 4 3 
rejected, outrightly & separate Consembly, separate 
emblem ana separate flag for the state ana the Institution 
oi Sadar-i-Rayasat and demanded the application of 


4 
Indian Constitution in its entirety, like Jana Sangh, 
its policy too was influenced by the ideology of 


AKHAND BHART and regarded the accession of the State 


to the Union as final, complete, legally valid and 
beyond questions. The Party believed in the concept 


Ji 
of india as a strong Unitary State, 9 


—— 


* HAS, L.L.3.,B,5d,, Ph.D. Reader, P.G. Department cf 
Political Sclence, University of Jammu, 
Paper presented in a Seminar organised by Institute of 


J&K Affairs with the help of financial assistance of 
ICSR from 3rd to Stn Jan, 1952, 


` 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


The Party which had previously criticised the 
convening oi Gonsembly to draft separate constitution 
for the state decided to contest the elections and 

r 
denanáed representation in Delimitation committee, 
Soon after the party leadership charged the National 
Gonferenee and its üoverament of commission of malafide 
QA CB 9 2,10 
tactics, number of irregularities” and dubious methods 
= i d i du MEM > 11 
in Jammu ulecetions and gave an « ultimatum and 
PIDE onc a e : mov. E 
ultimately byeotted the elections under protest. 
This gave rise to the Prashid war cry: 
Ek Desh do Vidha -In one country two Goastitutions 
Ek Desh men do Nishan -In one country two Flags; 


Ek Desh men do Pradhan-In one countrytwo Prime 
Ministers 


Nahin Ghalengay! Nahin Ghalengay - Will pot 
be tolerateg;l? b 


A minor incident over the protest of a few 
students against hoisting a National Conference Flag 
i 


in G.G.M. College on 15th Janvary 196 toucned off 


IS. 
the conflagration. The inciaent led to penaliz.tion 


17 


of tne studeats?° Students hunger strike. Violence, 8 


Police lathi charge, firing, ? partial paralisation 

of administrative machinery in Jammu city, intervention 
of the Military and imposition of 72 hours curfew 

under its cover, the entire leadership of Praja Parishad 
was arrzested as the Government charged that the 


demonstration was organised. and inspired by the 


>b 
Praja Parishad, There was a aharp reaction in the 
State as well as rest of India, 21 On the intervention 


of Mr. N.G. Ayyangar, the then Minister of State 
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of India, who visited Jammu in April 1952 to study 
the situation and cool passions, they were released. 
But it left trail of bitterness. 

Meanwhile Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg the then 
Chairman of the Basic Principles Committee pointed 
out in the Gonstituent Assembly on March 24, 1952 
that the State of Jamu and Kasimir would be "aiu 
autonomous Kpubdlie witnin the Indien Union, wlth a 
separate President, National Assembly, Judiciary, 


: = : : 23 = 
Regional Autonomy ane separate eitizeiushipe 3 Beg's 


statement was deeply resented not only in Jammu but 
also in Ladakh and rest of India and created serious 
apprehensions about the credibility of the leaders 


of Kashmir, 


Regional discontent was also growing in Ladakh. 
In a memorandum submiited to the State Prime Minister 


Sheikh Mohd. Abduilah, Kaushak Bakula, Head Lama of 
Ladakh and member of the Constituent assembly, 
dewanded for a statutory provision in the future 
constitution of Janmu and Kashmir under which state's 
North-Bastern Frontier Province of Ladakh covering 
Slnkiang and western Tibet, would become a federation 
unit of Kashmir ab long as the accession of the state 
to India endures. He urged that a separate Legislative 


Assembly of 15 members, with an mxecutive Council 


responsible £o it, should be set up for Ladakh 
to run the internal administration of the area, 


He pointed out that under that proposal Ladakh 


would largely bear the same relation to the JéK State 


" 
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as the later did to India. Asserting that under the 
cireunstances Ladakh would have little or no vikoics 
in tne State's 75 member Constituent Assembly where 
it was, in point of race, lenguage and culture a 


perfect stranger to the rest of the members. He 


claimed that his plan was the best guarantee of the 


stability of the connections, of Ladakh with Kashmir. 

In case nis plan was not deemed feasible, he added, 

then a eommittee of 10 members elected on the join 

electorate basis be set up for Ladakah and no measure 

affecting the economic, political and religious life 

of the province oe passed oy the State Constituent 

Assembly or the J&& Government without its approval; 

all proposals emanating from the Statutory Advisory 

Committee be treated as the "Volce cf Ladakh", “4 
Kushak Bukola had a talk with N.G.Ayyengar 

and repeated the demand that Ladkah be granted 

internal autonomy. Kashmiri leaders did not take 

kindly to these regional protests and were particularly 

provoked by the merger movement of Praja Parishad. 

Strongly reacting to the Praja Parishad movement 

Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah, in a sensational speech at 

R.S. Pura on the lOth April 1952, said that Kashmir's 

accession to India would oe of restrictive nature 

and tnose wno wanted Kashmir to lose it separate 

identity were talking without any conception of 

political realities that faced then, 99 In another 

speech at Hazratbal on 18th April, 1952, he said 


that Kashmir is ia no way were prepared to renounce 
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their charished ideology in iurtnerance of which 
they nea offered olood ana sweat during the two 
decades, Kashmir had acceded to India in respect 
of only tnree subjecti - Defence, nxternal Affairs 
and communication and had the right to shape their 


26 . 
destiny according to the wishes of the people, In 


another speech at cazaretbal on 26tn April, 1953 
he said that the whole world was aware of their policy 
that the  Cousenbly would decice three important 
issues:fraring of the Constitution, the future of 


the ruling dynasty and the accession of the State, 7 


These sp 


(D 


eches faused an uproad in Jammu particularly 
fed S MD TEL. 
and the Indian Press and puolic opinion " was 


also agitated. 


Meanwhile events were moving fast with in 
the state. The Gonsembly unanimously adopted the 
state flag,” tne interim report recommending the 
abolition of hereditary monarchy and the election 
or the head of the State was also unanimously 


rove 


FtePren Nath Dogra said that the decisions 
of the Consembly were narrow-sighted and ili-conceived 
and reflecting one party's ideology that solely 
comprised the Consembly. He added that these 
pronocutive decisions had caused deept resentment, 


throughout and particularly in the Jammu province, > 


While condemning Sucn decisions, the Praja Parishad 


pointed out that the people of Jammu be made to 
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ery for self-determinatioa and that the will of the 
Kashmir valley peopie could not be forced on the 

people living outside 10,99 A campaign was then 
started throughout Jammu province to get 5 lacs of 
signatures in support of the Memorandum to the President 


of India, 34 


Officially, a deputa tion"9 of Kashuiri leaders 
roke " Lie SAGO ME ; 
was summoned in Delhi on 12-6-1952 and held 4 


series of discussion. Sheikh Mohd Abdullah also joined 


them on July 1952.97 ali this resulted in Delhi 
Agreement, 1952.98 The Praja Parishad was of the 
view thst Agreement was another surrender at the alter 


of communal instransigence and separation of Sheikh 


Mohd. Abdullah "A Fraud on India people and an 
Attack on Indian Constitution, © Pt. Prem Nath 
Dogra declared that Praja Parisnad would launch a 
Satyagarch if the Agreement was enforced: 20 

The Parishad movement caused an aaverse 
reaction in Doda District of Jammu also. A section 
of its inhabitants led by Goni being much agitated, + 


emphasised that if they had peculiar local problems"? 


and historically, geograpnically,43 culturally t were 
quite different from tneir neighbouring unit, they 
could not in any way be attached with the cultural 
Unit of Jammu, 4^? while stressing tnat it must be 
given the status of a separate cultural unit, 46 like 
Jammu and Ladakh, they demanded the state to be 
divided inte as maay as five cultural units ee.» 
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à E EPOE 47 
Kashmir, «inc, Poonch, Kajouri, Ladakh and Doda 
in the future constitutional setup of J& State. bach 
such unit , legally, having equal status enjoy autonouy 


in the conduet of their internal affairs ineluding 


3 " d. e te. 48 
maintenance of Law and order wivinn their own limits. 


ine regional tension 18 4150 supposed to 


have provokea prominent pashwiri leader Mr.G. Karra 
to from tns first secessionist party, Political 


Conference, in Kashmir after 1947. 


fhe State Government lost no time im implementing 
those provisions ot the agrecment which aimed af 
autonomy. Monarchy was abolished,” and Yuvaraj karan 
Singh was elected as Sadar-e-Riyast."" Sheikh Abdullah 
was accused of ignoring those sections which confirmed 
Kashmir's ties with Taala cA and orovided constitutional 
safeguard for Jaumu and Ladakh as agreed by hime 
Meanwhile differences spread in nis Cabinet and the 
working committee in regard to the interpretation and 
implementation or the Delhi Agreemont,92 But Sheikh 
Avduliah pointed out that neither he nor ihe smallest 
worker of ths National Conference had said one word 


c 


5 
in violation of tne Delhi Agreement. 


Tre Praja Parishad adopted the eight point 
programme for SRL REL E the details of which were 


settled by Pt. P.4.Dogra and Dr. &.P.Mukherji at 
Jallandhar during Punjab Jana Sangh session on Nov. 
8, 1952, On November 21, Rukx Pt. P.N, Dogra and 
Sham Lal were arrested and the agitation started, °* 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


cd e 


ins movement assumed serious proportions and its 
reprecussions were felt outside the state also. "Anti- 
Kashmiri feelings in Jammu developed anti-Muslim 
overtones, while anti-Jammu reactions in the valley 
tended to become anti-dindu and hostile to rest of 

tne country, ?9 Finally the three parties of India Jana 
Sangh, kam Rajaya Parishad and Hindu Maha Sabha merged 
together in a bidto organise the movement in Delhi 


6 pr.5.P.Mukner ji entered into a long 


5 
proper, 
correspondence" with Pt. Nehru and Sheikh abdullah 
but nothing susbstential came out. At later stage 
pr. Mukherji even went to the extent of accepting 
Delhi-Agreement to with draw the agitation provided 
all Praja Parishad workers were released and its 
leaders were invited to a Conference. But the offer 


was not responsede 


A chais of multiple reactions had allowed 
Sheikh's attitude towards Jammu: The agitation of the 
Praja Parishad, the role of its sympatnetic organisation: 
in India, its reactions in the valley and their 
counter-reactions in India, the planned process . of, 


percipitating a conflict between "sashmir Nationalism" 


and "Dogra Nationalism" and Ladakh and Doda's demand 
i ^ >! 


for tne internal autonomy had created conditions! 


favourable for the disintegration of tne state and, 


disruption of the unity of its people. Moreover, the, 


relations between the two Governments (Government of © 
India and the Government of J& ) and opposition 
groups in the state further deteriorated. Sheikh 
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Áoaullah was prepared to make some concessions to the 
separatists in Jammu and Ladakh. ine sasic Principle 
Committee of the Constituent Assempoly was thus instructed 
to study the idea of extending autonomy to each province 
oi the state. The State G.A. was therefore, busy in 


a 


drafting tne eoastitution on a fully Democratic basis, 


3 


The broad outlines had been drawn up and 
discussed at length by the working cormittee of 


58 The 


National Gouference ia 2nd week of May 1953, 
committee asserted again that the relationship of the 
with Indian Union would be based on the instrument 
of Accession of 1947, Art. 370 and Indo-Kashmir 
Agreement of 1952. it was further proposed that the 
state would ve divided into five units on cultural and 
linguistic line, each unit enjoying certain measures 


: : : ..99 
of autonomy strictly relating to laternal administration. 


ccording to one version .... the scheme of 
regional autonomy was on tne following lines-"ihree 
provinces, tamcly Kasimir, Jammu and Poonch-kajouri 
were to have each as executive haad a Council of 
Ministers responsible to the Provincial Legislatures, 
As far as Ladakh and Gilgit matters, they were proposed 
to be administered by hegional Councils. Authority 
migat be given under the State Constitution to the 
State legislatures to increase or decrease the area 


of these autonomous units or establish new units. 
E AS 


Broadcasting from iadio Kasimir, Srinagar on 
April 17th, 1953, the State Prime Minister, Sheikh 
60 eus A 
Mohd Aodullah said, "we have decided to give autonomy 
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to the different cultural units of the state as will 
be provided in the Constitution that is being drawn up. 
This will remove all the fears of domination of one 
unit over the other and will make for the voluntary 


union of the people of tne state, 91 


Joseph Kar bel defined®* the cultural units as 


"The valley, Jammu, Gilgit, Ladakh and region consisting 
of the districts of Mirpur, Rajouri, Poonch and 


Muzzafrabad", 


The idea seemed to be that a measure of 
autonomy in their internal affairs, would remove the 
fears of each of these units and would provide a 
moral natural and concommunal impetus for a sense of 


belonging and political participation, Such a sense 


of belonging alone could effectively counter the 
appeal for secession in the valley or of communalism 
in Jammu - "only this can ensure their unity and 
contribute to the development of a sentiment of 
genunine Indian Nationhood in this vital part of 


the country, 59 


We, thus, find that certain forces within and 
outside the state interacted and caused some sort of 
polarisation among the various Stand-points. The 
Jammu interactionists were never completely reconciled 
to the State's accession to India in the three subjects 
along the special status of Kashmir under article 
370 of the Constitution of India, the Delhi Agreement 


of 1952 and even the proposal to give autonomy to the 
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different cultural units of the state were unacceptable 

to the Praja Parishad. Their search for security 

induced them to agitate for a highly unified Constitution 
with one Constitution, one President and one Flag 

for tne whole of the country. The formation of the 
separate Consembly for the state, its own Sadar-i- 
Hiyasat as the head, a separate emblem and a Separate 

flag were, therefore, counter to their concept of 


a strong centre, 


The stands of even the national level parties 
happened to be confused and contributed to uncertainty 
about the sahpe of things to come. All this created a 


sharp reaction and uncertainty in Kashmir, 


Pakistan, on the other hand, while taking 
advantage of this new situation tried to misinterpret 
the then emerging public opinion on Kashmir as 
ehauvinstic and to exploit the parochial sentiments 
oi the Dogra Nationalism as well as the religious 
feelings of the Kashmiris. This was intended to 
intensify their sense of insecurity and to create 
doubts in tneir minds as to whether India would stay 
secularist after Nehruks death, 


All this created political instability, 
suspense, uncertainty and economic stress. There was 
also on apprehension that the Kashmiri leaders might 


get alienated from the popular support in the valley 


and therefore they started more assertive attitude, 
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Under these compelling circumstances Working 
Committee of the National Conference appointed 8 
members committee, in May 1953, °4 to explore avenues 
of an honourable settlement of the accession issue. °° 
The Sub-committee, at its final session, held on 9th 
June 1953 adopted the following proposals as possible 
alternatives for an honourable and peaceful solution 


of the Kashmir dispute between India dnd Pakistan, °° 


a) Overall plebiscite with conditions as 
detailed in the minutes of the meeting 


dated 4.6.53, 67 


b) Independence of the whole state with 
joint Indo-Pak control of foreign 
affairs and defence, 


c) Dixon plan with independence for the 
plebiscite area, 
Then followed a period of studied inactivity 
and delibrate side-tracking of the main issue completing 
the constitution, 98 


Meanwhile by the sudden death of Dr. S.P, 
Mukherji, the President of the Akhil Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh and the leader of the opposition in the Indian 
Parliament, on 28rd June, 1953, in detention at 
Srinagar,the whole of North India was plunged in 
profound grief and submerged by a kind of anti-Nehru 
and Anti-Abdullah wave. Praja Parishad refused to 


believe that death occured in natural circumstances.” 


But while explaining his innocence in this 
matter, Sheikh Abdullah pointed out. 71 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


- 136 


"Dr, Mukherji was a friend of mine and I 
had a great regard for him, Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohd held the portofilio of Home Affairs 
and Shyam Lal Saraf the portofdlio of 
Health and Jails .... I could establish 
contact with Dr. Mukher ji only through them. 
I did not even get authentic reports 


about his health from these people and I 
received the news of his death quite 
unexpectedly one morning", The rumblings 
of similar reactions were also heard in 
the Frontier District of Ladakh. 72 


Events thereafter followed each other in 
such rapid succession that one often missed the 


link between them. 


Simultaneously there were inflammatory reports 
that Sheikh Mohd.Abdullah was thinking to declare 


Kashmir as Independent, the idea of which was said 
to be mooted by American statesmen, Mr, and Mrs, 
Henderson’? Stevenson, during his visit to Kashmir 


in May 1953, reportedly promised American support 


to the movee’4 such reports again threatened to 
disintegerate J&K and to make it a pawn in international 
power politics?’ However, Sheikh Abdullah pointed out 
that the charge of planning to declar Kashmir 
independent was completely paseless. Ô Moreover, 

when Sadiq Ali and Madhi Limaye during their visit 

to the state in 1954, "asked the leading spokesmen 

of the party (National Conference) and the Government, 
whether they had any documents in tháir possession 
which proved that Sheikh was in secret collaboration í 
with Americans for carving out an independent Kashmir 
valley, they all dented that they had any such 

q 


documentary proofs,"7$ the tragedy was that 
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Sheikh Abdullah was misunderstood and his urge for 
maximum autonomy for the state was just taken for 
independence, 


An open rift in the camp of National 
Conference suddenly developed. In a cabinet of five 
members only Mirza Mohd. Afzal Beg continued to 


support Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah who decided to call 
a meeting of tne Wrorking Committee and General 
Couneil of the National Conference on 24th August 
and 26th August, 1953 respectively to endorse his 
new line and desired to make public his latest stand 


[a Tr 
on 21st August, 1953 The Idd Day. 


The scene was now complicated enough to 
climax the tragic drama of Kashmir. On August 7th, 
1953, three members of the cabinet led by Bakshi, 
accused Abdullah in a memorandum, sent to Sadar- 
Riyasat, of making arbitrary decisions, of being 
responsible for deterioration in the administration, 
nepotism,inefficiency and wanton wastage of public 
resources and alleged that the cabinet had lost the 
confidence of the people E SE TEE Abdullah was 
summoned by the Sadar-i-aiyasat who suggested an 
emergency meeting of the cabinet for free and frank 


GA 


3 
discussion at the palace. ? But he refused and 


left for Gulmarg to spend the wekeni a 


On the other hand, the Congtess leadership 
and the leadership of National Conference in State 


too, which had an identity in their approaches and 


adopted a similarity of views and strategies with 
regard to the politics of Government in pre-indepen- 
LJ 
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dence , ware then unable to adjust their political 
objectives and coordinate their political operations. 
Underneath the stable political facade there was 

a marked simmering discontent and disappointment 


at each other's performance, SA 


Thus "many birds were killed with the single 
stone of dismissal and subsequent arrest of Sheikh 
Abdullah", S? But Sheikh Abdullaj 's political 


"martyrdom" on 9th August made him a popular kax 


hero of Kashmir once againe 


{he fateful crisis of 1953 was therefore, 
iogicaliy the result of inter-regional tensions in 
particularly represented by Praja Parishad agfation 
of 1952-53, the motivational variations arisiné out 
of varied political considerations and failure of 


National leadership at various levels to reconcile 


divergeht regional and Kashmir aspirations and 


claims as well the demands of national interests. 
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pommunists in the State. They were of tt 


Ais idea had been borrowed from the Sta 
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n Constitution 


Caf 1935. 


CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS OF 1953 


rrepa- rg 


Inspite of the fact that Sheikh Mohammad 


Aaah lost no time in implementing only those 


| povisions of Delhi Agreement of 1952 which aimed at 


greater state autonomy, yet the National Conference had 


| 

E tarted losing its hold among Kashmiri masses. On the 
i. hand in collaboration with the Jana Sangh the 
li 


E Parishad (both rightist parties) denounced the : SA uH 


a8 pn Agreement and demanding total merger of the State 


gi Indian iNo It launched a agitation for the 


Sionstitution oF india to ehe Scare im TES CMEIrETYo 
preover during his public utterances at R.S. Pura, 


£x 
iderbal and Khanyar Sheikh Abdullah said, openly since 


people of Kashmir. 


itai adco T A pe viU it 


FU rii Aat, iur obs js ufui iiti t Peli, idis aeta enn 


| wera competent to decide about their fate and future, 


| Ae had come when they should get the right to decide 
"eus future whether they would accede to India or to 

' 4 aoe 
pakistan or adopt any other course. His speeches for 


li 
"A@exanination of the relations between India and Kashmir 


e DUI reatec virbial panic not only in the State but in 
i moka too. As a result the relations between Sheikh 
Mekonad Abdullah and New Delhi started getting under 
mee strains. It was said that he was thinking to 
ctoclase Kashmir as independent, the idea of which was 


sd 
Aevi to have mooted by Mr. and Mrs. Henderson and 
mo 


SLemensen , during their visit to Kashmir in May Ee” 
Actually in ‘lovember, 1952, Eisenhowar was 

elacdád the president of USA, with John Foster Dulles as 

mr i MW Secretary of State. A period of aggressive foreign 
A pokey marked this change. Soon after Dulles, Harold 
A Slaussent and Adlai Stevenson planned their visit to 
S$mela Early in May, 1953, Stevenson came to Srinagar 
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Vaud net Sheikh Abdullah on Ist, 2nd and 3rd May. During 


WWE stay at Srinagar, he seemed to have listened to 
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Another version was that in his last meeting 
ith Sheikh which lasted for seven hours a suggestion 


‘yy independence of Kashmir as another alternative 


‘lution of Kashmir was mooted. This led some people in 
mia to be afraid that Sheikh Abdullah might be 
to nter on his’ own ~Yellataoins) vitn 


Immediately after his meeting with 


EM Even Pt. Nehru 


in, limited accession with India. 
Wsited Srinagar in the spring of 1953 to mitigate the 


| differences between Sheikh Abdullah and Indian Govt. but 
( Ke 
peas did not succeed. ° 


Under these compelling circumstances a special 
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ession of the working committee of the National 


pnference was called at Srinagar residence of Sheikh 
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HRe Committee after a prolonged discussion came to the 
unanimous conclusion that the internal stability of the 


mn. ek was impossible so long as international settlement 
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f theme ramale affiliation Of the State manaso 


oa It accordingly appointed an 8-man sub- 
HER to explore avenues of an honourable 
Ae oment of the issue. The Sub-Committee at its final 
Arson, held on 9th June, 1953, adopted the following 
pies as possible alternatives for an honourable and 


pesce solution of the Kashmir dispute between India 
i Rona el te. Bagi 
aunckpokss [E04 

a/ Overall plebiscite with conditions as detailed 


in the minutes of the meeting dated 4.6.1953. 
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AU b/ Independence of the whole State. 
c/ Independence of the whole State with joint 
| Indo-Pak control of foreign affairs and 
defence. 
Him. Ibid. 
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M.A. Beg 


i 2 
ip 3. Bakshi Ghulam Mohd. 4 
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d/ Dixon plan with independence for the 
plebiscite area. 

Then followed a period of studied inactivity 

ix. evel deliberate side-tracking of the main issue of 

let, I. » 242— 
tools t he constitution. 
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| ¢ 4x mre woning Committee, however, reflected his 
Wok ore MÀ en 
Cof tentions .~ x: This ultimately resulted in an open 
Aiftin the Cabinet and the National Conference. After 
tits he started rousing the people with communal 
Sewinents against accession of Kashmir to India. On 
june 26, he impressed upon National Conference workers 
trek the y had made it clear that Kashmir would refuse to 
poze’ "Sco Po: of India or Pakistan, that the basis of 


Bini relationship had been shaken. On TUT eh 


i| 


AN 


[953 - the Martyrs! Day - he declared that Kashmir's 
position was such that it should have the sympathy of 
hath India and Pakistan. Therefore, they had to seek 
gucha solution which would be honourable to Kashmir and 
Geeeptable to these countries. He repeated that it was 
swot necessary that their State should become appendage 
a op either India or Pakistan. He said that he did not 


want unity between Kashmir and India alone, but between 
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On July 31, 1953, Sheikh Abdullah while 

5 alen 
ad HJ to peasants at Ganderbal stressed. that both 
Br Pakistan were their neighbours and were 
dos Rie on their borders. It Was natural suhat seme 
paaress and betterment of Kashmir should be dependent 
>on their goodwill. They should have the friendship of 
bathe Only then could they live a life of honour. It 


wld not augur well for the kashmiri people to be 
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dada Je 
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0n the other hand Foster Dulles, during Ris 

visit to India and Pakistan, Nad put forward a plan for 

a diizonal division of Kashmir with a zone each aoina Ec 

Inteha and Pakistan, the valley being either 
wAlernationalized for a certain period till a plebiscite 

was held under U.N. control or being ruled by a semi- 


Uytebpendent ME ti A map illustrating the plan was 
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age published. ^? 
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! elgistoped. - In a Cabinet of 5 members only Mirza Mond. 
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elagired to make public his latest stand on 21st Aug. 


us i 
11455 - the Id Day ea? 


A large number of National leaders, friends; 


Asperity in a period of American drive for war and 


2 
cott domination, but all in vain. The divergence in 


he outlook at the leadership levels was confirmed by f ihi EE. 


The climax of tragic drama came on 8th August, 


“)4S2when Sheikh Abdullah's ministry was dismissed & 


| Ghulam Mohd. was asked to form a new ministry. 
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in the early hours of 9th Aug. 1953, Sheikh Abdullah was 
noce wrested and was given a letter of dismissal along with 
mother letter signed by G.M. Ems Selo Sarar und 


^d. Dogra indicating that they all had lost confidence 


ia his leadership. Mr. M.A. Beg together with 33 


MUS Yeaders of the N.C. were also arrested on 9th-10th 
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AC TIEN - hru was again riding on the crest of a popular 


\9 225 ; ato 
vive. But Sheikh Abdullah's political martyrdom on 


i : ij i “Oth August had made him a popular hero of Kashmir once g a abicady 
| at i din. In fact/the crisis of 1953 was the result of the D i 
| ae its sttivational variations arising out of varied political 
und considerations and failure of the leadership at various : 
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tne various claims and muscis 


to reconcile 
20 
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of India and even .by 


(eb. 370 of the Constitution 


| M Delhi Agreement, welcomed the arrest of Sheikh 


ee But all the rightist parties and religious 
(o Poarpsin the Valley’ condemned his arrest. They argued 
V; o arbitrary removal of the leader 
hath abdul ah from premiership without the formal vote 
of 8 confidence against him was without a parallel in 
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Hha history of dodo UNE | 


of the house, 


However, Sheikh Abdullah's attitude towards 


gener tne agitation of Praja Parishad, the vole of ts 


organisation Fm AlE "€ reactions in the 


| velley and their counter-reactions 


e for the success of the Communist 


in India all created 
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se developments to 


pet for the disintegration of the State 
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Leftist leaders were happy over the 
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Balraj Puri sought Comrade 


beginning of 1953 


He admitted that Abdullah 
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ination of Indian capitalism he must be supported. 
+ the enquiry that conflict might lead to independent 
Kashmir, which at that time appeared to him to be the 
thjective of the U.S.A., Sundarayya said that he was 
$5 "'isinformed. He added that the American game was to 
hand over Kashmir to Pakistan. Sheikh by directing 
popular sentiment to another channel, was foiling that 
»ne. He was convinced that Sheikh was playing the game 
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of his party. F 


TA But the breach between them and Sheikh was so 
sudden that circumstances leading to it could not be 
fully investigated. Actually Sheikh Abdullah was never 
"communist but he had played apparently a communist 
role. The left leaders wanted him ever to continue to 


sway the same role. Having succeeded in their effort to 
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alienate him from India and from Nehru, they then 
expected him to throw himself at their enoa He, on 
the other hand, arrested himself and became apprehensive 
of their growing influence, probably for the first time. 
‘it was only in the last days of July that the Polit 


fureau of the C.P.I. condemned Sheikh Abdullah for his 
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wganisation. 
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49 the communists when he disapproved Sadiq's intention 
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ME 39 536- 
Hi Mah. 
Zi dE Having themselves promoted the separatist 
found 


(07 piut 1n Kashmir, the leftist leaders then 
k HR 4wat the situation was getting out oO 
| talisua ena independent Kashmir was 4 two-edg 
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fhe numerous other grievances of the people 


of Jammu against mw then Sheikh Abdullah's government nes 
pe be as under te» ; pM 
N X 
1. Sheikh Mohd Abdullah'- the then Prime 
Minister and a valley based leader had ` 
failed to win the confidence of the | 
people of Jammu, : 
if 
2. He wielded unrestricted powers in 
administration, i P 
3. The special status given to J&K State Une E 
temporary provisioning article 370 of 
J Indian Constitution, to which kh 
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vo 
ES 
vies 


only and very fa LIELA was spent in Janmus 
The demand for Independent kasint é, ocassionally 2 j 


voiced in the val ley,vas also led to the g iA 


growing Hindu chauvinism in Jammu, 


6, Sheikh Abdullah was also: characterised a$ a 


rabid communist, 


7. By adopting the Naya kashmir programme f. 


| planned economy, the people of Jamas 
m £2 


à : Kashmiri Pandits were the hardes 
diit y ne Ps a : š ; 
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E SUGGESTED LED MEASURES TO COMBAT. _MILITANCY IN KASHMIR - 
A CRITICAL APPRAISAL 


*Dr ,Sheetal Gupta. 


The rise of militancy in Kashmic, which has long been in 
the making because of the soft and permissive attitude of the 
Central leadership, in the policies of deception, spurious 
democracy, habit of nursing illusions, unwholesome lagecies of 
the past, the fundamentalization of religion, the infirmities 
of administration, public corruption, environmental disruption 
regional differences and in the over all dynamics of negative 
forces, not only caused the serious threat to the national 
security of our Country but also has converted this heaven - 
the Valley of Kashmir into the hell. Since 1990, the toll has 
been enormous, The thousands have been killed including number 
of security forces, 48,131 families have been forced to leave 
their homes for refugee campus, thousands widows and orphans 
. ; to face a bleak futur e, trade and tourism completely 
srupted and deep wounds inflicted on the psyche of the 
Kashmiri community. By encouraging and financing, training and 
arming peaceful Kashmiri youths to take the guns and move from 
their traditional culture patterns to fundamentalism, Pakistan 
has pushed them to the major disastrious. 


Inspite of the intensifying operations by the Security 
forces in the Valley consisderably restricted militent activities 
and frustrated designs of Pak=sponsored Sub-version which cause 

.the clossal.distructionx of men.and material, and the people 
have completely fed up with such a state of affairs, militancy 
still could not be curbed. 


The Statesmen, Scholars, Experts on Kashmir affairs, Political 
parties, Journalists and the Bureaucrates have, however, sugrested 
the various measures to combat militancy in Kashmir. 4 brief tut | 


a critical analysis of each of these in desitable to find out the 
fool proof method to cure this meanance and to Stop further 
alienation of the Kashmir masses. These gre:_ 

——————— M MM a 


* Dr. Sheetal Gupta, M.A., M.Ed., Ph.D. Lecturer (Senior 
Govt. polen) for Women, gaoui Nagar, Jammu. = 
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1. SCRAPPING OUT ARTICLE - 370. 


Integrationists in the State and outside are pleading 
a streheky for the scrapping of Article - 370.of the Indian 
Constitution, which has granted special status to the State 
f Jammu and Kashmir. They are of the view that this provi- 
sion is responsible for widening the. gulf between the people 
of this State and the rest of India. 


But the supporters of abrogation of Article 370 have 
perhaps forgotten that this provision is the only basis of 
_Kashmir's Constitutional relations with Indian Union and any. 

attempt of altering and abrogatin:; this provision would 
invite still more serious consequences in the way of hormon- 
ious association of the State with Indian Union. 


Moreover, Indian Constitution is studded with special 
provisions like Article 371 with respect to regions of 
Maharashtra and Gujrat, Art.. 35371-A to Nagaland, Art. 371-B to 
Tribal areas of Assam, Art. 371-C to Manipur, Art. 371-D to 
Andhra Pradesh, At. 371-F to Sikkim, Art. 371-G to Mizoram and 
Art. 371-H to Arunachal Pradesh so.it is invidious to pick on 
Art. 370 only. ' 5 


"A 


ee RUTHLESS SU SUPPRESSION 


Those who suggest ruthless supression of the Kashmir masses 
have not leamt the lesson from the past history e.g. Pak army 


in eastern wing of Pakistan in 1971, in Singh, in Balochistan 
and Russian Army in Chichanis. Suppression does not provide a 
durable and a permanent solution of any problem. We should not 
forget that, inspite of clossal destruction of men and material 
since 1990, the militancy could not be curbed and normalacy 
could not be returned in the Valley. . : 5 


5.HHANDING OVER VALLEY TO ARMY 


The handing over valley to Army may also not serve the 
purpose. It may add fuel to the fire. Moreover using army 1 
against our own nationals may be unethical. The recent example 
of Pakistan haénding Sind to Army, and its TLE SEGRE are 
befere us 


v. 
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4. MILITARY SOLUTION 


Military solution may abso not desirable. Three wars 
have already been fought, The result is identi£al. Another 
war may be more destructive, but without substantial shange 
in present boundaries, ecause Pakistan is said to be far 
better ptepated with lat-^st war machinery and nuclear war 
heads, Military solution can only be desirable when India 
is fully prepared to confront not only with Pakistan but 
China simultaneously. There may be American, other Western 
nations, Muslim world and U.N.’ Pressures against such a 
venture.’ $ 
Se HOLDING PLEBISCIFE 

Holding plebiscite to decide the Kashmir prollem is 
also.not at all possible, There were cettain pre-conditions 
But when these conditions wee not met by Pakistan, its and 
other outfits inststence to held plebiscite after 40 years 
is unrealistic. à 

Moreover, no country can affod an option open for all 
the times to come and provide even a Sri oh tesit possibility 
of dismembermertt of its territory. 


It may also be kept in mind that those who would have 
participated in such a plebiscite more than four decades age, 


£i 


are no mor alive. The new generation is entiely different / 
both in outlock and practical life style. 


Even the people who made this commitment are also no 
more, The commitment then made cannot be binding on the 
posterity. Even Pakistan is not.serious about holding plebis- 
cite as its leaders are^not sure of the support from autono- 
mists, pre-independence, Shia», Ahmedes in the Valley, Gujjars 
and Bakarwals of the state ana EDU the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir, | a 
6. . INDEPENDENCE TO KASHMIR j : 

Some of the outfits in the Valley like JKLF constantly fe 
‘demanding independence for Kashmir. Bat even sheikh Abdullah 
ruled out the ppssibility of independent Kashmir because of 

good will on the parts of its neighbouring states. 
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Independent Kashmir is neither acceptable to the peoples! 
Republic of China and even by Pakistan and other regional units 
of the State. 


: 4: 


Those. who demand independence for the State, whould learn 
lesson from Yogoslavia and Afghanistan, where independence moves 
have caused the destruction and devastation for their people. 


Economically, too, an Independent Kashmir would not be 
viable solution when both of its parts depended on heavy 
subsidies from India and Pakistan, respectively. 


7, MORE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND MORE AIDS 


Some of the entries are of the view that the present 
crises in the State is due to the lopsided economic development. 
They are also ofnthe view that benefits of the economic develop- 
ment so far, have gone to some sections of the society, But the 
majority of the people ere Still poor and ill fed. The unemploy- 
ment of educated youth is another serious problem, That is why 
they have become easy prey of the valse propagenda of Pak-media 
and other fundamental and secessionist outfits in the Valley. 


But we must remember that greater dome of aids can not 
be a substitute for the satisfaction of political urges of the 
people. ; l 
Rather it stimulates and provoke them if they Suspect Z 
the motives of aid giver. It also becomes counter-productive if 


it causes corruption, economic and political distortion. / 
8, MEANINGFUL AUTONOMY PRE-1953 STATUS 


A suggestion is also made for granting of the meaningful 
autonomy like pre-1953 status, But the State Constitution has, 
been amended several times since August 1953, and number of 
Central laws have also been extended to the »tate. 


It may. not am easy thing to go back to pre-1953 position. 
Moreover, integrationists and Pakistan may not accept such a 
Situation, SE VES 
9, MAKING INDIA A GENUINELY FEDERAL STATE 


Some of the political elités - particularly communists é 
Suggést to make India as a geneminely federal state'in which 
the states are not the vassals and whosoever gets into power 

in Delhi can dismiss State governments even for petty reasons. 
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But one should keep in mind that geographically, cultüra- 
lly, racially, and ethnically India is not a homogeneous Country. 
Being a multi-lingual, multi-racial, multi-cultural and multi- 
religious state, it comprised of different regions each of which 
has cistinct regional and political personality of its own, in 
fact political and emotional divergence between them have been 
growing over years, A loose federal structure may, therefore, 
not desirable in the interest of the unity and injegrity of this 
country. Moreover, the past history of this country is an eye-, 


opener for uS, 
10, POLITICAL DIALOGUE 


The crisis in Kashmir can also be said to be tackled and 
resolved through negotiations and dialogues, with misled Kashmiri 
militants, 

It is, therefore, proposed that all the groups of the 
militants should be invited for dialogue, The ‘supporters of this 
are of the view that most of political elites in the Valley are 
now convinced that no state can survive on religious basis only, 
and they have no future by acceeding with Pakistan. They knew 
the fate or Bengali Muslims, Sindhis and Mahajera in Karachi. 


But, some of political parties and their leaders pleads 
that there should be no place for anti-national elements, on the 
negotiating table. Hence no negotiation with Kallers, kidnapers 
and looters. 


Experience of world would demonstrate that inflexibility 
may not be feasible in all circumstances. Rather a clear-cut but 
stern policy-lines would help in combating militancy. 


_There are various militant groups active in the Valley and 
some of them at deggers drawn with each other. To bring them on 
one table for negotiation and dialogue is most difficult task. 


11. TRIEFICATION OF THE STATE 


A group of newly eme ging politiel elites in Jammu are 
strongly advocating trification of the State and each of .the 
three regions be given internal autonomy.'A similar proposal was. 
once before the active consideration of the Basic Principal 
Committee (BPC) of consembly of Ka hmir in 1953. 
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The idea was to create Republic within a Republic. 
But this proposal could not be materialised. And integration- 
ists inside and outside the state opposed it. 


It is further pointed out that though this proposal 
‚might reduce the possibility of regional imbalances, irritat- 
ions and tensions yet it will give further impetus to diver- 
sive forces to exploit the Situation, 


12. DIVISION OF THE STATE ALONG THE ACTUAL LINE OF CONTROL 


Acceptance of status quo is also said to be only 
Solution of the Kashmir crisis i.e. division of Kashmir State 
on Áctual Line of Control (ALC) and any attempt to force 
other option would said to be prove distructive for the people 
of both sides, Even American President (Hizenover) had also 
suggested ‘it in 1958. 

Ít is also pointed out that there was a definite 
unddrstanding between Z.A. Bhutto and Mrs, Indira Gandhi at 
Shimla that both the. leaders would henceforth pursuade their . 
representative people to accept the ALC as the International 
Border, But integrationists as well as people in Pakistan 
may not accept this proposal. 

While con¢luding my paper l may point out that as 
Kashmir exists is-multi dimentionals, a multi-dimentional 
Solution is also desirable. Hence 'Eleménating Terrorism, 
restoring confidence of the people and initiating political 
process may be the only pragmatic solution, 

There should be, therefore, comprehensive strategy to 
meet the threat of terrorism which is defináà&ébyy.a police/ 

.military problem, The stragegy should have ksstwo components = 
the short term and the hong term, 


The shorg term strategy should include putting strong 


and Sustained pressures on the terrorists and their collaborat- 
ors, denying them extra supply of oxyven in the form of foreign n 


arms and money; publicity by human-rights-bodies and undue 
press - publicity of local and outside; the flow of state TOS 
. Sources and Indian money, given for development activities, 
treating the situation in the valley as low-intensity war or 
~.q war by proxy, organising counter guerilla groups blocking 
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"their supply line, identifying and removing subversive elements 
from State services, and from semi-government organisations, 
providing an honourable line of return to misguided Kashmiri 
youths, launching a strong move through media to counter false 
and malicious Pak prepeganda against India, educating the 
masses about the ultimate futility of xarkcoM& violence and 
exhibiting a united national will and maintaining a consistent 


line of action, 


The long term measures should inclue the fundamental 
feforms in State administration. The preSent culture of Super- 
ficiabity, shall owness, softness and selfishness be replaced 
by the culture of constructivity, creativity and comparison. 


The priority then should be given to the restoration of 
the confidence of Kashmiris, which they had exhibited in forties 
and early fifties, in Indian polity. .The need of the time, i$, 
therefore, to stop all talks about scrapping Article 370, 
Masjid-Temple, Controversy, trification of the State, Suppress- 
. ion of people's will by force etc. 


Once it is done, the political process should immediately 
be started. Free and fair elections should be conducted and 
the power should be transferred to the elected members, All the 
above mentioned processes should be started simultaneously but 
without delay. | 


lo 


m 
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People's Power And People's Movements 
- A Study of Militancy in &ashmir- 


SS ae 


Dr. Vidya Bhushan” 


A few irritating questions are specifically being 
raised in the mind of a prudent man about tne present 


crisis in Kasnmir. These are:- 


1) How the Kashmiris, who nad upheld the secular 
outlook in the past, rejected two nations 
theory of the Muslim League, opposed Kashmir's 
accession to Pakistan, fought against tne 
orutai tribal invasion in 1947, suddenly 
pecame anti-India, anti-Hindu, anti-democratic 
and started demanding state secession / 


independence a 


2) How could members of a docile, timid peace 
loving and non marshal community has taken 


up arms? 


3) How could a community which favoured with 
Lavish central aid be So ungrateful? 


4) How, a few nundred of misled Kashmiri un- 
employed young men have been trained in and 
infiltrated back from Pak occupied Kashmir 
could stir a mass movement among the three 
to four million Muslim population in the 
valley and prought them to tne brim of the 
crisis. 


The present crisis is a product of years of 
political mishandling at many levels which led to the wd: 
t 


accumulation of the pitterness, frustration and generation 


of a sense of pitrayal and alienation among the millions 
of Muslim population in the valley. 


ee UN SS a ee 

* Head, P.G. Department of Political Science, 
University of Jammu, JammUe 

SE E presen in the; seminar on "People's Power 
n as ea y Or A Myth" or anised b 

of Political Science, R.Ke D. (SP 4G.) M i A 

Sponsored by ICSSR g (North-Western Regional Centre) 

Chandigarh. nd 
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Sheikh Abdullah and his colleaguej,being true | 
Kashmiri nationalist and fully conscious of their separate 
Kashmiri identity, much inspired by the Congress leadership 
and their struggle for freedom in 408, fey too organised 
the people of Kashmir under the banner of The All J&K 
National Conference to lavch Kashmiri's fight for E 

| 


against the feudal, anti-democratic and autocratic  dogra 


dynastic rule. No doubt there was then closet relation- 
ship between Gongress and National Conference leadership 
yet Kashmiri political elites had maintained their separate 
identity, carried their freedom struggle separately, 

had their own programme of action (Naya Kashmir ) and 
speareheaded the Kashmiri Nationalistic sentiments through 
out their struggle, 


At the time of partition of the Indian sube 
continent, Kashmiri leadership perceived a threat to 


their separate identity from Pakistan which refused to 
concede them the right to decide their fate themselves, 
The Pakistani leadership rather recognised the right 

of ruler to do so. And later on assumed it for itself 


and tried to enforce it through tribal invasion, . 


A self-respecting community like Kashmiri; (as 


well as Dogras of Jammu ) did not accept that position, 


Hence an instrument of state accession was 
entered and military help from India was sought to 
defended the state people from the brutality of the 
invaders. It was a limited accession - conceeding three 
subjects - Foreign Affairs, Defence, Communications 
only. | 
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But Indian leadership and the National Conference 
leadership had divergent perceptions about the decision 

} L 
of Kashmirsaccession to the Indian alg For Indians 


it was just a part of process of integeration of Indian 
states, But Kashmiri leadership tended to treat it as 
an enabling provision to seek help of a superior power 


to protect their identity from an agression, 


When the Constitution of India was in a final 
stage of making, the need was felt to give representation 
to Kashmiris in the Consembly of India. Thus, four members 


were nominated there. In order to decide the future 
constitution relationship with India, a high power 
meeting of a committee of Kashmiri and Indian leaders 


were held in 1949 in New Delhi and certain broad i 
principles were laid down, The position finally crystalised | 
when draft art. 306-A, was presented to the Parliamentary 
Board of Gongress Party to discuss it. It was revised 
three times to accommodate the view points of both 


the parties. 


At one stage the Kashmiri delegation to the 


Indian Consembly threatend to resign if their view 


t d 
*— D x 


point was not accepted. 


The attempts by the Centre to 
state leadership to conform to uo a > 


2; 


6-5 
as well as the recognisation of Kashmiri's separate 


identi ty. 


So far as temporary, transitional nature of 


Art, 370 was concerned the integrationists in Jammu 

as well as in India were of the opinion that Art. 370 

was created due to the special circumstances prevalent 
in the state at that time and could be abrogated by the 
President when ever normalcy would restore in the state, 
The Kashmiri leadership, on the other hand, believed that 
art. 370 was the only basis of Kashmir's constitutional 
relations with the Indian Union, And altering and 
abrogating this articie unilaterly by the Centre would 
not only constitute a breach of the spirit and letter : 
of the constitution but it might also invite sever $e 
consequences in the way of a harmonious association 


of our state with Indiae : 


The Dogras of Jammu, who believed the Dogra 
Maharaja as a symbly of their security against the 
majority EREE E T him and opposed National 
Conference struggle against the dynastic rule, in 
pre-independence, But after the establishment of 
E they believed the majority of India as their 
symble of their security against the Kashmir chavinism , 
ARAA themselves under the banner of Praja Parshid ud 
sparehead a movement for abrogation of Article 370 and 
complete merger of the state with the Indian Union 
as other class 'B' state. This movement in India 
was supported by Xe most of the communal and Hindu 


dominated organisations such as RSS, Jana Sangh, 
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Hindu Maha Sabha, Ramraj Rershid. The movement gave 


another shock to the Kashmiri Nationglists about the 
security of their identity with in Indian Republic. 
Meanwhile the student wing of RSS (V.P.) refused to 
respect and honour the flag under which the Kashmiri 
Nationalists carried on their long struggle for freedom 


and represented their regional sentiments. 
An Jo Ub arg 


Praja Parshad and their syp$athers in India ere 


opposed the convening of the Kashmir consembly, Land 
reforms, abolation of monarchy, elected head of the 
state, adoptáon of separate flag and emblem, the idea 
of Kashmir being autonomous republic within Indian 
RepubliceMr. N.G. Ayyangar, the then Minister of G tates 
of India visited the state and advised the framer 

of the statejconstitution to be practical and not 

to be led by theoretical ideas, Such an interference 
from the centre in the state further created bitterness 
of feeling;between the leaders at both the levels, 
Even Sheikh Abdullah felt hurt, 


These ddvelopments had made possible for 
disruptive forces to make desparate SUI CEPR to 
disintegrate the state, With the starting of Praja 
Pardhad movement against the National Conference 
leadership designs, brought a direct conflict between 


itean en Lote E EA AY 
integr&tioneEÉist;of Jammu, their ipethers at the 


centre and the autonomists of the valley, 


Provoked by the aggressive attackes from 
atl ica 9A 
Praja Prashad leadershápand its (et the 


national level, Sheikh abdullah in a sensational 
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speech at li;,S, Pura reatreiated—again that Kashmir's 


accession to India would be of a restrictive nature 
and those who wanted Kashmir to lodse its separate 
identity were talking without any concept of political 
realities that faced them, In an-other speech at 

Hazat Bal on 18th April 1952, he stressed that Kashmiris 
in no way were prepared to renounce their cherished | 


sey | wrt Onn LE 
ideology in further, of which they had offered their 


blood and sweat, He never wanted and wished for either 


accession of the state to Pakistan or its independence 
put maximum autonomy for the state within Indian orbit. 
In order to end this tug of war, the Indian Govt. 
invited Sheikh Abdullah for talks in Delhi but he 
refused to go there for several montns, At last he 
went to Delhi along with his trusted colleagues, 

enter into negotiation and ultimately Delhi Agreement 
of 1952 was signed. 


Soon after he was accused of not im lene hs 


the Delhi Agreement which further deepened the crisis. 


The State-Gentre honey moon witnessed the 
first major breach in August 1953 when Premier Sheikh. 
Abdullah was sacked and jailed. The subsequent peta“ 
of terror gave another shock to them. Thus, the 
architect of state accession with India overnight 
became the rallying point of anti-India, pro-Pak «/ —— 
forces. The plebiscite front, which was then formed 


carried under its banners different discontented 
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groups, secessionalist and out right pak agents. 
For the first time, the anti-Indian elements developed 
the capacity to pose a serious threat to the integrity 


of the state, 


All the political regimes which then followed 
A bv eva n— 
were nothing but the puppet 4 xis. which fur ther i 
contributed in the alienation of the Kashmiri mass” by 
their wrong policies. AS a result the problem of 
communalism and EISE. Rr a serious 
S " 

aire ion in the state, Junges of Kashmiri elites 
started challenging the state accession to the Indian 


Union and pleading for holding plebiscite to decide 
it finallye Pakistani influence was still on increase, 


Sheikh Abdullah was still regarded as undisputed 


leader of the valley. 


On the other hand, the failure of Pakistani 
army to capture Kashmir by force, the then Pak turmoil 
due to not accepting Mujube-UlL-kehman as Pak Prime 


1a putj 
MInister inspite of; securing absolute majority in 


Assembly election, civil war in Bast Pakistan, 
commission of massacring, rapping and other atrocities 
py Pak army on the co-muslim brotherns had a deep 
impact on the thinking of Kashmiri elites in general 
and top leadership in particular. Most of them were 
convinced that Kashmiris might be treated én the 

same way as that of the Bengali Muslims of gagkx 
Bast Pakistan if the valley acceeded to Pakistan, 
They were equally convinced that the possibility of 


Kashmir to be independent was very bleak as it was - 
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surrounded by number of big Ínpires. They,therefore, 
of the view that if their could be any solution 
of their problem it would be within the framework 


of Indian constitution, 


As Sheikh Abdullah was still regarded as 
undisputed leader of the valley, Mrs, Indira Gandhi 
and his top colleagues were also Xo GRAY been 
convinced that it would not be possible to get the 
popular support from the valley by ignoring Shikh 
Abdullah as well as no final solution of Kashmir 
issue would be reached without taking Sheikh Abdullah 


into confidence, 


L 


Under these. pat circumstances a prolon- 
ged negotiations started between Parthasarthy and ` | 
Mr. M.A.Beg, on behalf of Indira Gandhi and Sheikh 1 
Abdullah, These negotiations culminated into the 
Indira-Sheikh Accord of 1975. Although Sheikh Abdullah 


and others were wonover for a settlement within the 


constitutional framework when central leadership 


renewed the assurance that Article 370 would Sbe 
kept intect. Yet, they remained bitter over the . 


erosion in the content of the state autonomy (as 
provided under Article 370) since August 1953 
(the period of wilderness), 


The situation hardly improved in the wake  — Ps $ 
of Indira-Sheikh Accord as the calculation on which TA 


the maker of ascend relied heavily proved to be ~ 


-0- 


followers of Sheikh Abdullah and those who collected 
around him under the leadership of plebiscite front, 
The vast majority of the haw, Ra tions Conference 

fen were not wedded to secularism and Indian demo= 
cracy and were easily exposable to the virus of pane- 
Islamism. They were udis gy rd the return of Sheikh 
into power, as a result of Accord because they 
believed that the 'Massiha'! had failed miseably in 
his mission to safeguard the separate Kashmiri 
identity against the Indian chayinásim. 


Kashmir is the only state where central 


govt. has always imposed govt. of its own choice, 
however y unpopular and corrupt it may be, one party 
dominated the affairs of the state, ( 1.e. one party 
govt. as the norm), where loyality to govt. had 
symbolised the loyality to the country, where demand 
for democratic and human rights, protest against 
corruption, maladministration, adminis trative 
injustice are branded as treason, Pak-agent and 


anti-national. 


The central leadership wanted Dr. Farooq, 
ducas lido 

who suceed his father, though with the help of 
Indira Gandhi, to toe the lines of the centre. But 
he avoided. The result was a a taug of war be tween 
J&& P.Ó.C. and National Conference leadership. Even 
the negotiation of the sharing of seats between the 
two parties for 1983 Assembly election also floped, 
National Conference, however, succeeded to get 


absolute majority in the election with the support 
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of the rightist parties - Awami Action Committee,Jamat- 
i-Islami, Jamat-i-Tulba and its various factions, 

During FarooQ's second term, known Pak agents were 
awarded with high political position. The youngman 

who had remained in contect with the Pak intelligence 
were accommodated in the administration. Thus, anti- 

Indian forces gained respectability and freedom to 


operate from positions of authority and they thrived 


under the protective umbrellas of the politicians 
in power, By the time Farooq govte was dismissed in 
July 1984, the tentacies of terrorism had spread 
extensively. Subversive literature including periodical 
regularly brought out and widely and almost openly 
distributed alongwith weapons and explosives. There 
also emerged the terrorist gangs like ! A1 jehnad', 
Al-Maqbool Muslim Mujahideen', Holy War Fighters, etc. 
The dismissal of the popularly elected govt. 
Qu bch, 
of Dr. Farooq Abdullah gave an am other shock to the 
Kashmiri political elite. His role as Kashmiri protest, 
as he was symbolised the Kashmiri a identity was 


fur ther undermined. 


The conditions A further deteriorated during 
7 


a short spell of G.M. Shah/regime. The political 
imbecility and administrative naviety resorted to 


this period had no paralel. Anti-nationals operated 
unfattered and unchallenged, and created an atmosphere 


conginal for the promotion and spread of militancy. 
as a result of Rajiv-Farood accord of 1986 a coalition 


govt. of Congress and NC (F) was formed. Both the 
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parties jointly contested Assembly elections. The 


massive rigging in 1987 election, which saw large 
number of Kashmiri youth taking part,on the name of 


naticnal unity grossly eroded the authenticity of 
public verdict and further gave a setback to the 
Kashmiri faith in democratic values. The govt. 
formed thereafter became a victim of manipulation 
by warning factions of beaurocrats, its own lathergy 


and the non-performance of the leaders, 


Before the Accord Congress was a channel of 
discontent against state govt. as it was an opposition 
party. Whereas the National Conference - the party 


in power, was a channel to express discontentment 


ageinst the centre. But as a result of Rajiv-Farooq 
Accord, a coalition govt. of Congress - Naticnal 
Conference was formed and both these channels were 
closed and people directed toward communal and 
secessionist outfits. All avenues of redressal were 


therefore, closed. Thus pent up anger over the 
systematic denial of democratic rights, crudely 


rigged elections alienated the Kashmiri masses 

so deeply that they had lost ell faith in Indian 
democzacy and took up arms. In othet words, the lack 
of a democratic traditions, civil liberties and 

free elections in the nare of national interest 
further forced the popular discontentment to seek 
outlets outside the system. Moreover, repeated 
communal roits in India and the chavinistic attitude 
and benaviour of majority communities , Viz. Slogan 


of dindu Rastrya, destroying Mosque and building up 
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a temple at its place, abrogation of Article 370 
etc. further put fuel into the fire. 


The Pakistani connection with Kashmiri 
people was always there since 1947. It may also be 
true that several hundred of Kashmiri youngmen have 
been trained in and infiltrated back from Pak -. 
occupied Kashmir to stir ES secessionism. But 


there number is too small as compare with three to 


INS 
four mi ony fusi population. They could only 
succeed in their mission due to the help and sympathy. 
of the masses which have been sadly alienated : 


especially in the valley. 


Kashmir because of its geo-political and 
ethaic liye-up inherently already possessed the 
ingredients considered conducive to the growth of 
terrorism. These are: 

1) Zxistence of self-conscious, segregated, ` 


ethnic,cultural and religious minorities. 


a 

2) Prevglence of self-conscious feelings 
of economic deprivation, political 
oppression and poor job opportunities. 


3) Denial or lack of voting rights. 
4) axternal encouragement and inspiration. 


5) Situation of acute un-employment, 


6) Failure of political leddership to 
overcome people's frustration providing 


ideological content to violence. 
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Phe situation was thus ripe. Pakistan just 


moved in with greater and more intensified emphasis 


" 4 m 
on training, ennancement of financial endoeunents 


and sophisticated weaponrye 


However, money can-not a substitute for 


the satisfaction of the poldtical urges. Rather 


it stimulates them. lt can provoke people if they 
suspect the motive of aid giver. Moreover, further 
aid becomes counter productive if the manner in 


which it is spent causes corruption and economic 


and political distortionse 


what are the major political urges of the 


muslim of Kashmir which remain dis satisfied? Angl. 


\ 
way the Indian hegatsak system failed to provide 


adequate channels for registering dissatisfactiony 

To understand all these ques tions and the behaviour 

of the Kashmiri puüsiim we must remember that EB 

kasimiri güslims are Kashmiri as well as Muslims. 2 
The present ckrisis was also a result 

of unholy 1iagon between so cos sionishs and funda- 


mentalis. Some of the Muslim fundamentalists 5 
organisations like Wamat-i-Islami has opened number A 


of Schools where anti-secular, anti-India and anti- 


national education is impar ted to poisoned the 
minds of the young against the socialist, secular 
and democratic India ina well planned and highly 


effective manner}, 
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SASHNInI MUSLIMS and INDIA 


Since ,in recent centuries,!luslims have constitutted the overwhel- 
be usvally referring to them as Muslims and to their Hindu counterparts 


> unusually close 
as Pundits, only .The/gnusn2t relationship between these two segments of 


- the Kashmiri community and its tragic denouement are both interesting 


and confusing. UEVUEEYUHN VENB , They are alnost indistinguishable from 
each girer in their dress,5 speech,dietary habits,and leisurely pursuits. 
Here only, in Kashmir, the Brahmins -- socially £E 50 exclusive and fussy 


about the ritual aspect of their meals -- not only take meat but take it 


even when prepared and served by Muslims.liore than «nywhere elce in this 


ggb-continent the Pundits and muslims in this valley visit and invite 
each other on religious occasions,like the Siva Ratri and the Id. The 
yalley bristles vith hundreds of mazars of peers vhich are visited by 

: elsevhere 
members of both the communities ,although most orthodox Muslims/frovn 
upon this practice as a concession to idoletry.They are genuinely proud 
of their common composite culture ,social mores ,and respectful attitude 
tovards each others beliefs end practices.Th*y both Dole that it vas- 
the faned Lallesvari who first foresaw the divinity of ec future saint 
Woruddin Noorani (Nand Rishi), and suckled and saved his drew) of 
their liberal attitude.townrds each . others ‘faiths and practices’ both 
the Muslims and Fundits sre' usually looked dovn upon by their more con- 
servative cousins on northern India.Happily both the commnities, till 
recently at least ,were proud of their nexyunesxkoxeachros her cultural 
aistinctivenesssneerness to each other ,and preferred -each other to any 


Huslim 
fellow Hindu-or/UMsuzim from elsexherelearly a couple of centuries ago 


‘the Kashmiri poet ,Mahjoor „roteus Honor wilt hold the helm and the 


Muslim will ply the oar/ Let you together rov ashore wine boat of the 
congtry." That spirit pervaded the valley and even in 1947, inen most of 


north India was virtually bathed in blood, obe valley rémained . a unique 


oasis of peace and harmony.Not a single Pundit was assaulted even #h5n 


in remote villages vhere only & couple of such families coulé be found. 


No was 
PEELE? WEB [tension/ visible between" he the two communities even during 


the Indo-Pak vars of 4965. and 1971.Yet, vithin.the next twenty years, the. 


ethnically of f the Pundits 
same Muslims have/cleansed the valley exunsea22g [as effectively as 


sikander Shah had done six hundred years BR made ^p ones culture, 
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and proverbielly coward nashmiri Muslims turn 50 viciously against 
AA 


every thing and every one that stands for india and its government nd 
4 


destroy the composite Kashmiriyat of OUT cox yes ever? Such 


Odgisriece developmentsé  ccnnot be brought about by decisions and ac- 


tions taken over a few years or decades,but have roots in generations 


end centuries paste 

First of all,on- should remember that, though politically a part 
of India jRashmir is not like any other part.vloistered between the lof- 
ty Pir Panchal and and the miany Himalayas this. volley --without any 
road link fit for vehicular traffic, till a century ago -4 is physically 


more isolated £hanzanpzobherzpepn2ous from the rest of the subcontinent 
£irek contributed to, 
than any. other RA part. Though Enee et ER and actively  epepepes 
" Eonrkikwkxs : Ree neu 
exa cens uninet TR dhistic culture cbd, then, tu: the X 


Islemic cultur pem k 
[ractuiris Living in comp ely different physical end climatic surroun- 


a 


ce 


dings and receiving exotic. foreign influences fron the Vest and the 
North,Gevelopeó no. only their distinct socio-cultural identity but 
were ,and still are, justifiably proud of it. hough Kashmir's contribu- 
tion to Hindu philosohy and culture is next to none =- the holy cave of 


DE s encient 
amarnath is a rather recent discovery ~~ it does not.have a sin gle} 


ted Bite for pilgrims.Though Kashmir nas produced; renowned scholers 


pions EIE TUNE CET DITS pura coos wails Pa ge te set 4 j 
of Sanskrit one “ied nbt tome across a KaghmiriPundit as a temple pri- 
est anywhere du iaia TEMES etsly because xikkriim ithe meat-eating 


Pundits, vith (udis Wiberal attitude: tovards!connensality are considered 


a ritually inferior “by their. 'eánserv&ürve cousins of the: ‘Indo-Gangettic 


plein. Ko "Indian piler Sé tuéen the ‘preat® .Agoka- and Akhar orn 1586, Ww 
alone 


bring e ^ubüer “hid ‘svay Xn n?between them Lelitáditya in eaty 8th 


century, ales coulda” ‘emerge out of the: valley to intervene in the affeif 


fact ‘petween Yue Varley ‘and ‘thesPest ot. Indika semaine’: ipte yir- 
taniy to. a : ondrat of 'sdlloYarlo. sind pilgrims. who dared cross the fear. 


some physi obstacles Vi pereebeckixt xvas only after Zainal Abedin xx 


had converted Kashmir "into 'a^ ‘ihe jor producer: sans “exporter of masterly 
handicrafts, like shalills carpets and papier mache products, that a fev 


r ‘more ‘began tbo, cross, ‘the Pir ‘panchal for trade, „and - tiny setllements, 


Š of kashmiri? asii craftsmen "ana? (agslerévos am ‘in some n the major: 


P 


“Indian towns. NA “were and till ares so o rev 2 cheat | 


2 : a F H 
$ z EX ` TE rina xi DIAN; Lu 4 vm nw * 
IN. xot . C a o 
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of north indie’ na Vo fight both? the: Arabs ‘and. the: Chinese.in fect ,con- 1 


(3) 
low-profile isolat ted ghetto-like . existence that hardly anyone in the 
rest of Indie took much note of them.Un the contrary,it vas the educa- 
ambitious 
ted anà/&nteàài&gont Pundits migrating out of the valley in search of 
safer and greener pastures,after their loss political power and perse- 
cutions in the laesus of xxx Sikander Shah and ‘some of his ilk,yho cre- 
ated the image of Orid in the rest of India and abroad.With very 
fev of them south of the Pi Pancual the rest of india knew little 
about thef Kashmiri Muslims and they probably knev about the former 
even less.:von nov,in most 1ndian.universities,one can get a 1st class 
MICE CS in history vithout studying anything about the valley fnou 
since its Islamisation in the 14th century.£1l thet one Neda: cpmes 
across in the recommended books are the chauvinistic descriptions of 
Lalitaditya's conduestsi,tle Mughal Gardens, and the sikh conquest in 
41819.ror all practical purposes, the podir Muslims, till they gunned 
their way to our attention in recent years,remained af self-contained 
community,almost unknovn and ignored. 
True,vhen ve speal of India in pre-British times,«e usually 
Tefer ^5 eise AC knovn a5 ‘cultural india! ,which in different shapes 
, ¿v and. forms extend from Katmandu to Colombo and from Kabul to vambodia 
beso ao amd. Bali(lndonesia)eBut there, hae also energe, in CEE of the last 
sfon^$ s "^ geyen centuries,the. Achat: contours of a. loose political India 
C EE its centresHegions | that-had: ‘been ruled, ao long from Delhi 


Dupont eb “the Bul Bo and the Great rughals | have sone [accept t by convention 


exe umm 


pelti- asthe centre of political authority ana thig Teeline Oe unity 


E 


; Was strengthened during the, over-125 years of Baitich rule sthey too 


UE a realised: the significance. of. Delhi. nd. shifted ‘the ‘capital of india 


En x ‘toits. traditional site in 1911:Xashnir, unfortunately missed these uni- 
“been” ^ 
fying tinens o E October, 1930. she. Bae Wr from velhi for only 


nanes, in A586 to. Afghen conquest 


bul and "thence ‘+311 1846 


; sovereign ” 
-Jek X. State was a d prata only.. indirectly associated vith 


s Rust ^ vss thé. ATE from P hen for Fen one hundred years tie 


5.5.7 the rest. of- Indie. situated in ene. corner Os ‘the sub-continent and visi- 


Pig aei 


ted. mainly by a cetera. of tourists and 
Sja Jam ees UE qua 


ien dL yet to catch. the. Imagination off indie 


perine - -- - Vaishno, Mats was 


age ese YN. 


Pu of Ae e onelen 
CES) de 


un. a ereat e extent isse 
` set i 


-than one sense,on the periphery of the süb-continent,as a part not of 


g miri) Must, as An geld sae. QUrr perceptions eee del 
«, Apa: ra from; a Comm: official. t=? and administrative and 
; economic. Ys “what: CON toget cher’ gostoti cis Jis their response 


OS their common. Baster. The: Indian: netional mo: sent which included . 


pou. struggle for. bonouz, identity. and “por viealvights,was a strong 


p oned tying. ferc. Bub TE enough, the people. or meis state,especially 


HO. 


of the: valley meses BGE SEU infiuence Having: "never been ruhed 


“Links © Sith. the. rest. ot/Irtiu. often: shared the; concern A eutioringro 
; of their cousins. across. the: border.But, for most Kashmiri Musline, the P 


5, hated, ED were T at Delhi but-right here. at Jammu against whom 


E and, what they, considered 


ia z. z £x 
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communication system that pssed through most other pere 
L MEX 
states, while connecting the major centres of population and ecojnomic 


activity within the rxrkry country.Thus this state remained,in more — 


British India but of the Empire, vith little to do with rest of the 


a Re een eres 


country, either in the past or in the present. SE for the umbrella of 
British paramountcy,vith which the common man was the least concerned, 
Kashmir vas no more a part of India tagiet or Bhutan, ngi to 
speak of Burme and Aden which were integrol parts of political India 
gaia 1937In fact,at any point of time in the past -- mzy be even at 

D eene there were more Nepalis in Indis as soldiers melticeden end 
vetchmen than Kashmiri Muslims,in connection vith their trade.Pashu- 
patinath at Kathmandu attracted ¿and attract even nov,many more piłgris 1 
pilgrims than Amarnath and being Hindus or Buddhists,many more Nepa- i 
lis come to Kasi »Prayag and Gave than Kashmiri Muslims to any of th- | 
eir holy places in Intz the rest of India. In fact, it may ee be an ' 
exaggeration to assert Tet, before 1947, the total number of Afghans 
(Kebulivalas) selling ary —— ting) and collecting in- 


terests on loans ihjyughz out India exceeded that of Kasmir VIRIS 


n ial their. tiny, metropolitan enclaves. Thess facts of geography ,history, - di 


end. economy have. intliensed, the Batt ucge and world-view, of Kash- 


Ae exten of: E their manifold 


0$ « cars E 
NOmthern . 


— 


they. expected and, often received. from the British both. encouragement | 
eae vith the British. 


Justice. Their complaints/against Hreceng 


epe ET 


, Ranbir Singh's ‘adningptration, during ‘the famine of 1877, ae on. 


s 


sca S 
epica aR 


(5) 
record,and the book Dogra Mussalmen,published in the miq-80s of | 
the 19th century,wes only the written expression of their perception 4 
of the Este acutis Bono tie ruler and the ruled in this states Tn 
shori, vhat the British vere to the rest of India the Dogras vere: to* 


the Kshmiri Muslims. 


M Ühszbdnóttój6hough2 Usu SPRIMS2ARPORGRS2SGCASAUZERS2DOBSRSATa 


Bot; aliaS EZ o ZH lkHsUSIDALAOALEYLEOURBLESLEKSZLASBIDLHLESSZULORZERSS 
SDSHEINWHGDGIZEBIXXEXXIDGRAXOSHEKEXXSIXISEEXIHXKHAXÉGXAEKHARE,Then,as 
years passed and education ajd political avareness spread among the 
Kashmiri Muslims (mostly Sunnis),an unhealthy polarisation took place 
between the latter's elite and the Dogra administration which resulted 
in the seminal agitation of 1931 and all ome followed in its wake 
till the launching of the Quit Kashmir movement in 1946. 

If,for reasons of history,their rulers and focal points of ha- 
tered were different from other Indians the does of the letter too, 
Re cepaceine of their religious or par political effiliatiorymade haraa 
-ly any effort at attracting the Kashmiris into our national struggle, 
‘None from Kashmir vas elected to the working committees, far less to 

sa the p: ‘esident hig of either the. In. Codere or tue A.I.Muslim League. 


gory. ù True these: political orgenisati oa Were meant 'edsentially to Tight the 


Sriti £l*707nd were based: in! Britis sh- Savoye ‘these aid not prevent the ` 
fre 
ye niialLiiut Congrees lee shetty Sie SasüPàh NafrU Uh'Üravancore and Mre.Sarojini 
d its 


Nagato@rom:Hyderabad’ a5/présidents jmt" Gast ac the Newabs of Rampur, 
y 


Spa EP HER oni ophbaa ete sheld Binilàr high“ positions .in the Muslim League Eyen 
"EM jn: ‘their fight against: £hó-: ‘princes the Activities: of the States Peoplg 
luscas.o2: Congress wére- nevér,éxtended- to thie state where, first, the poe tex 


‘Conference ` 
--880/and, ateri its virtüal vedicietiiniig à in NUES the rational Confe- 


: NU friend Sm 

E uii ahem Sheikh Muhammad | odia: ‘Became’ a personal/fiuxE of Nebru,that™ 
dts ^ Set : 
: icut x Lomaticnalist: lndia realy Vebdse avare Of the probleme and aspirations 1 


of Tears riuslims and Thesei vere bigh-lighted 'Xheh,during the Quit 
Kashnir movement” in 1946, Nehru Tried: to USES ‘his way through the po- 
-ice cordon -at Sieden erent 


ier.  Unfontunately,fGr both the Pundits and "the Huslins. the grov- 


UAR 


e Ca 
Sede the "Dograg? Widened the oe botat ther 
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ing popular movement. 


(6) te i TNN 
The Pundits,culturally arrogant towards the Dobras, “never enenect ‘the Mus- 


lins! animosity towards the latter vues whom they occupied. visibly A cs 


high percentage of jobs in the government. Then ag the awakening among we 


B» 


‘Muslims got translated Eno agitation -- Taree, aimed at jobs and oppor- 


tunities then enjoyed by the Pundits -- the latter,as expected. of any ser- 
distanced 
vice dependent community ,askanced/themselves: from the aspirations of the 


Majority and | joined the Dogras in shouting,"Maharaja ki jai". They felt 


genuinely threatened by the diris pude by the Rational Conference and their 
search for security tended to make them psychologically sliens. among ‘the 
Muslim majority in their own homeland.Composite Kashmiriyat came under in- 
creasing strein as the Muslims felt Soest by their privileged Pundit 
cousins who hed manifold links with the ares India where they were play- 
ing important roles) ef various fields. Thus,if history conspired to Cy 


the Kashmiris,especially the Muslims 3: ‘ay from the DEEL CE life of mod- 


ern India,our leaders too never made any serious effort at attracting them 


. into their fold.If,in many vays,the Kashmiri Muslims were different, 


.Indians.too,in their ovn vay,remeined indifferent towards them. 


ret is fortujnet--that for centuries the relationship between the 


Pundits and Muslims remained close and cordial: It vas essenti ‘ally because 


oat 
Lh». i-a. a 


"Here in ‘thie valley pete did “not” appear with the: '"Tüvadér's sword in arms. 


GI. ta 2g 


TI amt qalesan tk epit mS orn e a . : 
Here,as in most ‘of deala and Bangladesh, lslanisation tók place because th 


exe dice PY ce EE £i "as OU CEP we 5. 


the protest movements “of: the! eapaditted” ha jority! fouhd*im: Islam a ‘liberating 


it 
mE Fad- VER A WANY si 


message Ae SA shelter there” Isiah aia nòt: alienate“ fhe^ ind jorities, but only 


‘put on “then the: ep ee they: vari" ‘separate’ ‘in: tertaih! ways and that they 


i Tale RIOR 
“would ‘Vive 3n S ovn Say. "4e (Bo many bects ‘and castes within the Hindu 


Sere E Set ECT 


Tn fold. There the “new. converts retained "many! "of their traditional beliefs and 


= gna a aduti ar “tok 


practices” “and found little iji e ‘treating the Hindu minorities like 


Suh. 


fS PRICE 


ET the Soman at” cleavage tended: "to coincide sieh that of the cvs Hindu- 


z -Muslim relations ueneened both in Kerala and in Bengal.But,in Kashmir the 


‘Muslims, nether locale or outsidere vere án pover KiE from the middle of 
=the 14th century to early 19th NET ex they remained virtually free and 
content : vith ‘their land to tin E crafts and traded to pursue. filere they 
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. ambition and CORN EN) mainly within the fields of education and ad- 


‘with fev occasions of social tension,and conscious of "their manifold 


, remain-d easy and warm a5 terore e nia xiink e11; e knew very well 


¿= hated- like: Kachairie end not like eeg Muslime &B5 in the meek of 
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vere in no vay dependent on their Hindu neighbours who confined their 


ministrakion.Leaving in palacive isolation from the pese of the vorld, 


Birilarities end pensines] of competitionless co-existence the two onze 
soptiisticated i 
` tuped/conmunities of Pundits and Muslims gradually evolved a cultural | 
Kashniriyat besed on mutual understanding and inter-dependence.The 
master-client relationship that afflicted the communal relations in 
Bengal and Kerala just did not exist to spoil the social life of Kash- 


mire 
It was only since the second half of the 19th century thet the 
arrogant and extertionist attitude of many Pundits,who had a virtual 
monopoly in certain branches and levels of administration,made the Mus- ; 
lims increasingly antagonised not empty just with the Fundits but also 
vith the Domes rule vhom the latter served.This gulf of arrogance ana: 
irritation went on widening vith each passing year as the muslim de- H 
mend for their rightful share in the government and employment üppedred | 
| 


to threaten the Pundits's future But both the cultured communities did 


not allow the seeds of suspicion to sprout and inter-communal relations 


ES "ale. of. their: agelar mege Bene [Bence support. of the Congress panty 


| 
‘once British: support was ithdrevn. RIES 1935,vhile the clever Pundits 
"mot only oer ea ie | 
.: knew/where. their safety lay but also, theat they pigti haye to soon serve |: 
! 
! 
H 


eii] nevw-Huclim: “masters di tlie; pprosebing. days of denocracy.That 1s A 


why, a es the. great; "blood-bsth [os 1987, poti the Fees and Kuslims be, 


d 


India and refused ‘to put, any. form of pressure on the Maharaja to join 


Wy hisi ‘or, that- dominionekihatever might he “ve been ud gricvences with | 


tothe: Maharaja’ s 5 administration they: vere | eem on | resolving those themsel. 


e cano likigg fon. thosé.: 


~ 5 t 
“ves “with S auespriip aieas xxt xxm in the south whose . i 
i 
| 


; hands. were red with: the: *blood. of “their neighbours. They proved in 1947 
7 chere 


Vhat'if there. is & 2 paradise in this earth 2g is/nex, it is here,it is 


nao SEP Lc 
Unfortunately,in October 1957, tribal raiders from Pakistan ig 


poured into Ens valley: ues death and destraction. But, much to th- ., . 


1 


eir čisappointment, they: found the Kashmiris ising to a man to resist He 


t 
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them and to welcome the Indian army that came flying in to out 
the invadeps.Newhere was a single Pundit betrayed by bis My ideig- 
hbour Within a couple of months the valley was REE of t) adders 
and the unique social and physical beauty of Kashmir was restored. 
Leaders of both India and Kashmir -- Nehru and Abdullah,in porticular 
-- extolled each Sones idecls ağa roles,and Kashmir vas exHibitecbE 
not only as the latest but also as the most willing and valuable memke 
member of the Eus ing family of the Indian Union. | 

However,all Se euphoria and: trator i were xe on the 
wishful misbelief that Kashmiris haa voluntarily opted for ,accession 
to the Indian Ung 26 been so there Would have been.a powerful 
movement for J.& K.'s accession to india ed ge Ee in many prin- 
cely stetes,like Travancore ,Junagadh,and Yetermin- liyderabadh nore ru- 
lers had initially refused to acceede to India.In the summer of 1947, 
after the failure of the Quit Kashmir movenenther sane the leaders 
of the National Conference xXWHtsüxkü were busy licking their wounds 


in quiet and 211 that they wanted vas an understending vith the Maha- 


raja that would give them an effective share in administration.If they 


cadi. not ask for accession to Fakiotan -z probably because of their 


$4. 


nightmarish menory of Afghans rule and Me opan differences between 


Jinnah and deinen in ape. -- they betrayed 3 mo. visible preference 


for india, either Tii October 1967 their house. was on fire.The arsoni- 


9 di EC M "mb <3 


; Bt. fron Pakistan hed ‘broken into “their hoise dnd vere in forcible 


i: rS v Saline 
at 


occupation of a couple of rooms end all that Kashniris then needed 


m E ge 5 A ner yrs T. 


4 


., Was. indian deest al cost, just tor ‘their sheer survival? here vas 


no time for a debate. over the desirability of accession to india;it 


vas the, necessity eH the ‘time. only Mien, the Dambcles Sword of that 


‘sw t* 


necessity had been re moved trom over cte: "ends after the ceasefire 


on 31 December 1988. VES Kashmiris coula find EE to: Gus over the 


various. aspects, end Anplications of the. accession they had been hus- 


.;$led into by. the Pekiptani ‘raiders. According. to late P.N.Bazez, there 


AV. 
should have. been a giebiscite < on the question of ‘access ion right. then 


anà ‘there jto : assess | ee roa will of the people un that was not done 
although « even Alstzir Lamb admits in his Kashmir a Disputed legacy 
that in any such fete endum. in 1948-49 India had: a distinct edge over 


Pakistan. 
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o» 


'exeithin their grasp} Why should they jump into the -human ocean,i.e. 


em 1 


“beyond ae vas considered absolutely necessary d the WORSE THE resuli|- 


ARA t 


(9) 


Unfortunately ,pur leaders lacked both the commitment of a democrat 


and , 
idealist/mer the courage of. a shrewd oatonia eoe chances were token, 


no reference was nade to the vill of the people.in stead we soupght 
shelter in the Maharaja's signature and solace in the Sheikh's suppoe 
rt for the accession,Never did we care to ask ourselves,vhy should 


. the Keshmiri Muslims,with so little in common with us, would be willing 


| 
| 
| 
| 


to sacrifice even a small part of the authority that had,at last come | 


India,which they hardly knew and vhere,in the game of numbers, they 
vpuld hardly matter? The fact of the matter is that both before and 
immediately after the accession, barring a handful -of - orthodox Musiaimey) | 


like Ghulam Abbas, 
fen dreamt of FYakistan,the overvhelming majority of the valley wanted 


just to be left alone in their enchanting surroundings th:y were in 
love vith.Obviously,they had accepted the accéssion along vith India's 
militory assistance under duress and wanted to be masters of their ovn 


home once the dark clouds of danger had blovn away.U0ur armed assista— 


nce,in covert or overt forms,vas sought and received by Nepali temezra 
denocrats in 1950,by the freedon-fighters of East Pakistan in 1971, and] | 


by the Sri Lankan and Maldivian “authorities in 1987 and 1988, respec- 


J 


tively, But, nowhere pas our presence 3 welcome even for a single day 4i 


RI 3 “75 ve ci vale + 


* "from .... 
LS of over-otaying are e clear jim the experiences oi the IPKF in Sri 


LI Tay BE pens 


Le nka and of the Soviet forces 4n Afghanistan and in large parts of 


ec «stern Europe In Karka "6o “their leaders nio wanted “the Indian army 


to MS at ‘their beck. and ceil, ‘but not io cadi the shote.vifferences in 


RAG ORS . - má expectations only exposes the mete ¿though helf-hidden | 
< betveen: °°, ~“ j 7 
gu f/in the self-image end HORNE vieksSof the Indian' and Keshmiri lecó- 


a 
Ex Seine eppeorec nitural da n tionelistic’ to one OPSGER GG a6 poene 


rous and hegenonistic to the „oiner inis aed the opem aspi- 


n 


re a to be as. “ndependent | as possible within the ecc Union, while 

Kashmiris suspected onda hated the Indian expectation '"£hat they vould f 
Z 
i 
1g 


4 like all . 
h-ve to be/other dide in Kaghmir was villing to átcept the re- 


that 
secet of the rule of Jammu byf care of pelhi or Karachi, 


-ction »ith a seculer E India that erence end honors all it 


en 


If ever there was any inarticulated EGGS tance of a close = 
| 
vas removed by events y like the surreptitious installation of Lord Xx | 


Rana ! 5 ec IMa REP Uy, gabe nogguenthe, zgon novenent on S 3 | 


3 
di 


reconstruction of, the Somnath temple ,the riots th:t g:;ept across e05—- e 


z 


eme S 
tern India in 1950,and ‘the Praja Parishad-sponsored agitation agadnst, 


the special startus for fnis gtote envisaged under the Indien conéti- 

tution.Communalism of the minority threatens the social order,but ‘that 

of the mejority threatens the former' 5 BRE very supvival.Kashmirt mus- 

1ims,nsturelly, became T eR CIE gecurity and identity conscious and 

vere inclined to withdrav into the cocoon of constitutional guarrant- 

ees for the sofety of their limited independence lo serious effort was 
ade to understand exch other,both the sides became hypersensitive ,and 

emotional 


groving suspicion finally snapped the/link betveen Lalli and Sricz¥egar 
in August 1952» 


vhep,despite all talks of. 'Kashmir's special status',Kashmiris vere 
imprisonment 

specially treated with the dismissel and/zrrrmk witiout trial of their 
xx most popular leader and elected head of the government elo further 
pnoot was ne aus ‘red to suppprt their Mee c run fear thet,heving eric- 
ted the Muslims from Jammu and most of northern india, the menec with 

' skin-deep commitment to secularism and individual rights were determime 
ned to have their variety of independent India.The news of Lbdullah's 
dismissal and arrest,xin the words of P.N.Bazaz, "Was received by the 


people with ‘hostile demonstrations on an unprecedented sone. o O 


were savagely put down by the cosbined forces of gera Police, Serve 


militia, ‘and ene » contingents.” "(Strusele £ or Free Gom in K PEERS ac 


(625) Nehru admitted ins the parliament _ that the number of those killed 


ri sixty although unofficial estimates placed. the figure at above 200. 
Hass sve di id | programes an? "Wenonstrations of ‘coercive power, together 
with an unprecedented inctitutdonsdiestion ‘of courupes on to buy and to 
gilence every section of the articulate ‘population, enabled Abdullah’ 5 
successors US run the shot voaa dion 1 no doubt ,hcorever glittering. 
The umbilic’ at chord n teen eut. in the worcs of “yed Wir asim, "uice 
vas subsidised. ate P Dore vas o demonstrate the benefits of closer, 
ties vith lidia. se “The people ee vith our vork, but Sone = 
forgive us for the plight ee the Sheikh..." (ny t iie end Times ,p-71) 
nee oct the fifties and Pee administration vas based on a chan- 
ging combinżtion of corruption eue coeroion/shie obviously effected the 
Kashmiri's qpercep de of and relation vith Indie.Notbing erodes more 
effectively the ‘moral aythority and legitimacy of < . state and,since the 


state government vas “Looked upon as a surrogate of the Government of 
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f ^ 
etn dE 


or 


(11) 
India,the contempt people developed for the former fast got re-dire 
to the latter.Indis,as was indeed a fact,was looked upon as the sole pi 


and patron of the corrupt peliticians and of the corrupt system as a 


vhole.Then the young high-broked members of the I.A.S.,I.P.S.,and I.F.S. 
from outside the-stete began svarming into this state and holding-high 
positions often vith visible contempt for the locals.The decade and hal: 
folloving the È Shiekh's. ouster 58v the state being drawn closer and cl 
ser to India through the decisions of a legislature that hed lost all 
legislative 
moral legitimacy in the eyes of most Kashmiri e E ORE to 
bring Kashmir E to India administratively, drove the Kashmiris fur- 
ther avay,emotionally.Popular diSconccnt with the ruling set-up necessi- 
tated massive recourge to corruption and coercion in the elections of 
1962 and 1967,and encouraged the emergence of apme@ militancy in this — 
stete.The J.& K.É Youth League was formed in 1963-64,vith the known ple- 
ssings of Mirza Afzal’ Beg,end Shabir Ahmed Shah Joines it in 1968.1t zd 
in those years that Azam Inquilabi of Mahaz-e-Lzadi took to politics, ! 
and Maqbool Ahmed Butt,Hashim Quereshi and others founded the National | 


Liberation Front ,the spiritual predecessor of the J.K.L.F.Even the emer- 


genee of Pangledeshi does. not appear to ENS new the wished-for effect 


d i 
on Kashmiris, , who were never reat believers in the 'two-nationA cece 


m ahhh 


eka Kontron Se neas eer i mop US f daas 


Rather muny oi then saw in the emergence of another Muslim state the | 


t Ps 
HO Bete] E dide 


f desired possibility E might. be theirs’ in some future .Próbably,vhen. 


in 1975 


Mrs Gandhi, a CEPI phayer_ of Power ‘politics » vent ex of her way/to at- 


xb LO eic 


` one for the sins Os the past by restoring the ‘real Tendens] of. Kashmiris 


; si long | 
we poser ,she was » only realistically responding to the boxing but wei 


neglected, demand of the valley. Sheikh" xbfunish, che vas the first to - | 
trancfer the political gravity. of the state from Jammu to Srinagar,was 


„once again in DROP as the real,though unelected,leader of the people. ; 
! 


His actual position was eleetorally regularised in 1977 xkek vhen he 


apeturned to power DER. a 


do popular mondeto after the Congress had 


" “puggle v | 
-- in the eyes of most rast" M acherously -- vitháravn its suppor 
| se pride 
estended. to him since March ue p~ 
; terested e € 
Vafortunately,in the m- - ther sinister forces had appeare 
: 3 : i 
on the scene to drive the Kasl s lims further axay on the road to — 
alienation.Reportedly ,ig 197555 ~ nt Bhutto fell in for the advice 
. of his American mentors to teach mes Kashmir the lesson of E 
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SA 


Vic? 


Bangladesh.Coverté efforts were initiated to instil amt vo 


in order 


that they are essentially Muslims and fto lead a pure(pak) life ti "y 


the 


should come out of/Iniian Dar-al-Harb.Imams in the valley mostly 
from Bihar,U.P.,and Vest Bengal,were found handy for this purpose,and 
from mid-70s onwards money was no more a problem with Pakistan.The 
OPEC was formed in 1973 and soon thereafter many oil-producing “states 
of the Middle East found themselves virtually, flooded vith petro-dol- 
T ENDROIT conservative elites and BOX found it Po 
advisable to spend a portion of this surplu 5 pos on so pious 
cL ILE home and abroad,to justify their extravaganza and to di- 
vert popular attention away from the SAO NG SECHS and despotism 
&t home,Thier interest in visible religious activities found m imme- 
diate response xm among the noveux riches in ac valley,created by 
subsidies,corruption,and an. inflow of petrodollars.They too were CEEDES 
to spend on emotionally-chanrged religio-political activities to jus- 


tify their affluence and to divert the discontent of the viere and[. 


of 


criminal towards safer channels Every critic/mg the existing system 


found in the political use of Islam the oaly EA and effective avenue 


the release o 


for([their Giscontent and am urge for chenge.Convergence of interests 


üudrought -zhe rich, the rogue and the mene together and close to the de- if 


zi prioctair ed! Kashmir! is ors. af fcith: in, Indias "s professed commktment to 
Ws "Becularísm: ‘aud sovereignty, DEN they. papnl7.The Pundits, vhp had, cast their 


"med ith: 'Indiccdacede- geo ohysonsly, he z no. plage in the. latest religio- 


Villdtten am àpentmEc07n?*^ "t tonitors..to ' weir, Cause. The. exodus of the 


SAT 
T 


Eri. p 3 R Hev. 
CPuhdits fron heo 


DE 


sa oft ineffective 


~ 
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into a M oce 
had . 
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ia 
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5484 priyed;the disappointed, and the. derperate, with. corruption-end external |; 


XA Puhbstiioneiugó tha eitare scat enie interests anà ambitions , they 


i epeliticalsascertion; 26;Karh’ ri. „Musļins, and came to be viewed by the 


A E rhe. ye aM of a cruel combinatior 
azot: an VIN LL IUE government 
apata sfeiked j to nexis security 4o ite: 

ther ebpitalces, their ovn: state. Pir By then, 

ECT heghtdaós. Muslims, and India hed EE 


i ied cubpuns of the Pundits and Muslims 


Ape te 


the 


y 


X svept. avay by: the vaves of the Jehium. What had 


Le for Kashmiriyat got elony traista into one 


See ts). 29 r 
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CONSBRVATION OF THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF JAMMU 3 


PROBLEMS AND PERSPECTIVES S ea 
Y.B. Singh, 

Prof. & Head, 

Deptt, of History, 

University of Jammu, 

Jammu-180 004, 


l.l. The age of Renaissance and Enlightenment brought tremendous | 


change in the academic horizon of the western Europe. And, later 


on when European countries emerged as the master of almost enti- | 


f 


re world the said academic values were imposed, on the orient ( 
also, This. paved the way for the emergence of two academic pers- 
pectives concerning the Asia in general and India in particular. 


These are quite contraductory. On the one hand due to superitity 


-- complex of Europeans the culture of occident was projected as an ` 
.*ideal culture’. and the Sculture of the orient! was relegated | 

>to oblivion, And on the other hand due to the scientific and 

. objective method of research, adopted by the Post Renaissance 


Western Europe, the salient features of the culture of „orient, | 


-too, were highlighted and people of Asia became aware of their. 


RAMS. 


eS SEA 


t 
SARS 


ee 


- seultural. heritage an a scientific way. d T DEL. xs 


Eno In light ot this when we view our own: country- then we find 


REV ME i 


p our monuments, Jétegary. texts, ete.» of the Yester years,. I 


| 
became -4-56-tar^- to. :buncpoans. because of. the antiquarian values l 


| 
and the. fact that Php ‘was taken, as a language. ‘of the centum 


i 


m 


edm tam a ae Eis 


^to “this: the Rigveda, was pecepted as: the dep extant text ef 


Dthot speech famil without. any ánterpolation, Ang for our own 


fuma terti pe E Pado because they used i provide | 


ue M A e 


Av 
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IMON! | 
2,8. In view of the aforementioned factors and the fact that it is 


43 the cultural heritage which provides basis for the development 
of National as well as regional ideals as a student of archaeology 


and history I suggest the following :~- 


(a) Ranvir Library be declared Research Library and its past aim 
glory be restored through the acquisition of Research Journa- 
ls. Efforts should also be made to obtain the Photo. copies mi 
of the manuscripts which are housed, in the Research Library 
of Srinagar. | hi 


(b) Forts, temples, etc. should be given to Archaeological Sur- 
vey of India so that their scientific conservation becomes 
possible. 


(c) Dogra Art Gallery be developed as e modern musem with the 
facilities for Research. : 


(d) University of Jammu be given funds to develop publication 
— facilities like those of the Panjabi University, Patiala, 
$o that the Research Monographs pertaining to the culture 

and art of Jammu can be published regularly. 3 


(e) Provisions for a cell of oral history be worked out as the . 
. ï folk-traditions of Jammu region may reveal clues needed to 
solve some unsolved problems of Vedic period, Such a venture 
may help the reconstruction of the history of Partition days 
also. j 


E ana tes: . 

l. . Egamples-can be had from the writings of Dr. R. K Mookerji who 
against Raxkr heavy. odds succeeded in projecting India ss a 
Nation by eulogising the concept of ‘unity in diversity.' | 

"ct. KM. Munshi (ed, ) Indian Heritage, Vol. Il, pp.86 ff. See 
also R, K Mookerji’s book: Fundamental Unity of India and 
 Glimpées of Ancient India. oe 


8 Regional variations too have been explained and countered by 
x ; citing the ‘all embracing nature of iirthas (Centres of 
Pilgrimage) dotted throughout the Country. Cf. J.H, Dave,. 

Immortal India, p. x. : e: 

- Portryal of Budda by S.Radhakrishnman as a person ‘who was 
born, grew up and died a Hindu' ís an excellent example of 
this trend. Cf. P.V. Bapat (ed. ) 2500 years of Buddhism,p.ix 
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Attempts have been made even to explain certain aspersion cast | 


on the Madra people by citing the regional bias without any effo 
-¢ to analyse the problem scientifically. See F. Singh (ed. ) 

History.of the Punjab, Vol.pp.173-176; See also. my paper "From 
Glory to Gloom: Ihe Case of the Madra Jana" published in Gulab 
Bhawan Research Series, Vol. Il, No.l, pp.29 ff. and *5 i Sp Gael: 
PORUM ee o 2s njah analysed" published in the Proceedings 
of Punjab History Conference, 15th Session, pp.40 ff. 
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Hari Qa, 

Professor of History, 
University of Jammu, 
Jammu = 180004. 


. Ethnic Identities And Political Deadlock In Janmu And Kashmir 


. A member of wellemoailing persons, including some highly 
sophisticated social scientists, leading columnists and jurists like 
Bh4 khu Parekh, Bhabani Sengupta, Prem Shankar Jha, Kuldip Nayar, 

VG: I die A.M, KRUELO p Ajit Bhattacharjea and A.G.Noorani, have put forth 

Pula dv ? golutione which p astarding. to them p can end the ongoing violence 
in the Ksshmir Valley, resolve the 47-year-old imbroglio to the 
gatiefaction of all and ensure peace and stabílity in the sub- 
continent, 


: su s. | (1X) i 
Parekh says that the solution of the problem lies in the 
recognition by the Union Government of "Kashnir's different history, 
e needs and circumstances” and grant of " a differential status" to 
` the people of Jammu and Kashmir, Sengupta and Prem Shankar assert | 
that if New Delhi sincerely wishes to break the deadlock in Kashmir, 
. it has nó other alternative except to accept and implement what ds 
being termed as an "Autonomyeplus, independent-minus" formula? or 
to. grant "autonomy (te- the: State) to the point where it is almost 
indistinguishable from independence*?, Verghese and” Bidwai wouch 
for. a solution that_gecke.; joint sontrol-pf—1ndia and Pakistan over 
the State , as also what Bidwai calis "special autonomy” for the 
people of Jammu. and. Kashmir, Bidwai also describe, ít as a "Trieste" 
; solution. Trieste, it may bo mentioned-; was. a di: puted region 
. between. the Slovenian Republie of the former Yugo, slavia and Italy 
till 1954, Bhettacharjea wants the Centre to grar y "independence { 
“to the State) in ‘tages on the model ‘of Bhutan*?, | The stiggestions 
of Kuldip Nayar® and A.M. Khusro! are no ‘different. And , Noorani 
cos l 7 strongly urges the Central Covernment to start parleys with the: 
Dijo c2 ^ gun-tetiing militants forthwith in order to strike- truce over - 
oe o Kashmirs As a matti tf faci, ho suggests that if, Now Delhi wants 
to. forge à lasting peace. in Kasinix", it “has no option but to 
"negotiate nith thore "who ‘are’ firing oh eur. sordi ers”, He also 
.... tells the Union Govezmaant to ignore "all those (in the State) - 
$e DEN no blood on their hands "because they pare irrolevant*, ae 
ae ed 
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= ETHNIC IDENTITIES = - GUJJAR PROBLEM | : 
| _By: S.C, Sharma. 
a * 


ee S 
Gujjars, barring the Kashmiri Muslims, lac one of 

the large single constituent of- hespppulation of the States 

No doubt, the. Gujjars of the State are akin to these Gújjars, 

-who are spread all over the Punjab, Haryana, H,P, and other 

Western parts of India. But, only the Gujjar. community of. J | 

the State of Jammu eal Kash LET has retained. its identity and | 


traditions bekier than any where; D 


According fo the sources cited in the "Census of India 
 *Réport of 1941, thé Gujjars now living in Jammu & Kashmir - 
"are part of the two separate migrations, « one direct from the. 


‘Gurjara Tribe | of Rajputana, Gujerat and "Kathiawar and the 
other from the Gujjar tribes settled. dn. the Punjab, "1 . The 
Gujjar emigration to Kashmir have taken place from North Punjab, 


"presumably during the Kakkotà periods: when parts of the Punjab 


v. 


„were 4 EH Finciuded in the” "aihair Eapice:? Thé migration of 


s X E part en the Tribe is E butbreak of one 
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